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EFFECTS OF SOME FUNGICIDES AGAINST MACROPHOMINA | 
PHASEOLINA INCITING GUAVA WILT 


S. K. Dwivedi’ 
Department of Environmental Science, 
B. B. Amtedkar University, 

Rae Bareli Road, Lucknow — 226 025. 


Abstract 


The fungicides tested in vitro against Macrophomina 
phaseolina were most effective 0 reduce the growth at 100 ug/ml 
concentration. In the in vivo s:udy results depict that there was 
gradual decline in the population of the pathogen at different 
concentrations of the fungicides and incubation periods. They were 
more effective in sterilized soil ia pot condition. No population was 
recorded with Jkstein at 400 ug/g concentration on 45 day and at 
800 ug/g concentration on 30 and 45 day sampling in sterilized 
soil. PCNB checked the population completely at 800 ug/g 
concentration on 30 and 45 aay sampling. No population was 
recorded with Dithane M-45 at 800 ug/g concentration on 45 day 
in sterilized soil. In the unsterilized soil fungicides were effective at 


800 ug/g concentration on 45 dey sampling and no population was 
recorded. 


Kev-words 
Macrophomina phaseolina, guava wilt, fungicides 


INT RODUCTION 


Guava wilt is a disease of national importance as it causes severe loss in total 
yieki and economy of the crop. The present study was designed to study the efficacy 
of same fungicides.on Macrophomina phaseolina, the causal agent of wilt of guava 
(Dv-ivedi, 1990; Dwivedi et al., 1988) ix vitro and in vivo experiments. 
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MATERIALS AND METHODS 


The test pathogen (Macrophomina phaseolina) was isolated from roots of the 
wilted guava trees. Three fungicides viz. Dithane M-45 (75% of co-ordination 
product of Zn and manganese ethylene bisdthiocarbomate), Jkstein (carbendazim 
_ 50%) and PCNB (pentachloronitrobenzene) were selected. The bioassay of these 

fungicides in vitro was done following the poisoned food technique (Grover and 
Moore, 1962). Fifty ml Czapek-Dox agar medium was autoclaved in 250 ml 
Erlenmeyer flask at 15 1b/in pressure for 1 h. Accurate amount of the fungicides was 
amended with the cooled down medium (40° C) so as to give the final concentrations 
of 10, 25, 50 and 100 jig/ml. Fifteen ml medium was poured in 90 mm Petri plates in 
replicates. The plates were inoculated with an agar block (5 mm diameter) cut from 
the leading edge of a colony of the test pathogen. Control set without fungicides was 
also maintained. The plates were incubated for a week at 25 + 1°C. Colony diameter 
was measured at three radii. Percent growth inhibition was calculated. 


For in vivo study, the inoculum of the test pathogen was prepared by 
multiplying the fungal hyphae on 200 g of moist sterile oat grains (at 15 Ib pressure 
for 10) for 15 days at 25 + 1" and then pulverizing the grains and fungal mycelium 
in an electric grinder. The oat grain powder thus obtained served as inoculum of the 
test pathogen. The inoculum of the test pathogen (0.2 % w/w) and fungicides at the 
rate of 200, 400 and 800 ug/g concentrations were mixed thoroughly in sterilized and 
unsterilized soil and placed in sterilized earthen pots separately in replicates. Soil- 
inoculum without addition of fungicides served as control. Pots were watered 
regularly with equal amount of water to maintain the moisture level of the soil and 
covered with muslin cloth throughout the study to avoid aerial contamination. 
Population dynamics of the pathogen was determined at 15, 30 and 45 days interval. 
Soil samples were powdered separately with pestle and mortar after each incubation 
period. Fifty mg of inoculum-soil sample was sprinkled onto Czapek-Dox agar plates 
The plates were incubated at 25 + 1°C for a week. Number of colonies grown in 
plates was identified, recorded and population of the propagules ए dry soil (on cfu 
basis) was estimated. Data were analysed statistically . 


RESULTS 


Table 1 shows that generally all the fungicides were effective to reduce 
growth of the pathogen at all the concentrations tested at different level. Jkstein 
PCNB and Dithane M-45 reduced the growth by 96.6%, 86.6% and 83.3%, 
respectively at 100 ug/ml concentration. In the in vivo experiment, there was 
significantly gradual decline in the population of the pathogen at different incubation 
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periods and at different concentrations (Table 2). Jkstein was most effective in 
checking the population significantly (o = 0.01). No propagule was recorded at 400 
ug/g. concentration in the sampling done on 45 days and at 800 ug/g concentration in 
the sampling done on 30 and 45 days in sterilized soil. PCNB checked the population 
completely at 800 ug/g concentratior or..30 and 45 days samplings, while with 
Dithane M-45 only,on 45 day sampling at 800 ug/g concentration no population was 
recorded in sterilized soil. In unsterilized soil the fungicides were most effective at 
800 ug/g concentration on 45 day sampling where no population was recorded. 


Table 1: Effect of fungicides against Macrophomina phaseolina (+ S.E. of the mean) 
Fungicides 


Dithane M-45 ‘| 
















58:33 +0.51 | 





6€.6 + 0.06 70.0 + 0.49 83.3+0.11 









PCNB 





55.0 0.67 7C0 + 0.17 75.0 + 0.91 86.6 + 0.34 





Jkstein 78.3 + 0.61 84.6 + 0.17 91.6+ 0.23 96.6 + 0.38 








Table 2: Effect of fungicides* on population dynamics of M. phaseolina in sterilized - 
and unsterilized soil (Initial pcpulation 580 propagules g dry soil) 





AARAA ANP AP A TEE Tara TET ETT ST “००००7: pa ERE r A तक. aa a a A A tdimnnsinntmd hr 


Steri ized soil Unsterilized soil 
Fungicides | Concentrat- Number of propagules g™ dry soil 


Ion(ug/g)-. Samplings (Days) 
| 30 
466(20) | 435(25) | 37735) | 394(32) (42) | 261(55) 
261(55) | 214(63) | 127(78) | 214(63) 87(85) 
:116(80) - - | 69(88) - 





348(40) | 312(45) | 278(52) | 290(50) | 278(52) | 232(60) 
Dithane 203(65) 174(70) | 116(80) | 92(84) 


M-45 139(76) 104(82) | 46(92) 


290(50) 2(72 261(55) | 127(78) | 104(82) 
Jkstein 185(68) 145(75) | 139(76) | 104(82) 
58(90) 116(80) | 81(86) - 
*Significant at p = 0.01 using two way ANOVA test at df 2 | 
Values in parentheses correspond to perzent reduction in survival of the propagules 
g dry soil 
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DISCUSSION 


Under in vitro study higher concentration of fungicides was found most 
effective in reducing the growth of the pathogen. Fungicidal treatments of soil may be 
useful to control the soil borne plant pathogens by stimulating certain antagonists and 
thus help in the integrated control of the disease. The toxicity of fungicides depends 
upon their chemical nature, sensitivity of the pathogen to a particular fungicide and 
mode of application. A considerable decline in the population of Macrophomina 
phaseolina with some fungicides has been reported. (Ilyas et al., 1975). 
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Abstract 


AIDS Education is bzing considered the core element of 
curriculum now a days throughout the world. The present research 
paper has been confined to the study of introduction of AIDS Education 
in Secondary School Curriculum and finding out the difference in 
attitude of Graduate and Post-Graduate teachers, male and female 
teachers, and tribal and non-tribal teachers 


INTRODUCTION 


Acquired Immunodeficiency Syndrome (AIDS) is a dreadful diseasé which is 
well kaown throughout the world now a days. In 1981 for the first time this dreadful 
disease AIDS was found among the tomosexual males of USA. It was noticed that 
AIDS 58 communicable disease caused by a virus. This virus is termed as Human 
Immuro-Deficiency Virus (HIV). The HIV is such a dangerous virus that once an. 
individual gets infected with the virus (HIV), the individual looks fresh and healthy 
for a long period and the concerned iadividual may not be aware of HIV infection. 
The infection of HIV damages the immune systém of the body which leads to the 
appearance of AIDS and subsequent death. It is worth to be noted that the human. 
body gets infected’ with HIV in different ways such as sexual intercourse with an 
infected individual, transfusion of infected blood, HIV infected mother to her baby at 
child tirth, and sharing of needles, syringes etc. In 1993, WHO estimated at the 
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global level that 13 million adults and one million children have been infected with 
the HIV and WHO has predicted that by the year 2000 a total of 30-40 million people 
of the world will be getting infected. As of 28" October, 1993, a total of 3600 cases ` 
of AIDS had been reported in South Eest Asia. In South East Asian countries 
Thailand and India have reported the largest number of cases, 3001 and 444 
respectively. It is marked that the majority of cases are in the age group of 15-40 
years.-Looking into the situation of India, it was found that the first case of AIDS got 
registered in Bombay in the year 1986 but after this, on 31 October, 1993, there were 
13448 individuals out of 1933834 who were found infected with HIV. The 
seropositivity rate increased from 2.5 per 1000 to 11.2 per 1000 by 1992. It is 
surprising to note that the HIV infected cases were found in almost all the states and 
union territories. Further, in November 1992, the Ministry of Health and Family 
Welfare and WHO undertook a programme to assess the actual prevalence of HIV in 
the country. By having the available data the team stated that HIV prevalence in 
commercial workers, injecting drug users, antenatal clinic attendants and blood 
donors, the number of HIV infected persons in India exceeded 600000. All these facts . 
and figures reveal that AIDS is not only spreading geographically but also increasing 
numerically among the people. By studyirg the situation of various countries of the 
world, WHO reported that poverty is a very significant factor which works to put the 
person at high risk situation because the poor financial conditions make the man to 
put his family on task to earn the livelihood. Because of these conditions, AIDS is 
spreading very fast in India which concerns every one of us. As there is no cure for 
AIDS, hence, preventive measures need to be adopted. For this purpose, preventive 
education is the only means of preventing HIV/AIDS. WHO has estimated that nearly 
half of all the HIV infected persons are young students between the age group of 15- 
24 years. There are about 4 crores of secondary school students and out of these the 
girls students are nearly one crore in number. These young students need to be 
educated regarding the various issues related to AIDS. The imparting of knowledge 
relating to the different issues of AIDS is termed as AIDS Education. Looking into 
the gravity of this phenomenon, it is extremely important that the concept like AIDS 
Education must be included in secondary school curriculum so that our young 
students are made aware of the fatal diseas2 like AIDS. AIDS Education in secondary 
school curriculum will make the young children to learn about AIDS, talk about. 
AIDS, discuss about AIDS and practice certain: practices through which AIDS can be 
avoided 


AIDS education has been included in the.secondary school curriculum of 
various developed and developing countries of the world. The large number of 
research studies have also been conducted relating to AIDS education and its effect 
on the behaviour of young students. Some of the important research studies are cited 
as under 


Os 


_ Attitude of Secondary School Teachers 


Brown (1992) conducted a study relating the impact of an AIDS interactive 
video disc curriculum. It was an 2xperimental study and was found that the 
experimental group of students whc were exposed interactive video disc (IVD) 
cerriculum could likely to plan to abstain or practice safer sex at their next sexual 
ercounter 


Hummer (1993) showed in his investigation the effect of an HIV/AIDS 
prevention curriculum on self-efficacy and condom use. In this study, the students’ 
behaviour self-efficacy and attitudes were evaluated in which the students who were 
exposed to HIV/AIDS prevention curriculum showed the positive attitude regarding 
thz use of condoms. Kanjanawasee (1५93) indicated in his study relating to the effects 
of knowledge and attitudes about AIDS on behaviour among the students of 
Chulalongkorn University. The results from this study indicated that male students 
hed a more positive attitude towards people with AIDS than female students and 
fenale students used more effective communication patterns than the male students. 
Weeks (1994) reported through his research study on AIDS in the 1990s: The risk for 
University students. The results of the study indicated that students are at high risk 
for HIV infection because of their multiple sexual relationships, their percentage of 
Sexually Transmitted Disease (STD) infections, and their low level of condom use 
during sexual intercourse. Additionally, those students from divorced homes appear 
to practice the most risky behaviour. At the end of the study, it was recommended 
that the students must be provided AIDS education to avoid the risky behaviour. 
Dames (1993) revealed in his study that there is need of implementation of 
H_V/AIDS education in schools of New York state by having the AIDS curriculum, 
stadent programmes and participaticn, multi-strategies classroom instruction, in- 
service for staff, and parents, community involvement in the HIV/AIDS education 
programmes. Thomas (1993) conducted a research study on Institutional 
Management Considerations for effective AIDS prevention Education Guidelines for 
K-12.school districts. The dissertations clarified and rewarded a list of 20 guidelines 
foz acceptability compared to the responses for consensus model guidelines and 
developed 18 model guidelines which any K-12 school district could follow. Weedon 
(1393) investigated that the Memphis city schools seventh and ninth grade HIV/AIDS 
prevention curriculum Guides. are effective in providing students with HIV/AIDS 
in-ormation. The students may berefit from this information when decisions 
rezarding individual lifestyles are to be taken. Lusson (1992) described through: his 
research project that the adults witn developmental disabilities are at risk for 
becoming infected with HIV virus due to their cognitive limitations, lack of social 
sk Ils, and high incidence of sexual abuse. For this reason, AIDS . education 
cucriculum was developed and experimented. The results of thé project indicated that 
the test scores from the pre and post tests improved significantly. Altender (1991) 
investigated the effects of an educational programmes in junior high schools on 
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adolescents’ attitudes and knowledge about AIDS utilizing the PRECEDE model. 
-The experiment was completed by having the adolescents of seventh and eighth 
grades and was found that the adolescents who were exposed to PRECEDE model ` 
-could show positive effects on the attitudes and knowledge of those adolescents. 


By taking into account all these research studies, it is concluded that the AIDS 
education needs to be imparted in all the schools to make the young students aware of 
the disease AIDS which is fatal in nature. As there is no cure for AIDS, hence, 
education and prevention are the only tools for curtailing this epidemic. AIDS 
education must be included in the secondary school curriculum for preparing the 
healthy and happy students who are considered backbone of the country. The 
investigator thought to seek the opinion of school teachers regarding the inclusion of 
AIDS education in thé secondary school curriculum of Arunachal Pradesh and 
consequently the following problem was taken in hand for investigation: 


A STUDY OF ATTITUDES OF SECONDARY SCHOOL TEACHERS TOWARDS 
THE INTRODUCTION OF AIDS EDUCATION IN SECONDARY SCHOOL 
STAGE CURRICULUM 


OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY ` 
The present investigation contained the following objectives: 


1. To study the attitudes of secondary school teachers towards the introduction of 
AIDS education in secondary school stage curriculum 

2. To find out the difference, if any, between the attitudes of graduate and post- 
graduate teachers towards the introduction of AIDS Education in secondary school 
curriculum. | 

3. To find out the difference, if any, between the attitudes of male and female 
teachers towards the introduction of AIDS education in secondary school curriculum 
4. To study the difference between the attitudes of tribal and non-tribal teachers 
towards the introduction of AIDS Education in the secondary school curriculum: 


HYPOTHESES 
The investigator formulated the following hypotheses for the present study: 


1. The secondary school teachers are having highly positive attitudes towards the 
introduction of AIDS education in the secondary school curriculum. 


_ Attitude of Secondary School Teachers 


2. There is significant difference between the attitudes of graduates and post-graduate 

teachers towards the introduction of AIDS Education in secondary school curriculum. 
3. There is significant difference between the attitudes of male and female teachers 
towards the introduction of AIDS Education in the secondary school curriculum 

4. Thee is significant difference between the attitudes of tribal and nori-tribal 
teachers towards the introduction o? AIDS Education in the secondary school 
curricu um 


DELINITATIONS OF THE STUDY 
Tae present investigation was confined to: 


1. six {districts of Arunachal Pradesh such as West Kameng, Papum Pare, Lower 
Sabansri, East Siang, West Siang and Changlang, 

2. graduate and post-graduate male and female, tribal and non-tribal teachers 300 in- 
number as a sample for this study, 

3. senier secondary, secondary, and up er primary school teachers 


NETEODOLOGY 


Educational research is the aplication of scientific method of the study of 
ecucatDnal problems. All the research methods follow the various steps which come 
umder the scope. of scientific method. In the present study, the investigator adopted 
the normative method of research and the following steps were followed for the 
completion of this study 


J. Selection of Sample. 

JL. Selection of tools. 
जा, Administration of tools. 

IV. Tabulation of data and computation of results. 
“V. Results and their interpretations. 


I. Selection of Sample 


Sampling is an important asp>ct of the research study in which relatively 
83911 rumber of events or individuals or objects are selected for representing the total 
pepula-ion of the research study. For the present study, the investigator selected a 
semple of 300 teachers working in upper primary, secondary, and senior secondary 
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schools of Arunachal Pradesh. These 300 teachers were selected randomly from the 
different six districts of Arunachal Pradesh. The selected sample of 300 teachers 
consisted of 150 graduate and 150 post-graduate teachers, male and: female teachers 
were 200 and 100 in numbers respectively, and ‘similarly, tribal and non-tribal 
teachers were 100 and 200 in numbers resrectively 


II. Selection of Tool 


The investigators used the attitude scale, which was developed by themselves. 
The five-point scale was constructed by edopting. the steps given by Likert (1932) 
The reliability coefficient of the scale came out to be 0.90 and further the content 
validity was also established 


HI, Administration of Attitude Scale: 


The investigators selected four coworkers who visited the differént districts of 
Arunachal Pradesh and administered the attitude scale to a sample of 300 school _ 
teachers. These coworkers collected the Cata‘required for the present investigation. 
After this the scoring work was completed by following the weightage given to 
different responses of each statement of the attitude scale 


IV. Tabulation and Organization of Attitude Scores of Teachers and Computation of 
Results :- ' 


`” After the completion of scoring work the attitude score of 300 teachers were 


listed and the frequency table was preparec to compute the mean attifude score of 300 
teachers. The tables are put as under ' 
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Table 1: Computation of attitude meaa score by using the frequency table of attitude 
scores of 300 teachers towards the inclusion of AIDS education in 
secondary school curriculum 


Class Intervals fo | x | k 


110-119 

100-109 | | 
90-99 . 100 (+195) 
80-89 | | 0 
70-79 | -27 (-139) 
60-69 | -26 
50-59 . -42 
40-49 ` | -24 
30-39 | _ -20 





S fx = +56 


Li ae 
Mean = AM + ( N x1 
4 


MOSEL 
584.5 + (399) 510 
= 84.50 — 1.86 

= 86.36 


As cited earlier, the sample cf 300 teachers was put into two groups, i.e. 
graduate teachers and post-graduate teachers in the sample of the present study. The 
frequency tables of attitude scores of graduate teachers and post-graduate teachers 
were prepared to calculate. the attitude mean scores and standard ‘deviations of both 
the groups as shown in table-3 and teble-4 for graduate teachers. and post-graduate 
teechers respectively ॒ 
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Table 2: Computation of attitude mean score and standard - deviation . by using the 
frequency table of attitude scores of graduate teachers 


1111 111 e e 








F x व 














9 
38 . . 
54(+101) ` 

0 

-13(-67) 

-12 

-21 

-16 
-5 


— m | a | Ses] 


Mean = AM + a Xi 


pri Lh m 
PN S POW 










aoa a 
150 
= 86,76 
SD = TANCE) - (Sfx)? ) - (Sfx)? 
: = 50846) - (34)? - 
Dr 


= 225.26 % 0.06 ` ` 


= 13.51 
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TabE 3: Computation of attitude mean score and standard deviation by using the 
frequency table of attitude scores of post-graduate teachers 


Clars Tatervals 






















110-119 2 6 
100-109 21 42 
90-99 46 46(+94) 
80-89 48) 
70-79 14 
60-69 7 
50-59 a; 
40-49 2 

. 30-39 3 | -15 

(pee dE R360 
Mean = AM + ( =E )x1 


= 84,50 + (25 x 10 
150 | 


= 84.50 + 1.46 


= 85.9€ 


SD = 6 (55%) - Gf)? 





Cee 
Sr 


= 50660 —(22)? 


= 0.06 x 231.33 


= 13.87 
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` To find out the differences, if any, between the attitude mean scores of 
graduate and post-graduate teachers, the investigator used the t-test and the t-value 
was computed by using the following formula 


|] (ऐए, -1) 9:0५, -1) | 1 1 
NEN tz N N, 


Where Ni and N; = the number of cases in group 1 and 2 
Sı and 92 = the standard deviation of groups 1 and 2 
M; and M2 = the mean scores of two groups 


: | 86.76 — 85.96 
NE + (13.87) (150-1) Ee 
150+150-2 | 150 150 


8 


a 


© 
© 


=m 
— 


किन 
n 


8 
= 0.50- 
The table-4 presents the summary of attitude mean scores, standard deviations . 
and t-value of attitude scores of graduate and post-graduate teachers. The table-4 is 


given below 


Table 4: Summary of attitude mean scores, standard deviations and t-value of attitude 
scores of graduate and post graduate teachers. 


Graduate teachers 





Post-graduate teachers . 
Computed t-value 0.50 not significant at 0.01 level of confidence 
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Similarly, the attitude mean scores, the standard deviations, and t-values of | 
male and female teachers, tribal and non-tribal teachers were computed which have 
been shown in table-5 and table-6 respectively 


Table 5: Summaries of attitude mean scores, standard deviations, and t-values of 
attitude scores of female anc male teachers 









Gro ~ §D ‘t-value 
0 [sa [059] 
१७ 86७10 आडकर 


a 






Table 6: Summaries of attitude mean scores, standard l deviation, and t-value of 
attitude score of tribal and non-tribal teachers 


“SD 


Tribal teachers -~ | 100 877 TE 14.20 
Non-tribal-teachers | 200 © 0 ` 
Computed t-value 1.08 not significant at 0.1 level of confidence 





V. Results and Interpretation: 


(1) The investigator constructed and used the attitude scale which was having 
28 statements relating to AIDS educetion and its inclusion in the secondary school 
curriculum. As per the weightage to responses against each statement, the minimum 
and maximum attitude mean score of any group of subjects would be. zero (28 x 0 = 
0) and 112 (28 x 4 = 112) respectively. The frequency table-1 indicates the overall 
attitude mean score of all the 300 sutjects which came out to be 86.36 whereas the 
_ mean score of this attitude scale is 56.0 (28 x 2 = 56.0). It reveals that the secondary 
school teachers have higher attitude mean score (86.36) than the average attitude 
score (56.0) of the scale. It means ताड secondary school teachers. are having highly 
- favourable ‘attitude towards the introduction (inclusion) of AIDS education in the 
secondary school curriculum of Arcnachal Pradesh. By taking into account the _ 
- computed attitude mean score of all the 300 teachers, the first hypothesis of. the- 
present study is accepted ahd it is otserved that the secondary school teachers are 
highly in favour of introducing the AIDS education in the secondary school 
_ curriculum of Arunachal Pradesh , 


y 


(ii) The table-4 reflects that the computed t-value (0.50) is not significant at 


| है. gs 
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0.01 level of confidence for 298 df as the computed t-value: (0.50) is lesser than the 
criterion t-value (2.59), therefore, the second hypothesis of the study that there is 
significant difference between the attitudes of graduate and post-graduate teachers 
towards the introduction of AIDS education in the secondary school curriculum, is 
rejected. It means the graduate and post-graduate teachers do not differ in their 
attitudes towards the inclusion of AIDS education in secondary school curriculum of 
Arunachal Pradesh. It is worth to be noted that the graduate and post-graduate 
teachers both have 86.76 and 85.96 attitude mean scores respectively and these 
attitude mean scores are found significantly greater than the average attitude score 
(56.0) of the scale. From this it is referred that the graduate and: post-graduate 
teachers are having equally favourable attitudes towards the introduction of. AIDS 
education in the secondary school curriculum of Arunachal Pradesh. 


(111) Concerning to the attitudes cf female and male teachers, the table-5 
reveals that the obtained t-value (0.59) is not significant at 0.01 level of confidence 
for 298df as the obtained t-value (0.59).-s lesser than the criterion t-value (2.59) 
hence, the third hypothesis of the study: is rejected. It means there is no significant 
difference in the attitudes of female and male teachers towards the introduction of 
AIDS education in the secondary school curriculum of Arunachal Pradesh. Here,:it 1s 
to be noted that attitude mean scores of female and male teachers are 87.10 and 86.0 
respectively which are significantly greater than the average attitude score (56.0) of 
the scale. From this, it is found that the female and male teachers are also having 
equally favourable attitudes towards the introduction (inclusion) of AIDS education 
in the secondary school curriculum of Arunachal Pradesh. 


(iv) To investigate the difference between the attitudes of tribal and non-tribal 
teachers. towards the introduction (inclusion) of AIDS education in the secondary. 
school curriculum, the t-value was compuced by taking into account the means. and 
standard deviations of both the groups as shown in table-6. The computed t-value 
(1.08) is not significant at 0.01 level of. confidence for 298 df as this computed t- 
value (1.08) is lesser than the criterion t-va_ue (2.59), therefore, the last hypothesis of 
the study was also rejected. It. shows that the tribal and non-tribal teachers do not 
differ in their attitudes towards the inclusion of AIDS education in the secondary. 
school curriculum of-.Arunachal Pradesh. From this it is interpreted that the tribal and 
non-tribal teachers are also having equally favourable attitudes towards the inclusion 
of AIDS curriculum of Arunachal Pradesh as their attitude mean scores are 87.70 and 
85.70 respectively which were found greater than the average attitude score.(56.0) of 
the scale 


At the end, in view of all these four résults it is concluded that the secondary 
school teachers have highly positive atitudes. towards the inclusion of AIDS 


— 
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2ducation in the secondary school curriculum of Arunachal Pradesh. Secondly, it is 
-nteresting to know that the secondary school teachers do not differ in their attitudes 
with respect to their qualifications, sex, and racial aspects. Hence, all the secondary 
school teachers of Arunachal Pradest. are of the opinion that AIDS education must be 
-ncluded in the secondary school curriculum which will educate the young students 
regarding various issues related to FIV/AIDS and as.a result the students would be 
able to talk about AIDS, discuss aboit AIDS, have positive attitudes and values, and 
practise certain practices through which HIV/AIDS can be avoided 


Recommendations for further studies and activities 


After the completion of the present research study, the investigator recommends some 
of the research studies, and activities which need to be followed i 


1. It is suggested that some research studies should be taken up to find out the 
attitudes of educational administrators towards the inclusion of AIDS education in 
school curriculum 

A research study needs to be ccndueted to find-out the opinions of young students 
‘towards the AIDS-education 
3. Further, research study can: be conducted to investigate the opinions of college 
teachers and students towards the AIDS education. _ 
4. On the basis of the results of the present research study, it is recommended that 
AIDS education must be included in the secondary school curriculum of Arunachal 
Pradesh | 
5. AIDS education is desired to be included in the school curriculum by secondary 
school teachers of Arunachal Pradesh, therefore, it is recommended that the 
instructional materials relating to HIV/AIDS should be developed by following 
specific instructional objectives 
6. To transmit the course content of AIDS education, it is recommended that methods 
and approaches of teaching and evaluative procedure need to be stated clearly for 
making the AIDS education effective in nature 

The teachers who are.to teach AIDS education at the school level must be oriented 
Hence, the orientation programme fcr teachers and heads of educational institutions 
. must be organized relating to AIDS education | 
6. Further, it is recommended that tte AIDS education must be included in teacher 
education curriculum as a core element | 
¢. Seminars, debates, exhibition, workshops etc. must be.organized at the block 
Cistrict, and state levels to create the zeneral awareness among the students, teachers 
Farents and other people of the locality 
All these research studies and other activities will make the programme of AIDS 
education very successful in the state and country as a whole 
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Abstract 


_ A study was conducted to identify the status, the problems 
related to the use of ET in schocls. Seven Senior Secondary Schools in 
Delhi run by the Delhi Tamil Eaucational Association (D.T.E.A.) were 
selected for the study. The size of sample was thirty-eight. 
Questionnaire and interview scaedule were used for collecting data. 
The results were not encouraging about the availability and use of ET 
equipment in those schools. The reasons have been also discussed 
along with suggestions. 


INTRODUCTION 


Educational effects are greatly d2pendent upon the perception of teaching and 
methods the teacher has and the uses (s)he makes of equipment.. Use of necessary 
technology in teaching-learning contributes to quality in education. Traditional 
teaching methods are unable to cope with the demands of present day learning 
process which requires students to learn more both quantitatively and qualitatively at 
every level. Meeting such requirements leaves teacher with no alternatives but to 
accept the welcome help of technological inputs for making classroom teaching more 
meaningful. 


Use of audio-visual aids increases the learning ability of students remarkably. 
Thus, developed countries have made learning an enjoyable exercise for students. 
Inspite of the present state of school education, India has been steadily making an 
effort in joining the information age. Introduction of AIR (All India Radio) 
educational broadcasts in the 1950s and ETV (educational television) programme in 


Correspondence a 
Tel. 0360 — 277236 ; Fax. 0360 — 277317 | | 3, 7g 
E — mail address : sspandian @ rediffmail.com P 


21 


S. Sivaraj Pandian AURJ. Vol. 3(2), 2000, 21-29 


the late 708 demonstrated her interest in promoting the quality of national school 
education. The NCERT (National Council of Educational Research and Training) and 
other educational organizations are involving in educational innovations at classroom 
level. These nodal agencies also conduct in-service orientations for teachers 
periodically to acquaint them about the preparation and use of ET (educational 
technology) aids. The Government of India formally recognized the importance of 
incorporating ET equipment in teaching-learning process with the launching of the 
National Policy of Education (NPE) (1986). It envisaged the use of ET in avoiding 
structural dualism’ in the country. ET has been adopted as a mode of delivery of 
quality education to distant areas and to the deprived sections of the Indian society. 


Educational broadcasting covers most of India. The radio stations actively 
engage on promoting this activity. The Satellite Instructional Television Experiment 
(SITE) and Indian National Satellite (INSAT) cater to educational needs of large 
number of children in the interior areas of Indian countryside. “INSAT for education” 
is an important aspect of work of the CIET (Central Institute of Educational 
Technology) 


Considerable research focusing on the availability, utilization and 
effectiveness of ET at the school level has been carried out in India. These studies 
(eg. Mohanty et al. (1976); Sood et al. (1982); Rao (1984)) ascribed the low use of 
ET equipment in Indian schools to funds crisis, lack of time, heavy work load, lack of 
space etc. Availability of ET aids in Indian schools is surely limited. It is not known if 
available ET equipment are properly utilized in classrooms. Majority of the studies 
pertaining to the problems of the employment of ET in Indian schools were .carried 
out in the 705 and ’80s. The present case study, in a continuing effort analysed the 
problems in regard to the employment of ET in schools in the २905. Problems like 
what changes have come about in schools on ET, what are the roles of the 
Government in promoting the use of ET in schools etc, had been taken up for 
examination. Besides, the study examined the process of user-technology interface to 
find out to what extent one affected another, what are the preferences of the users and 
what demands education is making by its nature and needs 


OBJECTIVES 


The present analysis has the following objectives: _ 

i) To identify the status of ET in the contexts of schools. ` 

ii) To investigate the problems related to the use of the ET in schools, and 

iii) To examine how far teachers were able to handle and use technological equipment 
in promoting teaching-learning process 


22 


The Problems of Educational Technology 
METHODOLOGY 


1) Sample and Sampling Technique | 

_ Seven senior secondary schools :n Delhi run by the Delhi Tamil Educational 
Association (D.T.E.A.) were. selected fcr case study. Thirty-eight teachers from the 
seven D.T.E.A. schools comprised the sample. The sample teachers comprised of 
TGTs (trained graduate teachers) and PGTs (post graduate teachers). Stratified and 
random sampling techniques were emp-oyed in selécting the sample teachers from 
D.T.E.A. schools. Purposive sampling technique was used to select respondents for 
personal interview. They were selected from within the stratified and random sample 
of teachers chosen for the study. 


1) Tools Used | 

Two kinds of data collecting devices were used in realizing the objectives of 
the present study viz, 1) questionnaire and 2) personal interview. The steps involved 
in construction of questionnaire and irterview schedule were discussed in detail 
(Pancian, 1975). However, the nature anc purpose of these instruments are as follow: 


1) Questionnaire: 
The questionnaire consisted of three parts viz., 


Schedule-I: sought to identify the status of ET in D.T.E.A. schools and to 
draw responses from the select techniques of D.T.E.A. schools on various factors, 
problems and aspects of ET employed by them. 


Schedule-If: elicited information about the use of ET equipment by the 
respondents of D.T.E.A. schools. 


Schedule-[II: aimed at exploring tie availability of suitable ET equipment and 
their use in D.T.E.A. schools. 


2) Personal interview | 

A few respondents (n=17) were personally interviewed. The observations and 
comments made by them in the questionnaire were sought to be further 
explained/explored. 
RESULTS : 


The managing bodies and principals of schools are generally responsive for 
promotion of ET in schools. Also, equally important is the need to depute/sponsor 
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teachers for attending in-service programs on ET to make proper use of the available 
ET equipment pertaining to subjects taught in various grades. Teachers shape the 
destiny of students. Therefore, teachers need to be encouraged with the process of 
decision-making at school level. At the ‘east, consultations of teachers by principals 
help identifying teachers needs to simulate classroom activities through ET 
equipment. Teachers are the primary users of technology. Their motivations need to 
be kept up to accomplish the educational objectives. Discouraging teachers from 
participating in decision-making rather lead to losing their professional interest. 


1. Sample teachers of D.T.E.A. schools were asked of allocation of funds for the 
purchase of ET equipment for their schools. Of them, 36 percent of respondents were 
aware about the funds earmarked for purchasing ET equipment by their respective 
schools for the current academic year. However, 44 percent respondents said there 
was no allocation of funds for ET. 20 percent of teachers were not aware about 
allocation of funds, if any, for ET by their school authorities 

The administrators of D.T.E.A. schools were contacted to know about 
allocation of funds earmarked for the purchase of ET equipment, for their schools. It 
was learnt that an amount ranging from Rs. 5000 to 10,000 allocated to each 
laboratory (i.e. Physics, Chemistry and Biology) of D.T.E.A. school every year. 
Priorities were given for the purchase of laboratory equipment from the allocated 
amount. The amount unspent, if any, was to be utilized for the purchase of ET 
equipment 


2. Teaching-learning is a process that links teachers and students directly. 
Administrators are the supporters of the two communities. Whenever teachers find 
difficulties in students’ learning, it is incumbent on teachers to suitably modify 
teaching styles. Use of ET equipment help teachers in this way to teach subjects in 
accordance with the students’ diversified learning capabilities. Therefore, the Heads 
of the institutions owes the academic responsibility consulting with teachers about the 
purchase of required ET equipment for school 

37 percent of teachers were “regularly” consulted by their principals about the 
purchase of required ET equipment for their schools. 34 percent of teachers were 
“sometimes” consulted while 29 percent respondents complained that they were 
“never” consulted by their principals for the said cause. 


3. Considerations of principals about teachers’ recommendations on the purchase of 
ET equipment, however, would not help in getting the necessary ET equipment for 
quality learning. It was found that 23 percent of teachers’ recommendations were 
“always” considered. 17 percent respondents said that their recommendations were 

mostly” considered by their respective principals. 31 percent of teachers felt that 
their recommendations on purchasing of ET equipment were “sometimes” considered 
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by Srincipals of their schools.:Not:a single teacher checked with the indicator “no 

never” for this item. Therefore,:it was evident that at least in one occasion or the 

othar, the principals of D.T.E.A.. schcols were abide. by the recommendations of 

teachers about the purchase of ET equioment. Teachers who were “never” consulted 
by “heir principals (29 percent) responded with “not applicable”. | 


4, In-service programmes ‘on. ET are of paramount importance for teachers in 
upgrading their teaching competencies. Among total respondents, only 34 percent of 
teachers attended. at least one in-service training on ET. During interview, however, it 
was. realized. that more than half of the respondents who attended in-service training 
were but aside ET such as on science education, work experience education, teaching 
of home science etc | 


Problems related to-use of ET in D.T.E.A. schools | 


Schools have limited resources but high enrolment of students. The load of 
curiculum and present. examination system perturb teachers, administrators and 
stulents quite a lot. Such academic problems become challenging experiences to 
then every day. One of those problems are related: to the use of ET aids in 
classrooms then ॒ ' 


. Special emphasis has been laid by educationists on extensive use of ET equipment 
at school level. Schools are to provide minimum infrastructural facilities to 
accomplish the objectives of learning in systematically. A majority 92 percent of 
respondents felt that D.T.E.A. schools were not adequately equipped. Only a few 
resvondents:(8 percent) wére felt satisfied about the availability of ET equipment in 
ther schools | 


2. Availability of:ET equipment in schools, generally do not meet the required level 
of ceaching-learning owing to increasing demand of education at school level. For 
exemple, if only one OHP is available in a school, it is always in heavy demand. Non- 
availability of a particular ET equipment on time would lead the users deprived of its 
berefit 

= Among the respondents of D.T.E.A. schools only 3 percent of teachers 
. complained that they had problems “rzgularly” in getting ET equipment issued for 
classroom teaching. 23 percent of teachers felt similarly but “sometimes”, 48 percent 
of -eachers “never” had problems in getting the ET equipment issued. Around one- 

fourth (26 percent) of teachers responded to the indicator “not applicable”. They were 
nor-users of ET media. Most of the respondents-who felt difficulty in getting the ET 
equipment issued reasoned out the non-availability of required number of ET 

equipment in their schools 
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3. Teaching-learning are complex skills to be handled and coordinated carefully by 
teachers. Inspite of efficient handling of ET equipment by teachers the factors 
prevailing among students such as IQ, learning styles etc. would try to hinder the 
qualitative educational outcomes. Such problems can be subsided considerably after 
teachers discuss them among themselves. This exercise, in turn, would improve the 
confidence of teachers about using ET aids in classrooms. | 
| It was found that 18 percent of sample teachers “regularly” discussed the 
_ difficulties met with during the use of ET media in classrooms with their colleagues. 
38 percent. teachers “sometimes” discussed such problems whereas 18 percent 
respondents “never” discussed the problems of ET use with their fellow teachers. The 
remaining 26 percent respondents were non-users of ET. They responded with the 
indicator “not applicable 


4. Discussing the problems among on using ET media would help them improve the ` 
teaching-learning strategies. Constructive criticisms and suggestions from fellow. 
teachers are welcome-help to neophytes. The improper use of ET media coupled with 
poor classroom control would wane the self-confidence of novices in their profession, . 
61 percent of respondents felt that their fellow teachers were “very responsive” while 
discussing the problems about using ET equipment for the improvement of classroom 
situations. 34 percent teachers were of opinion that their colleagues were “lukewarm” 
in response. 5 percent of respondents held the view. of “non-responsive” against their 
colleagues about discussing the problems of ET use in classrooms | 


Teachers ability in handling and use of ET equipment 


1. A well-equipped ET center alone is no longer useful to a school. -Equally important 
is the effective use of available ET equipment in support of teaching-learning process 
Handling of electric and electronic ET equipment is a skill. It, therefore, requires 
teacher’s aptitude and formal training. In-service training opportunities ‘from 
educational organizations could be helpful to teachers for essential use of ET 
_ equipment in classroom 

71 percent of respondent teachers complained that they did not 8९ any formal 
training in handling electrical and electronic ET media. However, 29 percent of 
teachers got adequate training in handling of those ET equipment from educational 
organizations 


2. Teachers’ ability in. proper handling of electrical and electronic ET equipment was 
to be identified keeping in view the quality of training they had from educational 
organizations. Out of the total respondents, 11 percent and 14 percent of them were 


- able to handle “almost all” and st” of the available electrical and electronic ET . | 


equipment from their schools respectively. 46 percent of teachers were able to handle 
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‘only a few” such ET equipment available to them. 20 percent of respondents were 
unabie to handle even a single electrical or electronic ET equipment. While cross- 
` checking the responses of teachers tt was identified that 90 percent of respondents . 
who took training from educational organizations on the use of ET media were able to. 
kandle “almost all”.and “most” of the ET equipment available from their schools 


2, Teachers were asked to list four ET equipment which they could handle/use most 
Ey themselves. Nearly 20 different 1708 of ET equipment in use were mentioned by 
tiem. All the- identified ET equipment by respondents were categorized into 
projeztive and non-projective ET aids by their nature and working. The first three ET 
equipment specified by the sample t>achers were TV, model and chart respectively 
Only a few respondents (12 percent) were able to handle projectors and computers by 
themselves j 


ब. Educational broadcasts have majoz roles in disseminating information to all levels 

cf educational system. Out of the tote! respondents, however, it was found that only a 

very few teachers of D,T.E.A. schools (i.e. 3 percent) were “regularly” listening to 
educational programmes, 3 percent respondents “frequently” listened to those 

programmes, A large number of sample teachers (38 percent) “occasionally” listened 

to AIR educational programmes. 29 percent of teachers admitted that they “rarel 

. listened to AIR educational programmes whereas 27 percent respondents confessed 

that they “never” listened to AIR educational broadcasts 


5. Educational television is equally a powerful learning medium like classroom radio . 
in bringing innovations to teaching-learning in Indian schools. Out of the total 
respondents of D,T.E.A. schools only.3 percent of them viewed ETV programmes 
“regularly”. 13 percent’ of teachers “fequently” viewed ETV programmes. 30 percent _ 
- - of respondents viewed them “occasionally”. The highest percentage of respondents 
- (i.e, 58 percent) “rarely” viewed ETV programmes of Doordarshan. !6 percent of 
teachers admitted that they “never” watched ETV programmes of their subjects 


6. Among total respondents, a mere 9 percent were “entirely satisfied” about the use 
of E media in their classroom whereas 29 percent .of teachers were “mostly 


_ satisfied”. The highest percentage of respondents. was for the indicator “fairly 


satisfied” (i.e. 37 percent). 11 percen- and 14 percent of respondents opined that they 
were “not often” and “not at all satisfied” with using ET equipment in their 
c_assrooms respectively | | 


7 A large number of sample teachers of D.T.E.A.-schools satisfied in using ET media 


in their classrooms. They, however, felt otherwise in terms of adequacy of the use of 
ET media in classrooms. The results showed that 30 percent of respondents felt that 
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their use of ET media in classrooms was “adequate”. A majority 70 percent of 
respondents realized that the use of ET media was- “not adequate” 


DISCUSSION 


India- is a third world country. She,. however, tries her best in. promoting 
quality education. School education in India suffers largely in terms of poor-economy, 
diversity in school curricula, diversity in instruction: through regional languages, 
centre and state’: Government administered educational system, Government: and 
management run schools and so on. The Government of India makes valiant efforts in 
promoting ET at school level. However, it is realized that no due attention has been 
paid by the Government of its efforts in bringing ET to classrooms. The authorities of 
D.T.E.A. schools complained that neither the Delhi Administration nor the 
Government of India helped the Government aided schools with adequate funds for 
the purchase of ET equipment. Difficulties‘in generating funds by their own:had been 
realized by the authorities if -minority-run schools ‘such ‘as D.T.:E.A. to meet 
educational expenditures 

Use of ET media in schools undoubtedly.depends upon the teachers’ aptitude 
and interest. However, this could be far from reach when adequate ET equipment are 
not available to teachers l 

All the seven D.T.E.A. schools have got low-level teaching aids such -as 
posters, maps, models, charts etc. But most D.T.E.A. schools do not possess electrical 
and electronic ET. equipment. Low utilization:of ET: equipment by the teachers of 
D.T.E.A. schools has been identified. Teachers felt that the load: of curriculum was 
too heavy to bear with at school level. Most of the respondents cited that rigid 
curriculum and difficulty in setting ET equipment ready prior to use them in 
classrooms were major reasons for low use. Teachers suggested the NCERT should 
prescribe the guidelines for use of ET media for'each‘classroom topic. Teachers of 
D.T.E.A. schools concerned about the time consumption for setting ET: equipment 
ready for classroom use (Pandian, 1997). Operation of electrical afd electronic ET 
equipment definitely requires skilled assistance’ for a” teacher. ' Therefore, «the 
Government’s support in appointing skilled: assistants for better utilization of ET 
equipment at schools-would be a welcome help to teachers 

Teachers of D.T.E.A. schools realized that the availability of ET equipment 
was limited in meeting: educational needs ‘of ‘students. Though, seyeral teachers of 
D.T.E.A. schools felt satisfied about using ET media in their classrooms, their 
failures to maximum exploitation of ET aids available in D.T.E.A. schools. were 
' identified. The analysis of data showed the inability of most of teachers of D.T.E.A. 
schools in handling ET aids. Teachers are not to be blamed on the whole rather 
administrators and educational organizations are held responsible for this. Trainees 
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are least exposed to ET equipmen: during teacher training programmes. Without 
adequate knowledge about the use of ET aids, trainees become eligible to teach in 
schools, Sooner or later, therefore, they are victimized by the monotonous “chalk and 
talk” method 

| In-service programmes on ET are regularly offered to school teachers by the — 
CIET and other educational organizations. However, only a small percentage of 
school teachers are so far benefited from such in-service programmes. At the worse, 
teachers of management-run schoo.s are near totally neglected, If this is true of 
teachers serving in Delhi, then the ET competence of teachers working in rural 
schools would easily be imagined 

Six out of seven D.T.E.A. schools possessed TV sets and a few, classroom 

radios. Inspite of this, most teachers of D.T.E.A. schools did not view and listen to . 
educational broadcasts. The Goverrment of India invests considerable amount on 
_ INSAT-1B, SITE and AIR. educatioral programmes in linking Indian schools under a 
common, single network. But these seem to have.borne poor results. Students of 
D.T.E.A. schools very rarely get changes to learn through educational broadcasts 
from school teachers leads to wastege of national resources. Teachers of D.T.E.A 
schools complained about the reluctance of authorities not keeping time-table in 
cccordance with the educational broadcast time. Teachers also experienced 
cifficulties in collecting large size o? students watch educational broadcasts at once 
To avoid such inconveniences, the live programmes of educational broadcasts may be. 
recorded and used in classrooms as and when needed. This arrangement in a long-run 
would help students strengthen their academic pursuits 
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Abstract . 

l The article endeavour to realize the human need which can be — 
fulfilled through Physical Eaucation and Sports as best advocated 
means. In the process of argument the article critically emphasized the 
UNESCO Charter, “draft Inte-national Charter of Physical Education 
And Sports” the general conference of UNESCO, Paris, emphasizing 
the broad areas. According to UNESCO charter; Article 1: The 

practice of Physical Educatioz and Sports is a fundamental right for 

- all. Article 2: Physical Education and Sports forms an essential 
element of life: long education in the overall education system 
Article °3:° Physical Educaticn and Sports programme must meet 
individual and social neéds. Article 4: Teaching, coaching and 

‘administration of Physical Edrcation and Sports should be performed 
by qualified personnel. Article 5: Adequate facilities and equipments 
are essential to Physical Eduzation and Sports. Article 6: Research. 
and evaluation are indispensable components of development of 
Physical Education and Sports. Article 7: °` Information and 
documentation help. to promote Physical Education and Sports 
Article 8: The mass media should exert positive influence on Physical 
‘Education and Sports. Article 3:National Institute plays major role in 
Physical Education and Sports Article 10: International co-operation 
is pre-requisite for the unive-sal and well balanced promotion of 
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Physical Education and Sports. The present article critically evaluates 
the administrative, political and legislative counters or antagonist 
factors not allowing to “Practice Physical Education and Sports as 
Fundamental Right For All”. Finally the article arriving with a list of 
factors preventing India to enforce practice of Physical Education and 
- Sports as fundamental right for all. Further more the article concludes ‘ 
with a proposed model to accomplish the fundamental right for all, 
“practice of Physical Education and Sports.” 


~ 


INTRODUCTION 7 CE E 


To live and survive among the best knowledge is required. Physical education 
is no exception and must keep itself updated as per the needs of the modern times. If . 
_ we look it in the Indian context than we can trace out that the education has four well- 
established broad objectives. The Indian society today needs to be reawakened to the 
fact that Physical Education is a significant social phenomenon, which ought to form 
the basic foundations of physical and mental development, which in turn, are essential 
_ for building a strong nation. It is universally recognized that Physical Education is 
one of the most important factors in promoting health and longevity. Physical 
Education and Sports increase the scope of human abilities and enriches the life of the 
_ individual and that of the society as a whole. That education has four broad objectives 
is well established, namely, the objective of self-realization, objective of human 
relationship, objective of economic efficiency and the objective of civic 
responsibility. Interestingly, if one were to identify one single aspect of education, 
which contributes, it is Physical Education. Inspite of these realities in today’s 
scheme of things, Physical Education unfortunately, is not accorded the status it 
deserves. For implementation of Physical Education programmes, there is a need for 
setting up of a National Council for Physical Education, which would: serve as an 
apex body for planning and implementation of Physical Education programmes 
across the length and breadth of the country. This body would also act as the national - 
focal-point in this extremely specialized field. ° | 


Sports, is still a subject in the ‘State’ List of the Constitution. We can have a . 
national Sports and Physical Education law, which will facilitate better co-ordination 
and monitoring of Sports and Physical Education activity in the country. Though, as 
16 States have agreed to the proposal for bringing Sports to the ‘Concurrent’ list, the 
remaining have not. There is also an urgent need to develop sports awareness and 
sports conciousness amongst our people, the teachers, students, parents, staff and 
faculties for creating a much-needed sports culture in the country. We need to orient 
our minds towards Sports and Physical Education. The Physical Education teachers. 
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and experts here will have a major rcle to play in this exercise. 


The emphasis on the Sports and Physical Education at the international level 
jas been recognized by the Genera! Conference of the United Nations Educational 
Scientific and Cultural Organisation. in its meeting in Paris at its 207 session. During 
-his meeting the following points were raised and approved as the Draft International 
~harter of Physical Education and Sports 


Article 1: The practice of Physical Education and Sports is a fundamental right for 
all 

Article 2: Physical Education and Sports form an essential element of lifelong 
2ducation in the overall education system 

Article 3: Physical Education and Sports programmes must meet individual and 
social needs 

Article 4: Teaching, coaching and administration of Physical Education and Sports 
should be performed by qualified personnel 

Article 5: Adequate facilities and equipment are essential to Physical Education and. 
sports 
Article 6: Research and evaluation ere indispensable components of the development - 
of Physical Education and Sports 

Article 7: Information and documentation help to promote Physical Education and 
sports 

Article 8: The mass media should zxert a positive influence on Physical Education 
and Sports | 

Article 9: National institute play a major role in Physical Education and Sports 
Article 10: International co-operation is prerequisite for the universal and well- 
jalance promotion of Physical Education and Sports 


Keeping in mind the above arguments made at national and international 
evel, three important components were identified to achieve the above mentioned 
objectives 
'a) Technical personnel which includes professionally sophisticated persons to work 
at top level (1.6. leadership) and the moderately trained personal to work at the base’ 
evel 
_ +b) Resources/ Materials/ Facilities. 

ic) Methods/ Means/ Programmes; Activities 
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A Brief Review of Development of Physical Education In India 


Physical Education in India is in its progressing stage, but has shown a rapid 
growth in last few years añd the scenario of Physical Education in India will be 
changed in the next century. The origin/growth.of Physical Education in India can be 
traced from ancient times. But the modern concept of Physical Education was: 
propagated through international collaboration as a result of which, Y.M.C.A., 
Madras started a course in Physical Education in 1933. In Y.M.C.A., Madras there 
was impact of American and British culture in Physical Education activities. 
Following it, in Amrawati a college was opened which had the Indian impact and 
heritage i.e. the indigenous activities were dominated. L.C.P.E. carne in to existence 
in 1957 as a pioneer institute of Physical Education under the ministry of H.R.D 
government of India. Later on, in sixties NSNIS was established: at Patiala. Then, in 
1970’s, number of department (including education department) and colleges started 
working: in the field of Physical Education. Till 1980 doctoral research programme in 
Physical Education was ignored. After 1980 only, the inception of doctoral research 
took place. The M.Phil programme was started in L.N.C.P.E. only after 1980. The 
registration for Ph.D. in Physical Education was seen in 1976 or 1978, but it was in- 
1980-81 year, when the outcome of doctoral research in Physical Education was 
noticed. After 1982 there was rapid growth of departments of various universities, 
colleges and institutes. The momentum of research was started, but it was 
predominated by Northern India with little support from south and east. There is not 
any significant review on quality, need and practical applications of research at the 
national level. There is uncontrolled. growth of research without any direction. Best 
reason may be the absence of national policy and guideline on the same, to be specific 
non implementation of. national policy/guidelines. Like ‘other subjects (medical, 
engineering etc.) it has neither any significant publication root nor a consistent 
appropriate as well as independent structure and identity. It was appeared in most 
fragmented manner i.e. in the form of article and monograph with very poor 
. consistency which was never a substantial support’and will never be. At present Ph.D 
and master. degree in Physical Education. is started at many places in various 
_ universities and research potential has taken a multiple application and is accelerating 
at a good pace. | 
o University News (a weekly journal of higher education published by A.I.U 
Delhi, 1980 onwards) reflects the uncontrolled growth of doctoral research in - 
Physical Education. So. far the standards and national needs not strictly exercised nor 
a controlling body similar to ICMR, NFI, CSIR etc has been established to determine 
specific national policy on the same. Though we are celebrating our 5 07 year of 
freedom and very shortly going to say goodbye to the 20" century to welcome the 21° 
century 
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| Despite the developmental efforts as regard to Sports and Physical Education 

in__ndia, we come across various kinds of barriers which do not allow the common — 
m=. to practise Sports and Physical Education as-his/her fundamental right. These list- 
of=actors which pose barrier to Sports and Physical Education in India are prepared 
based on the opinion survey among the experts of related field in India 


Factors Preventing India To Enforce Physical Education And Sports As 
Fundamental Right For All (Sports For All) ॒ 


A. Professional Factors >. . ... :. . °) 


1. Jnethical practices in games and sports | 

2. Courses of Physical Education have been started with little imagination. .. 

3. Associations/Federations and even the. Universities sports councils have become 
sattle field for power and supremacy 

4. here is very little quality research work as ७०-85 research based upon Practical 
=pplications and needs. _ z 

5. Theory and practicals do not relate to each other 

6, Professional colleges are very less and shows an. extreme un-equality in 
zrofessional preparation programmes among the status as well as institution, thus 
osing credibility 

7. ‘here are insignificant advancement in the technology. and its applications 

8. «fuch of the teachers education is irrelevant in respect to need and practice-of the 
=ciety 

9, zelection procedure and recruitment system for teachers have not kept pace with 
zme and needs in terms of number and quality both 

10. Usually teachers do not get any opportunity to keep: themselves abreast with 
wchnical education | 

]1.Xeducing trends in commitment on the part of teacher 


B. -stitutional/Academics Factors 


1, Ey and large teaching and coaching in Physical.Education and sports are quite out- 


_ date} and based on traditional methods. ` | 


still any concrete and comprehensive evaluation programme does not .exist in 
schzols to evaluate the performance of Physical Education । 

3. Lack of objectivity in the evaluation mechanism. - 

4. \2ry less participation of students in games and sports. 

5. Teachers students ratio in Physical Education is very high | 

6. Vary poor facilities, hardly any. laboratories for appropriate evaluation assistance at 
schol level is available. _ . | | "e 
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7. Quality of practice in Physical Education in schoòls is so poor that players have to 
rely on extra coaching in thé stadiums extra 

8. Neither schools nor colleges/universities has given due recognition to Physical 
Education. ` 

9. Process of updating teachers continuing education is inadequate and by and large 
teachers are not positively motivated 


C. Administrative factors . 


1. Most of the schools are not following the conditions/guidelines laid down by 
C.B.S.E., N.C.E.R.T. etc 

2. The total expenditure per student for games and sports is very less in comparison to 
others at all level 

3. Absence of qualified and technical persons at village and block level 

4. Facilities like stadiums are not utilized fully and exist in the cities only 

5. Some popular games are very expensive, not affordable to all the sections of the 
society but presently manipulated for business/political advantages 

6. Lack of human and financial resources | 

‘ 7. Major bodies like NCERT, NIPEA and UGC has yet to play a major role in 
Physical Education 

8. Lack of availability and allocation of resources 

9. Lack of model colleges and schools in Physical Education 

10. Lack of facilities for improving qualification and further development 


D. Political/Social Factors ` 


1. Physical Education in school curriculum is ignored in many states 

2. Strength of Physical Education teachers is very less in almost all the schools 

3. Very less participation of outside/private agency in games and sports 

4. Lack of awareness and knowledge regarding importance of Physica! Education 
fitness and health | 

5. Lack of motivation and security of career 

6. Facilities and scientific advancement are centred in and around the cities only 

7. Indigenous and less expensive games not getting due attention 

8. There are lot of variations in the Physical Education curriculum in the schools 
through out the country 

9. Subject still remains in controversy for its status and due recognition 

10. Physical Education is usually considered as last choice in the 
market.(Academics). >; 

11. Development in the subject throughout the country is uneven. | 
12. Even though the rural. areas account for 3/4 of the population, they are getting 
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much less by the way of resources l A 

13. Girls participation and level is still mot appreciable 

14. Inability of centre and state to secure adequate funds 

15. Lack of uniform national curriculum throughout the country 


_ Finally the article is conclude} with a proposed model to accomplish the 
objectives of Sports and Physical Education as the fundamental nght for all. The 
model has: been prepared following the opinion survey and comments of the experts 
. of the related field across the length anc breadth of the country 


_ Proposed Model To Accomplish Tke Fundamental Right For All “Practice of 
_ Physical Education And Sports” (Sports For All) 


1. Physical Education For All 


1. Physical Education should te compulsory-for all 
2. Physical Education for all tke citizens of the nation in terms of knowledge 
| basic concept and culture - 
_ 3. Separate programme fot | | 
-© a- Children . . | © 7 
b - Adolescent on | 
c=- Youths ` 
d - Adults .. 
e - Old age l 
f~ Handicap etc. ` 


2. Fitness For All 


1. Every citizen of the country should be physically fit 
2.. Fitness certifications shoulc be issued to all stating their fitness level for 
-the particular time period fo- his/her age level 
3. Fitness should be tested at -he examination and the entrance point for all 
the jobs | 
4. Even after appointments regular fitness check up and test should be 
carried out | 


3. Mass Participation 


1 Programmes involving maximum participation should be emphasized 
2. For this various volunteers should be motivated to carry out the 
rogrammes in the residential areas ? 
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3. Mass participation and fitness culture should involve a national culture. 


4, Mass Media 


1. It should exert a positive influence on games and sports. 

2. It should not only promote sports but also Physical Education 

3. Propagating programmes which gives knowledge and education about 
exercise 

4. Holding group/panel discussion time to time 

5. A separate channel for this should be exclusively introduced 

6. Professional preparation programmes should be strengthen and improved 

7. Indian Council for Physical Education should be established and activated 
immediately 

8. Physical Education Commission should start functioning to listen and sort 
out the problems and grieviances 

9. There should be separate law for sports. Sports specific laws need to be 

| framed. Special courts for this should be established 

10. Fitness and games should be developed as industry. For this there should 
be special governing body to monitor its growth and development. , 

11. Sports should be developed in a way that it promotes morale education 
which in turn will lead to nationality/patriotism | 

12. Sports organisation should be registered through special registration act. 
The registration act for such organization needs serious amendments. 


Further, above model can be implemented and made functional and realistic in 
a better way through following guidelines 


Introducing the elementary Physical Education. 
Sports specific policy should be laid down 
Setting up of fitness centre in every district and blocks at all levels 
A comprehensive and concrete evaluation/certification programme 

_ Awarding and honouring the people with suitable awards, certificates and 
incentives 
Rural schools and facilities should be matched with urban in terms of 
proper infrastructure, qualified manpower etc. 
There should be some programme for the children who are outside the 
formal education system 
Orientation and refresher courses for the teachers at-large scale 
More and more numbers of volunteers persons should be motivated to 
carry out the programme 
In the interest of minimum quality as well as need for national cohesion 
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and inter regional mobility, a common curricula fortified with carefully ` 

prepared textual material is an inescapable necessity. 

16 motivate Physical Education at school/village level, emoluments 

housing needs and other pre requisite must be determined for teachers and 

qualified ones 

An obligation should be placed on society and parents to lend support to 

elementary Physical Educetion, through it only, new ideas, behaviour | 
patterns and values can become internalized and rooted deeply in the 

personality of coming-generation 

Physical Education should te made compulsory in teacher training courses 

like B. Ed., M. Ed. ete 


REFERENCES 


Draft International Charter of Physica. Education And Sports. (1978). The General 
Conference of The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organisations’, Meeting in Paris, 20” Session, pp 122-124 

Spzech of Minister of Youth Affairs and Sports. (1997). Swarn Jayanti National 
Conference On Issues And CFallenges To Physical Education In The 21° 
Century, Panchkula. - 

Shaw, D. and Tomar, R. (1998). Doctoral Research In Physical Education In India 
Since Independence, Khel Sahitya Kendra, New Delhi, p. 69 

Tomar, R. and Shaw, D. (1998). Doctoral Research Trends In Physical Education At 
International Level From 1980-1996. A Dissertation Submitted in the Faculty | 
of Education, University of Delhi, pp 2-8 


39 


- Aranachal University Research Journal, Vol. 3 (2), 2000, 4]-52 


MULTIPLICITY OF FEMININE GENDER IDENTITY IN 
i THE GOD OF SMALL THINGS — 


_ N.D.R. Chandra’ ' 
Department of English, 
_ Nagaland Central University, 
_ Kohima, Nagaland - 797 001 


Abstract . 


| The woman has endlessiy been struggling to form a distinct 
identity in the society since time immemorial. But unfortunately till 
today she has little to consolz herself with. The present paper ` 
intends to highlight the plight o° women through a thorough survey 
of the lives of women in the navel The God of Small Things: The 
paper argues how the ultimate identity of a woman is linked with 
her ‘male’ counterpart be it father, brother, husband or lover. । 


= Identity is concerned with the self-esteem and self-image of an individual, a 
gemder, a community, a class, a race 07 a sex or a nation - real or imaginary dealing | 
with the existence and role : who are we? What position do we have in society vis-a- 
vis at international arena? So far as sex and gender identities are concerned, these are 
the quests for equality and dignity for their progress and development, Indian 
waman’s identity is one that is usually connected to and defined by societal and 

- cultural norms of-a patriarchal familial structure. Her identity is defined within the _ 
parameters of her social relationship to men. The Indian woman is a metaphor for 
purity, chastity and sanctity of the ancient spirit that is India. This essential spirit of 
Incia lies in its God, religion, spirituality, culture, tradition and family. 


The woman’s body, sex and gender are the foundations on which gender 
Inequality is built, established and legitimized. Her identity is constituted in different 
contexts, settings and situations such as her relation to men, family, community, 
organization and society in her everyday life. However, woman who occupies outside. 
the heterosexual, patriarchal family is in a space unrecognized by the nation, currently 
high valued construct. The displacement of her history is crucial for the construction 
of a nation: in reclaiming her- voice, her story, she risks displacing the nation 
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(Bhattacharjee, 1999, p. 247). In Indian context Christian, Parsi and tribal women 
enjoy more freedom as compared to their Muslim and Hindu counterparts because of 
their socio-cultural settings. Even then the complex cultural impacts such as rigid 
social system, caste etc. on Indian Christian women cannot be denied. 


The novel The God of Small Things is about love and hate, love and sex, 
marriage and divorce, conflict and struggle and above all it is about women. It 
delineates the real conflict between men and women. Abu Abraham ‘has remarked, 
‘Respectable Syrian Christians must feel that the book, however, maligns the 
community and particularly its womanhood. The explicit reference to sex is bad 
enough but a Syrian Christian woman would make love to an untouchable youth is 
clearly obscene’ (Abraham, 1997, p. 3). Apart from this, in the chorus of protesting 
voices, the relationship between Ammu and Velutha and the relationship between 
Estha and Rahel have produced elements of obscenity. and vulgarity. Roy’s treatment 
of sexuality is no more than an imitation of Euro-American fiction. The treatment of 
sexual experience and increasing frankness about normal and abnormal sex are 
presented as the final realm of both pleasure and truth. It is suggested by Ahmed that 
as in the western counterparts, in Roy’s novel, phallocentricity operates to dismiss the 
actually constituted field of politics and either irrelevant or a zone of bad faith 
(1997:103-108) 


-~ _ Ammu has been a victim of patriarchal society. Her father used to beat her 
mother with brass vase and once the mother and daughter were thrown out of the 
house. She was deprived of higher education because her father Pappachi thought that 
higher education can spoil a female child. He considers that it is also an unnecessary 
expense for a girl. On the other hand, Ammu’s brother has been sent for higher 
education. It’s a clear case of gender bias and a discrimination in the family between 
a male and a female child. Since she has not been cared properly she prefers to marry 
anybody during her short visit to Culcutta.: “she thought anyone at all would be 
better, than returning to Ayemeneni” (p. 39). But the person to whom she is married 
is a drunkard who asks her to satisfy the lust of Mr. Hollick, who is her husband’s 
boss on a tea estate in Assam. She rebels, objects to this proposal and finally hits her 
husband with a heavy book and leaves the place. When she comes back to her village 
with her twins to live in her parents house, they have not been given proper care 
there. Again her brother has been given preference in her parental house. He becomes 
the owner of the parental property. Ammu has been again discriminated here, when 
Sophi Moll dies of drowning. ‘Esha is sent back to his father, Ammu is asked to leave 
the house. The remaining period of Ammu’s life makes up a story of misery, 
desperate search for livelihood and despondency tinged with fruitless .day-dreaming. 
Her death in ignominy, and disgraceful cremation bring the. story of her life to an end- 
more sinned against than sinning (Sharma, 1998, p. 48). Despite all the troubles, she 
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cherishes the love and care for her twins. This love between mother and child | 
situation is an exclusive female experience which needs a serious probe into a female 
psyche and biolo 7 | 


In The- God of Small Things, Arundhati Roy tells many tales of injustice and 
oppressions being faced by women within their house and beyond it in the 
ancrocentric and patriarchal society of India. Yet, they continue their struggle for 
establishment of their identity and their economic and social reform. Ammu is: one 
who comes out from the suffocated male dominated family atmosphere and marries a 
Bengali boy in Culcutta. Unfortunately it is a loveless and unsuccessful. marriage 
-because of her husband’s alcoholic addiction. When she was in the tea estate of 
Assam, she claims and reclaims her identity in her action and behaviour in social 
gathering. Finally; she decides to leave her husband for her freedom endangering 
herself into cultural and economic insecurity. The novel is set in three cultures — 
Kezala, Bengali and western and they are interwoven and intermingled into the very. 
texture of the novel. However, the mos part of the novel and its action takes place at 
Ay2menem in Kerala, which is the ancestral home of the main characters. While. 
talking about the novel, the author herself declares that while the Naxal sensibility 
questions human history, The God o° Small Things probes biology. Further, she 
mentions that her novel deals with ॒ 


is not merely the brutality thet one class of people perpetuates on 
another - its more personal, more individual than that .... the wars that 
families wage within themselves - men against women, adults against 
children, the ways in which we kill each other off in bits (Roy, 
1997, p. 3) न | 


The novel has autobiographica. and personal elements, yet it is, Ranga Rao 
says, ‘a comprehensive protest novel wiich describes atrocities against the powerless: 
children, women, and untouchables’. (Rao, 1997, p. 13). In fact, The God of Small 
Things throws light upon hierarchical structures of power levels in patriarchal 
societies. Arundhati Roy explores all -hese differences of caste, class gender, race, 
function through social institutions and the way: they affect human interactions and 
relationships. (Sherry Chand, 1991, p. 107). 


The novel, however, has been primarily set in Indian. cultural background, 
Kerala with its Syrian Orthodox Church, the cruelty of women who discriminate 
‘ageinst their own daughters in favour af sons and the empathy between twin children 
who find’ the grown up responsible (Narayan, 1998, p.48). One of the major 
cheracters named Ammu, the motker or Estha and Rahel and daughter of 
Mammachai-Pappachi died at the age of 31, which was 
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“Not old 
Not young 
But a viable dieable age” 


The repeated use of the phrase ‘die-able age’ is a charming and enchanting 
creation that direct us towards Indian country life where our people live in joint 
family environment. The beauty of phrase lies in between ‘Not old’ and ‘Not young’ 
but ‘dieable age’. The death may be ‘viable’ to her family. Had it been a death case of 
a male earning member in Indian context, it would have not been so viable. 


The funeral ceremony of Sophie Mol was attended by all the family members 
including Ammu and her two children, Rahel and Estha. Since she married a Bengali 
Hindu without consent of her parents, she was not allowed to go closer to other 
family members. As per the Christian tradition, she was also accused of having sexual 
relationship with Velutha, a low caste (Paravan) person. When she went to Police 
Station, her statement was not recorded rather she was treated badly by Inspector 
Thomas Mathew 


He stared at Ammu’s breasts as she spoke. Hé said the Police knew all | 
they needed to know and that the Kottayam Police didn’t take. 
statements from Veshyas or their illegitimate children. Ammu said 
she’d see about that. Inspector Thomas Mathew came around his desk 
and approached Ammu with his baton 


‘If I were you’, he said, ‘Td go home quietly’. Then he tapped her 
breasts with baton gently. Tap, tap, as though he was choosing 
mangoes from a basket (p. 8) 


Arundhati Roy’s depiction of Ammu’s identity here is as if she has no identity 


at all as a woman. She was ill-treated,. scolded and rejoiced by the male coloniser’s 


gaze specially to the sexual organ of the woman. It is the endless episode of Indian 
women in general and atrocities and ill-treatment of women by Police personnels in 

particular in India. The rude behaviour of the Inspector towards Ammu and the use of 
the word ‘Veshya’ (a fallen woman or prostitute as had relation with Velutha) show 

the low degree of treatment to women in public life especially in Police department. 

This forces the study of Indian women in its contemporary cultural context as to how 

they are exploited by the God of Big things. Ammu a socially and economically 
insecure woman suffers in the hands of rigid upper class (Big things) for her 

passionate love and social transgression 


Futhermore, Ammu’s relationship with Velutha is a realization that even. the 
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small things maiter in one’s life. They know they have no other way to go, they have 
no future but present and therefore, they wish to enjoy the present moment. Velutha 
dies of natural death (in fact, unnatural due to Police atrocities) as the spider dies in 
its web so does Ammu. In fact, their relationship is no exception but a part of unjust 
social rigid moral standard of Indian culture and ethos which Arundhati Roy herself 
witnessed with her own eyes in her own locality 


Ammu’s marital life like many Indian women’s signifies a heterogeneous 
relationship between a wife and a husband. Here’s a story of loveless marriage. She 
has been depicted as if she has no ‘self’ or ‘no identity’ or ‘no autonomy’ but just a 
showpiece. She longs for coming out from the ambit of marital. familial-relationship 
and finally:she does so. She leaves her husband and comes back to her parental 
village crossing the.rigid boundary of-2thical society of India asserting her identity. In 
fact, her marriage itself was also an escape from her family and village. She did not 
ponder much over when she took her decision of her marriage. As Roy describes: 


The proposal to Ammu five Jays after-they first met Ammy didn’t 
pretend to be in love with him. She just weighed the odds and 
accepted. She thought that anything anyone at all would be better than 
returning to Ayemenem (39) 


The husband (Babu) is 2 drunkard who even does not care for his duty in the 
tea garden. She suffers from the beatir.gs and atrocities of her husband. She rebels and 
defies the order of her husband. Wher. she was asked to go to his English Boss’ care 
the defiance are true identity of the Indian woman who can lead her life amidst 
sorrows and sufferings but she canno- just offer her body against her wish. Adultery 
and immorality are sins for her. However, for her security she needs a companion a 
caring, sharing and loving soul, after leaving her husband, Ammu is complacent and 
comfortable in her relation with Velutha. They exchange to each other the feelings of 
Jove and sex which are evident from the following lines 


Clouded eyes held clouded eyes in a steady gaze and a luminous l 
woman opened herself to a luminous man she danced for him on that 
boat-shaped piece of earth- she lived 


He held her against him, resting his back against mangoes green tree, 
while she cried, and laughed alone. Then, for what seemed like an 
eternity ......she slept leaning against him. Her back against her chest, 
seven years of oblivion liftec off her and flew into the shadow on 
weighty, quaking wings..... Amd on Ammu’s Road (to Age & Death) a 
small, sunny meadow appeared 
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‘ ' Arundhati Roy suggests that in Indian sotial fabric a low caste convert 
Christian is still low (Velutha). They fail to join the mainstream Christianity and that 
‘happened with Ammu.and Velutha and they could not unite for ever in this world 
rather ‘they reached to their end soon. One. died in her ‘die-able age’ other died 
- because of net and web woven by himself. Thus, the novel tells an endless struggle 
between big man the Laltain Sahib, small man the Mombatti (89). Both Velutha and 
Ammu were punished because they defied to tum into the mirror of stereotyped and 
fixed images. They tried to retain their own identity guided by their inner light 
breaking the laws of the society | 


Arundhati Roy probes into female psyche and shows that women could not 
enjoy much freedom and autonomy in Ayemenem society. Male. dominance is quite 
obvious in Pappachi- Mammachi family. The familial relationship is devoid of love 
Ammu, Pappachi’s daughter is reminded of her childhood days in Delhi, where his 
Entomologist father used to act like a bully | 


He donated money to orphanage and leprosy clinics. He worked hard 
on his public. profile as a sophisticated, generous, moral man but alone 
with his wife and children he turned into a monstrous suspicious bully, 
with a streak of vicious cunning. They were beaten humiliated, and 

` then made to suffer the envy of friends and relations (p. 180) 


Wife is but a slave who. can be driven out of the house at his will (181) 
Pappachi has his male ego that is why he punishes his wife and children and some’ 
times “not content with having beaten up his wife and daughter’, he tore down 
curtains, kicked furniture and smashed a table lamp (p. 181). So their relationship is ` 
full of jealousy, violence and hatred. Even Pappachi in envy of the pickle factory of ` 
his wife (i.e. the business is a symbol of traditionality of Mammachi). In fact, 
Mammachi’s life seems to be sandwiched between human cruelties of her husband 
and her responsibilities. Female characters in Arundhati Roy, generally failed to cope 
- With the situation.. There is a gender bias in Mammachi’s treatment to his daughter 
Ammu and her son Chako who. becomes the inheritor of all her property. Chako 
married to English woman Margaret who later on divorced him-.and married Joe 
. They had a daughter Sophie Mol who died by drowning. The ‘divorce’ signifies the 
changing traditional familial structure of Indian society in contact with the western 
culture 


Rahel, Ammu’s daughter, was rather a. mischievous girl in her schools. She 
- was expelled thrice from school for her ill behaviour by the school authorities. First | 
for.her behaviour, second for smoking and third for setting fire to her house mistress 
false hair bun. She is very slow in studies and takes eight years to complete five years 
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course in a mediocre college of architecture in Delhi. Rahel is bold enough to face 
problems. During her college days she comes in contact with Larry Mc Caslin and 
their love culminates into marriage. ‘She drifted into marriage like a passenger drifts 
towards an unoccupied chair in an airport lounge with a Sitting Down sense’ (18). 
She goes with her husband to America but soon she gets frustrated. Her experiences 
may have created an urge for home in Jer. Even in the company of Larry Mc Caslin, 
she expected it. Probably Fate looms cver her desires and keeps her away. from that 
pleasure. She is unable to understand -he reason behind. She wondered why it was 
that when she thought of home, it was always in the colours of the dark, oiled wood 
of boats and the empty cores of the tongues of flame that flickered in brass lamp (73). 
Probably her longing for marital pleasires takes her to the land of hollowness. She 
experiences meaninglessness in. her marriage and takes divorce. She is a symbol of. 
true Indian Immigrant woman whose body is western while her spirit is Indian. 
Within her home she cherishes Indian tradition and beyond her home she 1s like other 
westerners. When she listens to the Jews that her brother Estha has returned to 
Ayemenem, she resigns her job in New York and returns to India. Probably with lost 
hopes and unsatisfied desires, Rahel represents the contemporary women representing 
the western land — culturally barren, morally empty, socially inimical (Kulkarni 
1999, p. 22). Her sexual relationship with her twin brother Estha is again-a question 
which questions the modern bond against what is forbidden in any society. — may be 
eastern or western. This relation is a sizn and signature of our cultural erosion in our 
age, though she stands for anew woman | । 


The element of identity is seen in the breaking of the social laws of love and 
bowing to the instinctual laws in the 3856 of both mother and the daughter. While 
Ammu disobeyed the social laws of love obeying the instinctual law of ‘Swadharma 
by sharing her body with Velutha, an untouchable, three years junior to her, Rahel the 
daughter divorced her husband in America and returns to Ayemenem shares her body 
with Estha her own brother, 18 minutes junior to her breaking the social norms and 
following the ‘Swadharma’. The element of identity is seen in the breaking the social 
norms in the case of both the mother aad the daughter (Barche, 1999, p. 34-35). But 
the element of contrast is seen in the consequences viz. while sharing the body of 
Velutha, Ammu had experienced ethereal joy, while Rahel with Estha had 
experienced ‘not happiness, but hideous grief? (p. 328). It appears to me that through 
these elements of contrast one can justify Ammu’s love with Velutha while Rahel’s 
sexual relation with Estha is a transgression of social laws which defies the law of the 
‘lokdharma’ and ‘vishwadharma’. In fact, the change in Rahel’s behaviour and life- 
style occurred through the passage of time: As Nirmala C. Prakash comments, that: 


Rahel belonging to the third generation of the Ayemenem house finds. 
her- marriage with an American Research Scholar in Indian 
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Architecture boring and prosaic. She finds no logic in continuing such 
an alliance compared to Mammachi and Ammu. She has greater 
confidence and clear perception of life. It is owing to such clarity that 
Rahel breaks off the marriage which brought her close to Larry Mc 
Caslin with a magnetic charm with identical ease and speed. Rahel a 
highly educated and modern girl refuses to accept the fate of her 
mother and grandmother. She walks out of the relationship the — 
moment she fails to suit her. For Rahel it is neither a burdensome yoke 
nor an escape rather a brief step over. for the fulfillment of the self 
(Prakash, 1999, p. 39) 


Estha and Rahel half Hindu hybrids have been depicted as dizzy gothic having 
joint and single identity: two bodies but one soul. They tempered the law of the world 
and loved each other even then they were twins. Their sexual relationship and love 
are free play of their psyche (‘Mana’) and is a transgression of social codes ‘and 
discipline. To me, it is not freedom of the spirit but is a wilful action of their psyche 
to sublimate their sensual and sexual desires. This is a case of degraded sexual 
pleasure and perverse relationship between a brother and a sister. Roy’s depiction of 
these characters is anti Platonic which can spoil the young minds and thereby can 
imbalance the social fabric of India especially the pious love between a brother and a 
sister. The unusual incident is while Estha was passive, Rahel plays an active role. 
“Then she sat up and put her arms around him. Drew him down beside her” (p. 327). 
In the light of this formulation, the motif of incest will have to be reinterpreted 


One of the feminists’ postulate is their emphasis on the biology of female 
body from woman’s point of view and not as an object of male desire. If we examine 
Ammu and Rahel, they long for their sexual gratification and continue the pursuit for 
sexual sublimation considering their sexual organs and the objects of male gaze and 
desire. It is here that they fail to achieve the true feminist objective of self-identity in 
their sexual desire. Both of them initiate for sexual act with their partner. They get 
full pleasure, delight and satisfaction in sexual intercourse. Their initiation, active 
roles and full enjoyment in sexual acts are the undeclared claim for the right to 
equality with their sexual partners. However, R.S. Sharma considers 


Both Ammu and Rahel have avoided the proper cause of feminist 
struggle for self-respect and freedom. They ultimately conduct 
themselves to state of degraded sexual pleasure and loneliness. One of 
them destroys her self in her illusory pursuit of redemption, although it — 
must be gravited that her intentions remain lofty. and worthy of praise 
The other woman is also not in a better position. Her. incestuous 
satisfaction promises no real break through in the direction of feminine 
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objectives (Sharma, 1998, p. 101). 


However, ‘she wanted her body back, it was her body’ (222), Ranjana Harish 
writes: ‘it’s a sentence which brings in a distinct.feminist shade of the feminist 
assertion of female body as female estate’ (Harish, 1998, p. 96-100). She dares meet 
Ve.utha at the haunted. house on the river bank, untouchable Velutha seeks strength 
from her, He folds her fear into a rose and she tucks it in her long hair- a magic realist 
touch (Updike, 1997, p. 23-30). l 


If we examine these two female characters closely, they assert and re-assert 
their identity. While Ammu meets her tragic. end challenging the rigid caste based 
patiarchal social norms of India, Rahel, being ultra-modern girl manages to come out 
from the orbit of such conventional attitudes and survives both in Delhi and New 
York in spite of all the troubles and oppression being imposed by male-dominated 
society. Yet, ‘patriarchy must punish both the woman who has defiled generation of 
breeding’ (258) - 


The juxtaposition and parallelism of two ladies namely Baby Kochamma and 
Aramu project their identities. The relationship, the gaze and touch between Ammu 
anc Velutha transform them into the world of true love and sexual pleasure. Their 
union is-synthesis of the-feminity and masculinity. Baby Kochamma fails in her 
attempt to seduce Father Mulligan. She is.an introvert ‘coal black emerald eyed’ girl 
who could not translate her thought into action and therefore, her feminity is just a 
shcw — which brings no result. She hangs between her thoughts and actions, between . 
her. traditionality and transitionality. To compare her with the Mammachi, one can 
say that both of them are the victims of an oppressive patriarchal system, yet they do 
not hesitate to victimize Ammu and her children by the virtue of their status. in their 
family. structure. Baby Kochamma disliked the twins for she considered that they had 
no right in their maternal grandmothers house to live. She disliked Ammu for she felt 
tha: a “married daughter had no question in her parents’ home” (TGOST: 45). Again 
this is an eternal tale of exploitation by ihe Big Things to the Small Things. 


The serious irony arises in juxtaposing these two women-Ammu and Baby 
Kozhamma. One is deprived of higher education, the other goes to Rochester for a 
Diploma in Ornamental Gardening. Yet, Baby Kochamma could not use her. 
education for herself. She fails to come out of the traditional patriarchal society, while 
Ammu asserts her right, marries outside of her community without seeking consent 
from her family. Where Kochamma fails, Ammu attempts to cross the orbit of 
corventional society. Finally, her daughter Rahel leaves home, goes abroad for her 
studies, lives there, marries and takes divorce from her husband and succeeds in 
doing what she likes and thus asserts her identity even beyond her family challenging 
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The novel depicts the lack of mutual love, adjustment or understanding 
‘ between man and woman. ‘Pappachi — Mammachi relationship is ridden with 
jealousy, violence and hatred. Pappachi fails to appreciate the talent of Mammachi’ as 
a successful business woman. She also could not succeed to’ attract Pappachi 
throughout her life. The conflict between big and small continues throughout her life 

‘On the contrary her flourishing business and growing popularity intensify his 
jealousy and desire for vengeance. The edifice of their marriage survives but its spirit 
crumbles totally when Pappachi warned against beating with drums all 
communication with his wife (Prakash, 1999, p. 36). The male dominance is obvious 
in the family that is why women’s voices are not heard and they could not enjoy 
freedom in the family. This is the reason why Baby Kochamma had to live the life of 
a spinster even though she secretly dotted on father Mulligan. Her clandestine love 
for the priest continues even after she achieves the status of a grandmother. Perhaps it 
is her spinsterhood or unfulfilled yearning for love that accounts for her treacherous 
nature (Prakash 1999:35). | | ' 


There are three types of ideologies of marital rules that are based on the 
sphere - home or work - that the woman wish to identify or be identified with, and 
the amount of power she wants to have — less, more, equal in the relationship. These 
ideologies are categorized as traditional, transitional and egalitarian (Gupta, 1999 
p. 58). If we examine the female characters in the novel, Mammachi having less 
power is a traditional woman. Ammu having some more. power. and leaving her 
drunkard husband can be categorized as: a transitional woman while Margeret and 
Rahel, claiming equal power with their husband can be grouped as egalitarian new 
women. While Margeret is western in her body and soul, Rahel is westerner in her 
behaviour. beyond home, while within her familial framework, she has the spirit of 
India like immigrant woman leaving in western countries i.e. U.K., U.S.A. and so on 
Finally, Baby Kochamma just swings between traditionality and transitionality of 
Indian life-style 


In the contemporary Indian society, most of the urban especially working 
women are struggling to create a distinct “self? or an identity within their family and 
beyond it. They are in transitional stage. They feel that their husband should share 
their household responsibilities. In reality, in India their husband though they want to 
marry educated working women but they do not like to share the household 
responsibilities. Most of us therefore, are in transitional stage because we do not treat 
our wives as our equal partners. Further, the world is. moving towards 
democratization. In cosmopolital societies in India particularly women are preferring 
love marriages like Ammu, Rahel and claiming their identities like American and 
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European women -entering into new field like media, film and armed forces and 
standing by their boy friends (Marwah Roy, 1999, p. 27-29). In short, the novel as 
` well as our contemporary Indian society is a synthesis between Eastern and Western 
culrure. The identity of very Indian eduzated women lies, in fact, in the western dress 
and behaviour while still they. possess the essential Indian nationalist spirit within 
therr heart. In short, Roy creates a microcosm that encompasses, gender bias, wife 
battering, infidelity, molestation, emozional insecurity, pride or death within one 
family in the South of Kerala. Throcgh this microcosm, Roy explores the often 
chadtic social and political history of India. She has portrayed the endless tale of 
Indan women who are struggling to liberate themselves from the clutches of 
patriarchal society of India. In fact, through multiplicity of feminine gender identity 
she projects the true picture of Indian Christian women of Kerala. They are trying to 
assert their identity as per their educaticn, environment and hierarchies 
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\ 
Abstract 


The present paper intends to bring out the dichotomy between 
the two modes of life material and spiritual, symbolised by City and 
River respectively. Taking cue from the Indian myths and scriptures 
like Bhagavadgita, Upanishads and the Vedas the philosophical intent 
of the novelist is explored and analysed 


I l | 


In the contemporary literary wr-tings, writers like Raja Rao, Anita Desai and 
Arcn Joshi have given considerable space to the traditional (Indian) value system, 
world views and philosophies in their works and have used a new language most 
suited for the communication of Indian experience. This Indianess can be seen in the 
use. of Indian themes, symbols, myths, social and religious issues as well as 
phiosophical heritage in their novels Pointing out the significance of myths in 
expressing Indien (Hindu) identity K.S.Srinivasan says: “The characteristic 
Ind_anness is traceable in the totality of the myth of India embodied in themes such as 
Siva-Parvati, Radha-Krishna, Ram-Sita and so on, they being part of our collective 
national psyche..... Tales from Panchatantra, Kathasaritsagars, and the extinct 
Brilatkatha are as much part of the national psyche.” (Srinivasan, 1985, p. 56). 


Other ethos which have profoundly affected the contemporary novel are the 
Bhegawadgita, the Upanishads and tle Vedas. Due to this the Indian English 
literature has made a distinct departure from the traditional English literature in style 
and in the treatment of the themes tha: express Indian national psyche and cultural 
consciousness. In an interview with Sujata Mathai, Arun Joshi accepts that he was 
influenced by Camus and existential writers as well as by Gita and Gandhi (1983, 
p. €). All of his five novels are dominated by subtle Indian themes ‘based on the 
lessons rendered In the holy (Hindu) scriptures. ‘The City and the River’ (1990) is his 
fifth and last novel and the basic prirciples of Hindu life and myths provide the 
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necessary framework to the novel. The present paper is an effort to assess “The City 
and The River’ from the point of view of Hindu existential vision and to understand 
how this novel reflects and reveals the Indian (Hindu) existential vision as a solution 
to the modern value crisis and materialistic conflicts. It is a call of the time to cast a 
critical eye on such issues as the present age of cybernetics that desperately searches 
values (of which itis devoid) is poised to leap into the new millennium. 


H 


In ‘The City and The River’ Joshi has presented a conflict between the City 
and the River as they embody materialistic and cosmic realities respectively. To 
elaborate it and make it achieve a universal significance, Joshi has used allegory, 
fantasy, myths and archetypal characters in the novel. The city is like any 
contemporary city where different kinds of people live together though they have 
their class divisions and social stratifications. The river flows by the city and it is the 
eternal river of time which engulfs the city whenever it becomes too unbearable due 
to its “egoism, selfishness and stupidity” (The City & The River-263). The city folk 
are asked to choose between allegiance to God and allegiance to man and as a 
complement Joshi has added a mythical and metaphysical colour to the novel by 
bringing the issue of sristi (creation), pralaya (dissolution) and the Will of God. 
Though the city dealt is totally contemporary, the issues that Joshi raises are cosmic 
and philosophical and he seems to be giving an ironic commentary on the ‘Absurd’ 
existence of human beings in this contemporary world. 


II 


The novel has a Prologue, an epilogue and nine chapters. The prologue relates 
the last day of the Nameless-One with the Great Yogeswara, his teacher. As the novel 
opens the mythical narrational pattern reveals that it is a story told by an old wise 
teacher, a Guru, to his keen disciple preparing him to enter a new world after the 
complete destruction of the old city. Before sending the Nameless-One to the new 
world, Great Yogeswara delineates the happenings of the previous cycle. He says: 


“Do you hear music, my son? 
Asked the Great Yogeswara. 


“Yes, father. And the dancing of a god? 
“That is good. I shall tell you now a tale in 


my telling, perhaps, you will know who you are. 
Listen, this is how it goes”. (CR-11). 
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Right from the beginning of the novel reference to myths and archetypes is 
suggestive. The sound of the dance is zhe dance of Lord Siva who dances to bring 
praaya in this world. While narrating the events, the Great Yogeswara celebrates his 
pur_l’s thirtieth birthday and he is now zo be sent to another similar world as another 
Hermit of the Mountain to stop this “endless repetition” and the “periodic । 
disintegration” (CR, 262) of the city wh:ch has just come in existence 


The nine chapters that follow present the city governed by a Grand Master and 
his ninisters. The Councillors of the Grand Master include the Minister for Trade, the 
Edtcation Adviser, the Master of Rallies, the Astrologer, the Commissioner of Police, 
the Commander:of Army and General Starch who assist the Grand Master in his 
effcrt to become the unquestioned king of the city. All his efforts are defeated as the 
boexmen defy his call and swear their allegiance to the river which is the Divine 
Mc-her and represents God: “They consider themselves to be the children of the river, 
anc to the river alone do they hold allegiance” (CR. 14). For the boatmen the river “is 
syr_bol of divine mother of God himself? (CR 22). Further mythic perspective is 
80036 to the novel by the Grand Master's dream and a prophecy which is given at the 
stai of the novel and there starts a debete between whatever is destined to happen in 
the city and the Will of the individuals such as the Grand Master who wants to mould 
the circumstances in his favour. | 


| Various misleading euphemistic announcements made by the Grand Master 
like “The Era of Ultimate Greatness” (CR 23). “The Way of Three Beautitudes” (CR 
177), “The Law of Compassionate Righteousness” (CR 18) are of no avail and if 
taken together they parallel the Emergency Period in India. The Grand Master orders 
an ampractical family planning for the 20atmen “one and only one child to a mother 
and two to a home” (CR 18) which also adds ambiguity to the happenings. It is 
remarkable to see that the leader of the Joatmen is a woman, who by uniting the male 
and female principles becomes an important instrument like Bhumiputra and the 
Professor to present the vision of the novelist. She- warns the Astrologer against the 
crcoked efforts to befool the ruled: “You think- that an ant is born on this earth 
witout God’s will? If it is his-will thet there should be only one child to a mother 
thea surely it shall come to pass. There -s no need for the Grand Master or you to pass _- 
a lew......” (CR 20). The Grand Master follows the way of all despotic rulers and 
orc=rs his coteries to crush the. people. When it reaches its extreme, the mighty river, 
an embodiment of time (CR 120), cf the Divine Mother (CR 139) becomes a 
primordial sea and engulfs the whole zity.and wipes out everything to start a new 
creation, sristi by God 
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| By the destruction of the city and the presence of archetypal characters like 
the Great Yogeswara and the Nameless-One the novel transcends its contemporaneity 
embodied in the political backdrop of the novel. In this eternal conflict between good 
and evil, those who have faith and pursue the right action reach the affirmation of life. 
The doctrine of Karma asserts that man’s final growth depends on him. His future is 
not pre-determined. He is a responsible agent who by the “integration of Karma, 
Jnana and Bhaktiyoga” (Chandogya Upanishada 112, 8:41) reaches his salvation. If 
he chooses the opposite, he is bound to face the doom. The city, in this way, is a 
conglomeration of individuals who make their “own horoscope” by their actions. The 
Great Hermit clarifies the meaning of the prophecy in a similar vision: 


There is nothing inevitable about.the prophecy. The hand that made it 

believes, above all in man’s capacity to change his fate. So even if it 

speaks of the coming of a king, men can so conduct themselves, so 

choose that, the king does not come, or the king that comes 15 of nght 
kind. (CR-68) . 2 


The return of a right kind of king means the regeneration of spiritual values to 
a materialistic society. The Hermit asserts the omnipresence of God in every being in 


| | . this universe in these words: “God too 158 king, Minister. I am sure you have heard 


of him.... Here, there, in you; in me, in the beggarly boatman and his boat, in all that 
. you see. The world belongs to God. Let him be the king of what is his” (CR, pp 69- 
70). Thus, different teachings of Lord Krishna in Bhagawadgita pervade the novel. 
Bhumiputra, the teacher who is believed to be the kingpin of the conspiracy against 
the Grand Master inspires the boatmen to rebel in a similar vision. Lord Krishna 
talked about Jnanayoga in the context of body and soul and impressed upon Arjuna 
that the ultimate-reality is soul because it never dies. The Gita preaches. that “Wise 
men do not grieve for the dead or for the living”. A man who practices Jnanayoga 
treats “pleasure and pain, gain and loss and victory and defeat alike (The 
Bhagwadgita, 26, 2:11). Bhumiputra tells the boatmen 


- For if you:are afraid to die then your soul is already dead.... if you 
choose the death of your soul above the death of your body, then no 
“one, man or god, can help you .... The guns can kill your bodies, yes 
. Are you then afraid to die?....What is man, however powerful.... That 

you let him come between you and your understanding.... (CR 146). 


T hough Master Bhoma advises and invites them to revolt, he is himself afraid. 
The Great Hermit encourages him like Lord Krishna asking Arjuna to shun all the 
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worldly considerations and adopt the way of Dharma and Kartavya. He says: “This 
city, this world, all this is the manifestation of the One, and not the shadow of the 
Grand -Master’s ego, as the Grand Master might imagine. And it is He, the one 
without a second, who secretly suppor-s and guides all that you see and what you do 
not see” (CR 156). It is the will of Goc according to which the world runs. The Great 
Hermit explains ihe role of man in the >lan of the universe ahd the value of individual 
choice i 


But the Almighty can manifest through men only what men allow him 
to manifest. This is why mer. and cities and nations must choose. 
There is an upward path that leads to freedom and there is a downward - 
path that, for the moment at least, must lead to perdition (CR 156). 


In order to save the city from perdition efforts at self-purification and 
shedding off of “egoism, selfishness, srupidity” (CR —268) are necessary. It is only by 
these means one can stop this “endless repetition”, this “periodic disintegration” 
which the Great Yogeswara tells the Mameless-One to try. He says: “The question is 
not of success or failure; the question is of trying.... the city must strive once again 
for purity. But purity can come only through sacrifice” (CR 263). The novelist thus 
explores the very foundations of faith and right action which take their recourse to 
beliefs based on Indian scriptures, especially the Gita which had influenced his earlier 
works too. The significance of God to man is shown by Joshi and he affirms God as 
“the highest truth” and “in any case we are only instruments.... of the great God In 
the highest heaven who is the master of the universe .... His is the will, His is the 
Force” (CR 264). © | 


The Great Yogeswara and the Nameless-One have different mythical 
associations. The Great Yogeswara is the “Puran Purush” and his pupil, the 
Nameless-One suggests Manu on 16 raft at the time of pralaya. The Great 
Yogeswara is Krishna giving his pupil enlightment about the mystery of the world 
and God. The Nameless-One is Arjune who is sent for a quest and to do whatever is 
assigned to him. The alliance betweer. the Great Yogeswara and the Nameless-One 
signifies the concept of Nar-Narayane in Gita. The great river also develops into a 
significant symbol. The boatmen are her children and it speaks to them whenever 
they need her help and becomes a liv.ng presence. The Professor is like Bhisma of 
Mahabharat who used to seek advice fom his mother Ganga on several occasions. It 
is in her bosom where the birth of Nameless-One takes place. 


_All these mythical parallels merge with the contemporary reality as the city 


has shopping arcades, newspapers, Icttery stalls, radio and satellites and give the 
novel an existential depth. The Granc Master’s army has self-loading rifles, tanks, 
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helicopters and laser beams to crush the people. There are references to profiteering, 
hoarding and money power (CR-93). The Grand Master is devoid of any deeper 
understanding like the modern rulers. Loss of individual freedom, arrests, killings are 
rampant and the boatmen are condemned to a life of torture and suffering in a vast 
underground prison called the Gold Mines without any trial in court. Such a rule 
causes extinction of the soul as Dharma’s father sees a hole in his chest, “It is three 
truths syndrome, stasis of the soul, Atrophy of the brain and locomotor functions” 
(CR-133). He finds no improvement for so many days and his doctor tells him that he 
can’t be cured and advises: “Exercise your soul, Take it for walks. Let it rip” (CR- 
134). All this is similar to the modern malaise of alienation and it is a clear picture of 
what man becomes when cruelty, corruption, violence, hypocrisy, deception and 
material benefits dominate the society. 


In any case, the issues raised by the novelist make us think about our own 
choice between the materialistic values and spiritual affirmation, Thus The City and 
The River proposes man’s metaphysical reconciliation through understanding as an 
answer to all his agonies, worries and alienated existence like his earlier novels and 
hopes for a better future by saying: “Be rest in.peace. Be not afraid. All shall be 
well,”(CR-157) and “....let not fear sow confusion in your heart:. Whatever happens 
the lord will not forsake you, nor will your work be fruitless” (CR-157). 
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पज्ञात महाकवि विष्णुदास... 


डॉ. क्निश कुमार चौबे* _ 
हिन्दी-विभाग, अरूणाचल विश्वविद्यालय 
इटानगर - ७९१ १११, भारत - 


प्छिली शताब्दी में नागरी प्रचारिणी सा, काशी, हिन्दी साहित्य सम्मेलन, प्रयाग जैसी हिन्दी की 
प्रसिद्ध साहित्यिक संस्थाओं एवं अनेक सुरूचि सम्पन्न हिन्दी प्रेमी विद्वानों के अथक प्रयास से हिन्दी की हजारों 
पाण्डुलिपेयों और सैकड़ों अज्ञात कवियों एवं उनकी कृतियों की खोज की जा चुकी है। इससे ज्ञान के नये 
क्षितिज का, हिन्दी-साहित्य के अज्ञात बहुमूल्य भाण्डार का पता तो लगा है, पर उसे अब भी पूर्णता नहीं मिली 
है। मठों-मन्दिरों एवं व्यक्तिगत भाण्डारों में अब भी अनेक वैसे ग्रन्थ बन्द पड़े हैं जिनका नाम तक भी ज्ञात नहीं 
है। उपल्ब्ध हिन्दी ग्रन्थों के प्रकाशन की कौन कड़े, अभी तक उनकी पूर्ण सूची भी शायद ही बन पायी है। इस 
स्थिति के कारण ही अद्यावधि लिखित अधिकांश हिन्दी साहित्येतिहास प्राय: अपूर्ण और खण्डित सूचना प्रस्तुत 
करने वले समझे जाते हैं। हिन्दी के भक्तिकालीन कवियों में विष्णुदास भी एक वैसा ही नाम है जिनके बारे 
में अठठ नवे प्रतिशत हिन्दी साहित्येतिहास मौन डै। पिछली शती में सन्‌ साठ के दशक तक विष्णुदास के संबंध 
में छिटप्ट जानकारी मिल चुकी थी। तदनन्तर और भी तथ्य प्राप्त हुए, फिर भी उसके बाद रचित और 
प्रकाशित इतिहास ग्रन्थ तक में विष्णुदास को योग्य स्थान नहीं दिया जाना, निश्चय ही चिन्ता का विषय है। 
अब तक उनकी प्राप्त कृतियों के अनुशीलन से स्पष्ट होता है कि हिन्दी के सगुण वैष्णव भक्ति काव्य के 
रचयित ओं में वे सूरदास और तुलसीदास के न केवल पूर्ववर्ती हैं, वरन्‌ इन दोनों के विस्तार भी उन्होंने समेट 
रखा है एक ओर वे हिन्दी के प्रथम महाभारतंक़ार और कृष्णभक्त कवि हैं तो दूसरी ओर हिन्दी के प्रथम 
रामायण्कार भी। सूरपूर्व ब्रजभाषा के कवियों नें विष्णुदास की सर्वश्रेष्ठता स्वतः सिद्ध है। वस्तुतः वे सगुण 
भक्‍तकवियों में प्रथम महाकवि हैं जिनकी कृतियों से सगुण कृष्णभक्त काव्यधारा और सगुण रामभक्त 
काव्यधारा अर्थात्‌ सगुण भक्ति काव्य की दोनों धाराएँ गति प्राप्त करती हैं। | 

निष्णुदास के जन्म और मृत्यु-वर्ष अज्ञात हे । अतः साक्ष्य से स्थिर है कि वे पन्द्रहवीं शती के चौथे-पाँचवें 
दशक में वर्तमान थे। वे ग्वालियर के निवासी और ग्वालियर नरेश डूँगरेन्द्र सिंह (1425-1454 ई.) के आश्रित 
कवि थे उनकी आकांक्षा से ही विष्णुदास ने महाभारत (1538 ई.) और रामायण (1442 ई.) को कथा का 
रूप दिय्ब था। महाभारत और रामायण जैसे प्रबच्धों की रचना करना किशोरमति से असम्भव प्रतीत होती है, 
पर aied कृतियो की भाषा-शैली-जन्य किंचिट अप्रौढ़ता वैसा सोचने को बाध्य करती है। अंस्लु, उनका 
अनुमित जन्मवर्ष सन्‌ 1413 ई. असंगत नहीं लगता।' वे लावण्य श्रीकर्ण व्यास के ga और छिताई वार्ता 
(1526 ई.) के कवि नारायणदास के पिता थे। विष्णुदास की छठी पीढ़ी में उत्पन्न हृदयराम मिश्र कृत रस रत्नाकर 

* संपर्क “he 
दूरभाष 0360-277267; फैक्स : 0380-277317 
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(1674$) के बंश-वर्णनम' से उनका बंश वृक्ष निम्नाँकित ठहरता है। यथा - 
लावण्य श्रीकर्ण : (व्यास) 
4 
विष्णुदत्त (दास) 
4 


नारायण (दास) 
दामोदर 


रामकृष्ण 
तुलसीदास | माधवराम ` गंगाराम 


4 


हृदयराम मिश्र 


इस आधार पर कवि के बचपन का अथवा मूलनाम विष्णुदत्त था। 'दास' के रूप में उनकी प्रसिद्धि बाद 
में - कदाचित्‌ वैष्णव रूप में प्रसिद्ध होने पर हुई होंगी। पिता लावण्य श्रीकर्ण की sore’ उपाधि उनके 
कथावाचक होने का सूचक है। कथावाचक पिता के पुत्र और वैष्णवकुल में पोषित-शिक्षित होने के कारण 
पौराणिक कथाओं के प्रति बचपन से ही उनका सहज रूझान होंगा। असंभव नहीं कि कथावाचन की पैत्रिक 
परम्परा का उन्होंने पालन भी किया हो। नाथां की गोपाचल - गद्दी के संस्थापक सहंजनाथ की परम्परा के 
नाथ-गुरू सुन्दरनाथ जी (गुरू परम्परा के कारण जो सहजनाथ के नाम से भी जाने जाते होंगे) विष्णुदास के 


दीक्षागुरू थे। ` कवि विष्णुदास ने उन्हें सहजनाथ के नाम से भी स्मरण किया है। 


विष्णुदास संस्कृत और “भाखा' (हिन्दी) के विद्वान और कुशल “भाखा'-कवि' थे। रचना - वैविध्य और 
रचना में विभिन्न शैलियों का समाहार उनके गहन शास्त्रीय अध्ययन, व्यापक काव्य स्वाध्याय और संस्कृत - 
अपभ्रंशादि की काव्यरचना - पद्धतियों के पूर्ण ज्ञान के साक्ष्य प्रस्तुत करते हैं। कथावाचन का पैत्रिक दाय 
सँभालते हुए ही उन्होंने संस्कृत की भी गहन साधना की थी। संगीत की दृष्टि से उनके विष्णुपदं का बड़ा 
महत्व है। उनके विष्णुपदों का छोर पकड़कर ही ध्रुपद गायकी को विस्तार और जौनपुर की ख्याल गायकी को 
नया आयाम मिला है 1° परिष्कृतः भाषा-शैली और रचनागत प्रौढता के आधार पर उनकी लंघुकृतियाँ 
रामायन-कथा की परवर्ती एवं बहुत वर्षों बाद रची गयी प्रतीत होती हैं। इससे अनुमान किया जायेगा कि वे 
दीर्घजीवी होंगे - असंभव नहीं कि वे पन्द्रहवीं शती के नौवें दशक तक जीवित रहे हों। सम्प्रति उनकी 
निम्नाकिंत कृतिया उपलब्ध हैं - 
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.मकरध्वज-कथा . ` 


1. महाभारत-कथा 6: 

2. रामायन-कथा | 7. . बारहखड़ी . 

3. स्वर्गारोहण / स्वर्गारोहण पर्व = 8. फुटकल पद्य (विष्णुपद) 
4. रूक्मिणी मंगल '8. .चौबीस एकादशी 

5. स्नेहलीला 8. ` एकादशी माहात्म्य. 


महाभारत-कथा ° सन्‌ 1435 ई. की :रचंना है । यह प्रबंध कुल 2082 छन्दों में पूर्ण हुआ È प्रबन्ध की 
कवि-कृत मूल अभिधा संभवतः पांण्डव-चरित है, पर यदा-कदा इसे भारत भी कहा गया है। इसमें 
मह्यभारत की मात्र मुख्य कथा कों काव्य-बद्ध किया गया È इसमें कई प्रसंग सर्वथा छोड़ दिये गये हैं और कई. 
में बचुर कल्पना से काम लिया गया है। परिणामतः कृति अनुवाद होने से बच गयी है। रचना में वीर और 
शृंगार रस को प्रमुखता मिली है। युगीन परिवेश (समाज, नीति; राजनीति, रणनीति आदि) की अभिव्यंजना 
में ती कवि सफल रहा है | वस्तुतः महाभारतीय कथा को युगीन परिवेश के.अनुरूप.समग्रता में उपस्थित करने 
दुर्बजताएँ जहाँ इसकी कविताई की सीमा हैं, वही समग्र महाभारतीयं कथां को हिन्दी में पहली बार काव्यबद्ध 
करना विष्णुदास की कवित्वशक्ति का परिचायक भी। 


स्वर्गारोहण / स्वर्गारोहण पर्व? को हरिहर निवास द्विवेदी स्वतंत्र कृति नहीं, महाभारत-कथा का ही 
अंग मानते हैं, किन्तु स्वतंत्र मंगलाचरण से कृति का आरम्भ किया जाना, कलिंयुग-वर्णन, नीति-वचन, पृथक 
कथा-प्रसंग-आदि के-कारण यह महाभारत-कथा से: भिन्न और स्वतंत्र कृति ही ठहरती है। इसमें पाण्डवों की 
हिमालय-यात्रा-औरः उनके वहीं से स्वर्गारोहण करने की कथा वर्णित है। इसके कलियुग-वर्णन में पौराणिक 
छाष होते हुए भी युगीन संदर्भ अधिक महत्व का है। waa एक स्थल पर कबि ने अपने को “भाखा काव्य' 
की रचन्ना करने के लिए कोसा भी है। '' भाषा-शैली और कवित्व की दृष्टि से यह महाभारत-कथाःसे अधिक 
उत्तम कृति छहरती है। | 


रूक्मिशी-मंगल में रूक्मिणी-कृष्ण-विवाह की कथा गेय बनी है। रचना भागवत-आधारित है और कुल 
खिरालिस विष्णुपदों में पूरी हुई है। कथा को एक सूत्रता प्रदान करने के.लिए प्रत्येक विष्णुपद के पूर्व दो दोहे 

भी रखे गये हैं। रचना कुल 513 पंक्तियों की है। सभी विष्णुपद रागबद्ध और भक्त्यात्मक हैं - सभी विष्णुपद 
भन्ति शृंगार रके उत्तम गीत हैं। काव्यत्व की दृष्टि से रूक्मिणी-मंगल प्रौढ़ और सरसं कृति तो है ही, परवर्ती 
कवि सूरदास के पदों के पूर्वरूप का उदाहरण'भी हैं। यथा - - 


राग सोरठ | 
रूक्मिणी अपने मन की खोलत बोलत राजदुलारी | 
हमरे पति तौं श्री नंदनंदन मनमोहन गिरिधारी॥ 
` "चौदह भुवन के राव सुनी जो बरहूँ कृष्ण मुरारी। . 
+ ` विघन निवारन काजःसँवारन संतन कौ हितकारी ॥ . 
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अनत जनम लौ संग रही हौं हौं कबहूँ न बिसारी। 
साखी वेद पुरान भनत हैं तुम सब भये अंनारी॥ 
. द्रौपदी चीर उबारन कारन धाये छाँडि सवारी। 


विष्णुदास पर कृपा करै हैं मोहिं भरोसो भारी ॥ १ 
हिन्दी का यहीं. पहला मंगलकाव्य भी है। : _ E 
स्नेहलीला में श्रीमद्भागवत (10/47/1152) में वर्णित भ्रमर-प्रसंग को कुल 122 दोहों में काव्यबद्ध 
किया गया है। सूर आदि परवर्ती कवियों ने इसी प्रसंग को भ्रमरगीत का रूप feat है। रचना में विष्णुदास की 
_ रागांत्मक अनुभूतियों का कुशल सम्प्रेषण हुआ है। भ्रमरगीत प्रसंग को हिन्दी में काव्यबद्ध करने वाली यह न 
केवल प्रथम, बल्कि सरस और सफल कृति है। कुछ दोहे द्रष्टव्य हैं प्रथा - 
क. गोदोहन मोहन गिये, टेरत लै लै नाँव। Ree oS 
` गोरज उड़ि अंबर लगि, छबि पावत नंदगाँब॥ ˆ. `. "¦ ` 
ख. जब हम तुमसों बिछुरें, आये मथुरा माँझ। 
हौं wag नाहिन पियौ, महियो प्रात न साँझ ॥ © 


ग. ` अब तुम बाबा नंद सौं, ऐसे कहियो जाय। 
_ . वै तुम नीके राखियो, धौरी धूसर गाय ॥ *° 


बारहखड़ी में व्यंजन वर्णों के क्रम से रचित कुल पैतिस कुण्डलिया हैं। रचना कृषणभक्तिपरक है। प्रत्येक 
कुण्डलियों का विषये कृष्ण चरित की कोई न कोई घटना है। रचना उत्तम È यहाँ एक कुण्डलिया द्रष्टव्य है। 
यथा ¬ 


'हहा हरि जब तें गये तलफत ब्रज की नारि। 
. सुपनैन में कबहूँ मिलै जागतं नाहि मुरारि॥ 
जागत नाहिं पियां कूं निरखत अँखियन हारी। 
_ दिवस निसा येहि भावती कब उभटै गिरधारी॥ 
नेह लगाइ भये निरमोही अब गति कौन: हमारी | 


_ विष्णुदास सुख तभी होइहौं आनि मिले बमवारी॥ 
मकरध्वज-कथा अपेक्षया लघु कथात्मक कृति है। रामायण = वर्णित अहिरावण के एक द्वारपाल हनुमान- 
पुत्र मकरध्वज-प्रसंग ही इसका वर्ण्य विषय है। स्वतंत्र मंगलाचरंण से आरम्भ किंये जाने के कारण इसे 


` रामायन-कथा से भिन्न, स्वतंत्र कृति मानना संगत है। रचना की प्रौढता भी इसे -रामायन-कथा से.बहुत बाद 
की रचित सिद्ध करती है। इसमें मकरध्वज के जन्म और उसकी वीरता क्रा उत्तम वर्णन हुआ हे । 


फुटकल पद - विष्णुपद - की कोई एकत्र पाण्डुलिपि नहीं मिलती, किन्तुः विषणुंदास की भणिता वाले 
अनेक पद विभिन्न हस्तलेखों में प्राप्त होते हैं। ये पद कीर्तन के खूप में गेय हैं। कंति ने इसकी रचना विभिन्न 
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समयों में वैयक्तिक तोष के लिए की होगी | अधिकांश उपलब्ध पद कृष्णभक्तिपरक हैं। जनता में ये पद अधिक 
लोकप्रिय थे। इसकी पुष्टि आसकरण-वार्ता से नी होती है। उस समय “संगीत पदों के पूर्वाधार के रूप में 


विष्णुदास के विष्णुपदों के संगीत कीं गुंज थी।” उन पदों से “प्रेरित होकर जौनपुर में ख्याल गायकी की 
प्रारम्भ हुआ । ब्रज क्षेत्र में पहुंचकर कृष्णभक्तिशाखा तथा रामभक्तिशाखा को पदों द्वारा अपने-अपने आराध्य- 
स्तवन के लिए मार्ग प्रशस्त किया ' 1” ऐसे पदों की निश्चित संख्या के बारे में कुछ भी कहना अनुमान मात्र 
ही होगा। ये पद आज भी बुन्देलखण्ड ही नहीं, वरन्‌ मिथिला और मगध की जनता के कण्ठ में जीवित हैं। 


अंतिम दो रचनाएं - चौबीस एकादशी; और एकादशी माहात्म्य गद्य-में हे । नाम से ही इनके वर्ण्य स्पष्ट 
हैं। गद्य के ऐतिहासिक नमूने की दृष्टि से भी ये कम महत्त्व की नहीं हैं। आगामी पंक्तियों में रामायन-कथा पर 
अपेक्षित विस्तार से विचार किया जाता है। 


रामायन-कथा. (सन 1442 ई. ) 


विष्णुदास कृत रामायन-कथा (सन्‌ 1442 ई.) “ में सम्पूर्ण राम आख्यान कुल तीन काण्डों - बाल 
सुन्दर और उत्तर - के 58 (31 + 17 + 10) सगो के कुल 3485 (संस्कृत शलोक 75 + हिन्दी छन्द 3410) 
Hat में रचित है। इसका मूल उपजीव्य वाल्मीर्क य रामायण है, किन्तु यह उसका अनुवाद नहीं, उसके आधार 
पर मौलिक निर्मिति है। रामकथा को लोकग्रास्य.और सर्वजन प्रेषणीय बनाने के निमित्त क्षेत्रीय जनभाषा 
ग्वालियरी (अपर नाम अन्तर्वेदी, मध्यदेशीया अयवा बुन्देली) में वाल्मीकीय क्रम से स्वतंत्ररूपेण वर्णित किया 
गया है। उसके अतिरिक्‍त कतिपय प्रसंगो के लिए कवि अध्यात्म रामायण और क्षेमेन्द्र कृत दशावतार चरित 
का भी ऋणी है। कवि ने जिन ग्रन्थों से सामग्री ली है,उन सबको उसने पुरान की सामान्य अमिघा दी है। अस्तु 
पुरान से कवि अभिप्रेत अर्थ है - पूर्ववर्ती रामाख्यानक ग्रन्थ। यह समझना दुष्कर है कि.इसमें कवि ने कथा- 
विभाजन और वस्तु संघटन पारम्परीणं लीक से हटकर - सात काण्डों की जगह मात्र तीन काण्डों में ही क्यों 
किया है। इस सम्बन्ध में किसी भी प्रकार के साक्ष्य का अभाव है। कथा-विभाजन और वस्तु-संघटन हेतु 
निम्नांकित तालिका द्रष्टव्य है। यथा - 


सर्ग संख्या ` सर्गाम . ` : ` . प्रकाशित पुस्तक पृष्ठ संस्कृत शलोक ` हिन्दी छन्द 
| [बालकाण्ड] > ३ लक. | | i EO ३. ठक 
1. शृंगी आगमनं, दशरथ-मंत्री संवाद. ¦`" - 1-3 . :: ES 43 
2. रामराज्य विदूषतं | EES 1 203 ` 
3. राम-वनवास “`. ४ 17-22 1. ‘93 
` 4. दशरथ जग्यंदत्त - अंध शाप कथन `. ` 23-25 z3 39 
“5. दशरथ स्वर्गृगमन, भरत प्रजापतिपाल्ने 26-31 - ` ` Z 
6. खर-दूषण - त्रिसिरा बध वर्णन . 32236: ` ` `. ` 82 
7. सीता हरण; इन्द्र वृतान्त कथनं 37-41 ee 76 
8. सीताहरण, जटायुस्वर्गमन  -. . . 42-43 अडे ed 
9. किष्किंधा गमन, वालिवधं-वाक्यदान 44-49. : 1 ` 92 
10. 
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63 


11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16.. 
17. 
18. 
19. 
20. 
21. 
22. 
23. 
` 24. 
25. 
26. 
27. 
28. 
29. 
30. 
31. 


32. 
33. 
* 34. 
35. 


36. 
37. 
38. 
39. 
40. 
41. 
42. 


डी. के. चौबे (0. K. Choubey) . AURJ Vol. 3 (2), 2000, 59-66 
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56. लवणासुरं बध, शत्रुघ्न - विजेय 234-237 50 
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अल्पज्ञांत महाकवि विष्णुदास (Alpgyat Mahakavi Vishnudas) 


i 


(* ताराकिंत सर्ग प्रकाशित पुस्तक में उल्लिखित नहीं है। इसीलिए सर्गो की संख्या मात्र 53 ही होने का भ्रम 
होंता है।) | 


यहाँ इतना संकेत कर देना पर्याप्त होगा कि विष्णुंदास की रामायन - कथा पर प्रस्तुत लेखक ने अपने 

पीएच. डी शोध प्रबंध में विस्तृत विचार किया है । | 
विष्णुदास की कृतियों के उपरि परिचयात्मक विवरण से अग्रांकित तथ्य स्पष्ट होते हैं 

1. विष्णुदास सगुण भक्तिकाव्यधारा के आरंभिक काव्यकार हैं। वे सूरदास और तुलसीदास के न केवल 
पूर्ववर्ती महाकवि हैं, वरन्‌ दोनों की विशेषताओं से सम्पन्न और दोनों को दिशा देने वाले भी 

2. विष्णुदास हिन्दी के प्रथम महाभारतकार और प्रथम रामायणकार हैं। तुलसी कृत मानस' विष्णुद्रासकृत पक्त 
रामायनकथा के लगभग सवा सौ वर्ष बाद न केवल प्रणीत हुआ, बल्कि उससे प्रेरित और प्रभावित भी हुआ हे | 

3. . विष्णुदास सूरपूर्व ब्रजभाषा के श्रेष्ठतम कवि हें। सूर के पदों का मूर्त रूप विष्णुदास के विष्णुपदों 
स्नेहलीला के दोहों और बारहखडी में स्पष्ट रूप से प्रत्यक्ष हुआ है। आचार्य रामचन्द्र शुक्त ने सूर के पदों 
पर विचार करते हुए ठीक ही-अनुमान किया था कि वे किसी पूर्ववर्ती पदपरम्परा के उत्तरवर्ती प्रौढ 
विकसित रूप हैं। 

4 सूरदास की तरह विष्णुदास भी संगीतज्ञ थे। उनके विष्णुपदों से प्रेरित-प्रभावित होकर ही ध्रुपद और 
जौनपुर की ख्याल गायकी का नवीन कल्प किया जा सका। 
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विष्णुदास परवर्ती सगुण भक्तिकाव्यधारा स्पष्टतः कृष्ण और 'रामभक्तिकाव्यधाराओं में विकसित हुई है। 
समग्रतः कहा जायेगा कि हिन्दी की सगुण भक्तिकाव्यधारा के काव्यकारो में विष्णुदास का 

व्यक्तित्व और कृतित्व उनके महाकवि रूप को प्रत्यक्ष करता है। आवश्यकता है हिन्दी भक्तिकाव्य के 

इतिहास के पुनर्लेखन की जिसमें उन्हे उनका समुचित स्थान और महत्व प्रदान किया जा सके | 


संदर्भ / टिप्पणियाँ 


. गौरीशंकर द्विवेदी ने 'बुन्देल-वैभव', भाग-1 प्रकाशन वर्ष 1990 व पृष्ठ 240 पर विष्णुदास का जन्मवर्ष 


1470 विक्रमाव्द स्वीकार किया है। 

क. रामायन कथा पृ - 1/10 

ख. महाभारत पृ - 5/40 
रामायन कथा पृ - 1/7-9 


4.. क. रामायन कथा पृ - 1/9 


= ढा aS 


10. 
11. 


12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 


ख. महाभारत पृ -171/3 (स्वर्गारोहण) 
बिशेष के लिए दृष्टव्य - 
क. राधेश्याम द्विवेदी, “हिन्दी भाषा और साहित्य में ग्वालियर क्षेत्र का योगदान” पृ. 287 
ख. संगीत सम्राट तानसेन और दो सौ बावन वैष्णवों की वार्ता 
हरिहर निवास द्विवेदी द्वारा सम्पादित एवं महाभारत' नाम से सन्‌ 1973 ई. में ग्वालियर से प्रकाशित | 
महाभारत पृ - 4/22 पृ- 5/34 पृ - 170/2007 
-वहीं- पृ-1/10 पृ-2/दोहां2 इत्यादि! 
हरिहर निवास द्विवेदी ने “महाभारत, के परिशिष्ट 1 में राजपुस्तकालय, दतिया, वाली प्रति की कुछ 
पंक्तियों को विद्यामन्दिर, मुरार वाली प्रति के साथ किंचित संस्कार कर प्रकाशित करा दिया है (पृ. 
171-182) 
द्रष्टव्य महाभारत, परिशिष्ट 1 (स्वर्गारोहण) पृ. 172-173 
ga मति थोरी, भाखी काव्य बनाई। 
गणपति चन्द्र गुप्त द्वारा “हिन्दी साहित्य का वैज्ञानिक इतिहास" पृ. 234 पर उद्धृत । 
हिन्दी साहित्य का वैज्ञानिक इतिहास, पृ. 234 
राधेश्याम द्विवेदी, उपरिवत पृष्ठ 154 
मोहन सिंह तोमर, हिन्दी रामकाव्य और विष्णुदास की रामायन-कथा पृ. 51. 
पं. लोकनाथ द्विवेदी सिलाकारी द्वारा सम्पादित एवं साहित्य भवन (प्रा०) लि०, इलाहाबाद द्वारा सन्‌ 
1972 ई. में प्रकाशित।-रचना वर्ष का उल्लेख इस प्रकार हुआ है- |. 
चौदह सत निन्यानवे लियौ, पून्यौ पवित्र रामाइनु कियौ। 
गुरूबासर रेवती नक्षत्र, माघ मास कवि कियौ कवित्त ॥ पृ. 1/11 
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तुलसी- साहित्य में दृष्टिकूट- वैभव 


`. डा० विवेक कुमार श्रीवास्तव * 
रीडर (हिन्दी विमाय) गौहाटी विश्वविद्यालय, 
- गुवाहाटी, भारत 


'कूट' शब्द का प्राचीनतम प्रयोग ऋग्वेद में मिलता है। यथा - 'उद्‌नों हृदमपिबज्ज IMT: कूटं स्म 
तृंहदभिमातमेति/' कुछ पाश्चात्यः विद्वानों यथा ग्रिफिथ आदि ने भ्रमवश इसका अर्थ सींग किया है। उनके 
अनुसार उक्त मंत्र का अर्थ है - 'जो वृषभ हर्षित होकर सम्पूर्ण हृद का जल पी गया था, उसके टूटते हुए सींग 
. नेशत्रु का सामना किया! किन्तु सायण ने इसका अर्थ पर्वत oer किया है। परवर्ती वरेण्य संस्कृत साहित्य में 
पर्वत-श्यृंग के अर्थ में कूट शब्द का प्रयोग प्रचुरता से मिलता है। यथा.- गिरिकूट, चित्रकूट, आम्रकूट आदि | 
सामान्य व्यवहार में 'कूट' शब्द क प्रयोग अनेक अर्थों में होता रहा है. अमरकोश में इसके नौ अर्थ दिये गये 
हैं। विभिन्‍न शब्दकोशों से संकलित करने पर 'कूट' शब्द के लगभग 35-36 अर्थ उपलब्ध होते हैं, जिनमें 
से कुछ यथा - 'माया' एवं “निश्चल' तो अब कोरा-ग्रंथो में ही रह गये हैं। 'कूट' का 'संस्कृत' एवं तज्जन्य 
भाषाओं नें सर्वाधिक प्रयोग केतव (छल) के अथ में हुआ हे जो कि कूट का व्युत्पतिलभ्य अर्थ आप्रवण या 
टेढेपन से सम्बद्ध है। काव्य के प्रसंग में कूट (कूट्‌ + अच्‌) शब्द का प्रयोग गूढ़काव्य के लिए होता है और 
पारिभाषिक अर्थ में यह संज्ञावत्‌ तथा विशेषणवत्‌ दोनों ही प्रकार से प्रयुक्त होता है। 

'वानूछल या गूढ़ोक्ति' के अर्थ में कूटकाव्य का प्रयोग ब्राह्मण ग्रंथो ° तथा भागवत * आदि ग्रंथों में 
उपलब्ध होता है। हिन्दी साहित्य में कूटरचना के लिए 'दृष्टकूट' तथा 'दृष्टिकूट' समस्तपद प्रचलित 21° 
इसकी निरुक्ति क्रमशः इस प्रकार से की गयी है - “Gee कूटम्‌ यस्मिन्‌ तत्‌' अर्थात ऐसा काव्य जिसमें शब्द और 
अर्थो में हन अथवा क्लिष्टता दृष्टिगोचर हो, 'दृष्टकूट' काव्य है। इसी प्रकार दृष्टिकूट का निरूक्तिपरक अर्थ 
है - “दृष्टया कूटम्‌’ (दृष्टि से छिपा हुआ) अथवा “दृष्टे: कूटं यस्मिन्‌ तत' (जिसमें दृष्टि का छल हो)। 
संभवतः वाक्कूट के सादृश्य पर ही शब्द की रचना हुई होगी। सूरदास के कूटपदों के लिए 'दृष्टकूट' शब्द का 
सर्वप्रथम प्रयोग सरदार कवि ने साहित्य लहरी की टीका में किया है। लक्षण की दृष्टि से गूढार्थता और शब्द 
कोशल ये दो ही कूटकाव्य के प्रमुख तत्व हैं। भावातिरेक के क्षणों में कवि की हृदय-भूमि में जन्म लेनेवाली 
कविता का सृजन करते-करते जब कवि का मानसलोक श्रान्त सा हो जाता है, तब कुछ क्षणा के लिए 
सृजनधर्मी कवि की मनीषा को अपना पाण्डित्य अथत्रा काव्य-विदरधता दिखाने की इच्छा बलवती हो जाती है। 
उन क्षणों में ही कवि की लेखनी कविता में कूटार्थी प्रयोग किया कंरती है। किन्तु दृष्टिकूटों का प्रणयन सदा- 
सर्वदा चमत्कार प्रदर्शन की ही इच्छा से होता है, ऐसा नहीं है। कूटकाव्य शैली में कवि को प्रवृत्त कराने वाले 
अन्य प्रयोज्न भी हैं। यथा, कुतूहल या विस्मय उत्पन्न करने की इच्छा, रहस्यात्मक अथवा दार्शनिक अनुभूतियों 

* सपर्क | | | 

द्रभाष 0361-573798 . 


67 


वी. के. श्रीवास्तव (V.K. Srivastava)  AURJ Vol. 3 (2), 2000, 67-78 


की व्यंजना, तथा कथ्य को सामान्य जन से गोपनीय रखने की इच्छा, आदिं। सारांशात: यह कहना संगत होगा 
कि दृष्टिकूट शैली का काव्य मनीषी कवि द्वारा हृदय के भावलोक से निष्क्रमण करने परः उक्ति वैचित्र्य तंथा 
शब्दवैचित्र्य के आश्रय से प्रणीत होता है । ; | 


दृष्टिकूटशैली की रचनाओं की सुदीर्घ परम्पेरा मानव के बौद्धिक चेतना के उस विकसित धरातल को 
प्रस्तुत करती है जिसमें उसके कौतूहल वृत्ति का वैविध्यपूर्ण, ईतिवृत्त एवं उसकी वाणी-गोपन की समस्त 
चेष्टाएँ अन्तर्निहित है। वैदिक और वरेण्य संस्कृत साहित्य दोनों में इस शैली की रचनाएँ प्रचुर परिमाण मे 
. उपलब्ध है। वेद की याज्ञिक ऋचाओं, कर्मकाण्ड - विषयक मन्त्रों तथा अध्यात्म काव्य के मन्त्रसमूह में इसके 
उदाहरण मिलते हैं। ऋग्वेद की सर्वोत्तम कवित्वमयी रूपकात्मक गूढ़ोक्तियों में से एक गूढ़ोक्ति द्रष्टव्य है 
जिसकी व्याख्या विभिन्न भाष्यकारों ने विभिन्न प्रकार से की है- ' 


चत्वारे शुंगास्त्रयोऽस्यं पादा द्वे शीर्षे सप्त हस्तासो अस्य। 
त्रिधा वद्धो वृषभो रोरबीति महादेवो मर्त्या आविवेश: ॥ 
आरण्यक-उपनिषदों में भी कूटकाव्य प्रणयन की परम्परा बनी रही। अनेक स्थलों पर इन श्लोकों एवं 
मन्त्रों में आध्यात्मिक व्यंजना के लिए अंकशास्त्र का आश्रय भी लक्षित होता है। ब्रह्म की व्याख्या के लिए 
ईशावास्योपनिषद का निम्न मन्त्र दूष्टव्य है | ह Res 
पूर्णमदः पूर्णमिदं पूर्णातपूर्णमुदच्यते | 
पूर्णस्य पूर्णमादाय पूर्णमेवावशिष्यते॥. 
कलात्मक अर्थात्‌ काव्यकलापूर्ण Hel की परम्परा वरेण्य संस्कृत साहित्य में लोकप्रिय रही है। महाभारत 
की रचना में गणेशजी का सशर्त लिपिक बनना तथा शर्त की रक्षापूर्ति हेतु व्यास जी द्वारा साभिप्राय ग्रंथ- 
ग्रंथियो (गूढ़ श्लोकों) की रचना तो प्रायः सर्वविदितःही है - “सौति काव्यस्य तेखनार्थाय गणेशः स्मर्यता मुने' 
कहकर व्यास विरचित ऐसे गूढ़श्लोकों की संख्या आठसहस्र आठ बताई है 
अष्टौश्लोक श्लोक सहस्त्राणि अष्टौ श्लोक शतानि च। शप 
अहं वेदूमि शुको वेत्ति संजयों वेति वा न वा ॥ 
| उल्लेखनीय है कि महाभारत के उक्त ग्रंथियुक्त श्लोकों में कूटकाव्य के प्राय: सभी भेदों का समावेश 
गया है। कूटकाव्य की प्रशस्त परम्परा संस्कृत एवं अपभ्रंश साहित्य में अपने कलात्मक वैभव के साथ प्राप्त होती 
है। | 
हिन्दी काव्य परम्परा में सिद्धो और नाथों की रहस्यमयी कथन भंगिमा के साथ ही साथ संतकवियों की 
उलटबासियों में कूटात्मक शैली के श्रेष्ठ उदाहरण मिलते हें । इनके शब्दवैचित्र्य तथा काव्यात्मक जटिलता की 
कला अमेकत्र केशव को भी मात करती है। कलात्मक कूटकाव्य की परम्परा हिन्दी के प्रथम महाकाव्य प्रणेता 
चंदबरदाई के काव्य में मिलती है। विलक्षण कवित्व सम्पन्न कवि चंद ने अंलकारों पर आश्रित उच्चकोटि के : 
दृष्टिकूट रचे है । शशिव्रता के अंगों के वर्णन में रूपकातिशयोक्ति तथा भ्रान्तिमान से मिश्रित दृष्टिकटू द्रष्टव्य 
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कुंजर उप्पर सिंह सिंह उप्पर दोय पंब्बय। 

पब्बय उप्पर YT, भृंग उप्पर ससि सुम्मय॥ 

सस्ति उप्पर एक कीर, कीर उप्पर म्रग दिदठौ। 
WT उप्पर कोदंड संघ, HAT वयट्ठौ॥ . 

अहि मयूर महि उप्परइ, हीर सरसे हेमन जरयौ। 
सुर भवन हांडि कवि चंद कहि घोखे राजन परयौ॥ 


उक्त पद में कुंजर = जंघा; सिंहं = कमर; पब्बय = उरोज; भृंग = चूचुक; ससि = मुख 
शुक = नासिका; म्रग = नेत्र; कोदंड = भूकुटि; अहि = केशराशि तथा मयूर = चित्तवन है। 
चंदबरदाई ने समध्वन्यात्मकता तथा यमक और श्लेष पर आश्रित कुछ दृष्टिकूट भी विरचित किए हैं। 
wa! ह. | 
हरि हरि हरि बन हरित महि, हरन पिष्षयै अंषि। 
सारंग रूकि सारंग हने, सारँग करनि करष्षि॥ !2 


यहाँ हरि एवं सारंग शब्दों के अनेक अर्थ हैं। ध्यातव्य है कि सारंग शब्द विद्यापति और सूरदास को भी 
` अत्यन्त प्रिय था और उन्होंने इसका अनेक पदों में प्रयोग किया है। 


_ मैथिल कवि विद्यापति के पदों में कूटात्मक शैलीका बड़ा ही प्रकृष्ट रूपं देखमे को मिलता है। सत्य तो 
यह = कि हिन्दी में विद्यापति के कूटों ने ऐसा पैर जमाया और अपनी प्रभविष्णुता के कारण कृष्णकाव्य में वे 
इस तरह से छा गये कि उनसे सबसे अधिक प्रभावित हुए महाकवि सूरदास। सूरकृत कूटशैली के पदों के 
सम्बन्ध में सम्प्रति उनके दो ग्रन्थों की चर्चा होती है पहला सूरसागर, दूसरा साहित्यलहरी। यद्यपि कुछ 
कूटह्मक पद सूरसारावली में भी प्राप्त हैं, किन्तु उनकी संख्या अत्यंत परिमित है। साहित्यलहरी तो एक 
प्रकाउ से कूटकाव्य ही है। दृष्टिकूट शैली की सर्वश्रेष्ठ कृतियों साहित्यलहरी एवं सूरसागर को लक्ष्य करके 

अनेळ विद्वानों ने दृष्टिकूट पदों में कूट शब्दों के निर्माण की प्रणालियों पर विचार किया è इनमें श्री प्रभूदयालं 
मीत= का मत अपेक्षाकृत अधिक व्यावहारिक तथा युक्तिसंगत है। उन्होनें दूष्टिकूट पदों को मुख्यतः उक्तिवैचित्र्य 


बोधक, क्रमागत, गणनासूचक, कथात्मक तथा मिश्रित पाँच वर्गो में विभाजित किया है। “ उल्लेखनीय है कि 


जिन दृष्टिकूटों से मीत्तल जी का साबिका हुआ है वहाँ कभी-कभी एक सार्थक शब्द के लिए पदों की डेढ़-दो 
पंक्तियों तक के अर्थ के साथ द्रविइ-प्राणायाम करना पड़ता है। उदाहरण - 


काजल के लिए : | | | 
कारन अन्त अन्त ते घटकर आदि घटन पैजोई . मद्ध घटे परे नास 
काज . काज ` पय (जल) ` काल 


एक अन्य तथ्य उल्लेखनीय है कि आचार्यों. ने दृष्टिकूट काव्य में अलंकार विद्यमानता के कारण उसे 
प्रहेलिका से भिन्न परिभाषित किया है - | 
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प्रगट और ही अर्थ कछु, गुप्त और कछु होय | 

जो रचना बुद्धिबंचनी, दृष्टिकूट है सोय॥ - | 
ऐसी ही रचनान में, जहँ कछु प्रश्‍न लखाय। ` 

तहाँ प्रहेलिका कहत हैं, सुमति सकल कवि राय ॥ 4 


` अस्तु,तुलसी के समय तक हिन्दी में कूटात्मक काव्यशैली की पूर्ण प्रतिष्ठा हों चुकी थी। तुलसी ने कवित्ब 
के तीन तत्वों (अर्थ, भाव और भाषा) में भाषा को गंध बताया है। वह गन्ध पाठक को आकृष्ट करती है; तथा 
रामचरित मानस में लिखा है - | 


अरथ अनूप सुभाव सुभासा। 
सोइ पराग मकरंद सुबासा॥ 
विशिष्ट शब्दों के अर्थ पाठक की पैनी निगाह को आमन्त्रण देते हैं। कोशों में शव की भाँति पड़े हुए शब्दों 
पर कवि अपनी मेधा तथा प्रतिभा का अमृतं खिडक कर उन्हें जीवित करते हैं और नये-नये अर्थो से उन्हें 
प्राणवान बनाते è प्रसंग, वक्रोक्ति, लक्षणा, व्यंजना आदि के बल से कवि शब्दों मं जिस अर्थवैभव का संचार 
करते हैं, उनका उचित अनुशीलन ही विज्ञ पाठक का सारस्वतधर्म है। तात्पर्यं यह है कि तुलसी वाडमय में 
कूटात्मक काव्यशैली भी विद्यमान है तथा कवि ने अपनी काव्यशास्त्रीय मान्यता के अनुसार कूटोन्मुखी शब्दों 
क प्रयोग भी किया है। तुलसीदास द्वारा Herat के लिखने की प्रेरणा के स्रोतों का अनुसंधान करते हुए यह 


अनुमान लगाना अनुचित न होगा कि अपने समय तक हिन्दी की प्रचलित समस्त काव्यशैलियों में काव्य रचना 
. करने की सहज-स्वाभाविक मानसिकता के कारणं तुलसी ने दृष्टिकूट पदों का प्रणयन किया होगा। ._ 

. रामचरित मानस में मोहासक्त नारद द्वारा भगवान विष्णु के:सौन्दर्यशाली रूपके याचना-प्रसंग में हरि 
तथा हित शब्द का प्रयोग उक्ति-वैचित्र्य. दृष्टिकूट शैली में अर्थवक्रता तथा पर्याय उपंवर्ग की कोटि का 
उदाहरण है। उक्त प्रसंग में नारद तपोबल द्वारा विश्वमोहिनी को पाने में स्वयं को अक्षम पाते हैं, किन्तु उनका 
मनमयूर 'हरिसन मांगी सुंदरताई,' की कल्पना से आनन्दित हों उठता है। वे परमकौतुकी कृपालु विष्णु से न 
केवल उनुका रूप माँगते है अपितु दास्यभाव से सर्वतोभावेन. अपने हित की भी याचना कर डालते हैं - 

` आपन रूप देहु प्रभु मोही। . 
आन भाँति पावौ नहिं ओही ॥ | 
जेहि बिधि होइ नाथ हित मोरा। 


करौ सो बेगि दास मैं तोरा ॥ 


उनके प्रभु राम उन्हें हित ही नहीं अपितु परम हित का निगूढ़ शब्दों में आश्वासन देते हैं तथा 'मुनि हित 
कारन' हरि अर्थात्‌ बंदर का अवर्णनीय कुरूप चेहरा प्रदान करते हैं 


जेहि बिधि होइहि परमहित, नारद सुनहु तुम्हार। 
मैं सोइ करब न आन कुछ बचन न मूषा हमार॥ 7 
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` मायाबस मुनि भए बिमूढा। 
समुझी नहि हरि गिरा निगूढा । 
मुनि हित कारन कृपा निधाना | 


दीन्हि कुरूप न जाहि बखाना ॥ 1 


मोहासक्त एवं मायाविवश नारद न तो हरि के निगूढ़ बचनों को समझ पाते हैं और न विप्रवेषधारी 
हरगन के वचनों की व्यंजना St | मानसकार के शञ्दो में - 


करहि कूटि नारदहि सुनाई। 

नीक दीन्ह हरि सुन्दरताई॥ 
रीझिहि राजकुवंरि छबि देखी। 
बीन्हि बरिहि हरि जान बिसेषी॥ ¦ 


ध्वातव्य है कि उक्त प्रसंग में “हित” एवं 'हरि' शब्दों के माध्यम से ने केवल उक्ति वैचित्र्यगत दृष्टिकूट 
का आयोजन हुआ है अपितु कूट प्रयोग व्याख्यायित्र एवं पारिभाषित भी किया गाया है। कूटकाव्य अटपटा 
होता है तथा उसके अर्थ में छल एवं छिपाव होता है। यह अर्थ भ्रम से आवेष्टित बुद्धि को समझ नहीं आता - 
जदपि सुनहि मुनि अटपटि बानी। ` | | 
समुझि न परहि बुद्धि भ्रम सानी॥ ““ 
रूपनंरचना की दृष्टि से तुलसी साहित्य में प्रयुक्त कूट सरलं, यौगिक एवं सामाजिक हैं। अनेक वाक्यांश 
और वाक्य भी कूटपरक हैं। सरेल शब्द प्रायः बहुअर्थो, पर्याय या किसी वाक्यांश के घटक के रूप में प्रयुक्त हुए 
है। जैसे - शून्य, नखत, वेद, ग्रह आदि सरल शब्द है | इसका प्रयोग प्रायः गणनापरक हुआ È सरल शब्दों का 
गणन पर प्रयोग ज्योतिषशास्त्र एवं अंकशास्त्र के तम्बन्ध में उल्लेखनीय है । उदाहरणार्थ - _ 
भुनिगन दिन गनि धातु गनि दोहा देखि बिंचारि। 
` देस करम करता बचन सगुन सनय अनुहारि॥ 7 
उक्त उदाहरण में रामाज्ञा प्रश्‍न द्वारा प्रश्‍न फल विचार करने की पद्धति का उल्लेख है। इस दोहे में मुनि, 
दिन त्था घातु वस्तुतः सात संख्या के सूचक हैं क्याँनि मुनि सात होते हैं, दिन सात होते हैं तथा धातुएँ भी सात 
ही होती है। इस प्रकार दोहे का अर्थ हुआ - मुनि (नात), दिन (सात) तथा धातु (सात) अर्थात्‌ सात सर्ग 
के साउ-सात सप्तक प्रत्येक सप्तक के सात-सात दोहे गिनकर, दोहे को देखकर फल का विचार करो। देश, 
कर्म तथा उश्नकर्ता के वचन के अनुसार उस समय सकुन होगा। 


रामाज्ञा प्रश्‍न से एक अन्य उदाहरण उल्लेखनीय है - 
सगुन सत्य ससि नयन गुन, अवधि अधिक नयवान | 
होइ सुफल सुभ जासु जसु, प्रती एतीति प्रमान ॥ 22 


अथति चन्द्र (एक), नेत्र (दो), गुण (तीन) - नीतिमान्‌ के लिए सच्चे सकुन की यह अधिक-से-अधिक 
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सीमा है। जिसक जैसा प्रेम और विश्वास है, उसी के अनुसार शकुन शुभ तथा संफल होगा । | 
उक्त उदाहरण में चन्द्र, नेत्र तथा गुण का गणनापरक दृष्टिकूटात्मक प्रयोग है। 
दोहावली तथा तुलसी सतसई से भी इस संदर्भ में उदाहरण क्रमश: द्रष्टव्य हैं - 
राम नाम को अंक है, सब साधन है सून। 
अंक गये कुछ नहि, अंक रहे दस गून॥ >> 
उक्त उदाहरण में अंक' अर्थात्‌ एक से लेकर नौ तक की संख्या तथा 'सून' अर्थात्‌ शून्य, सिफर का प्रयोग 
दृष्टिकूट का उदाहरण प्रस्तुत करते हैं। 
दुगुने तिगुने चौगुने पंच षष्ठ और सात। _ 
आठो ते पुनि नौ गुने, नौ के नौ रहि जात॥ ™ 
अर्थात्‌ नौ के अंक | को चाहे जितने गुना करो, गुना किए अंकों को जोड़ देने से नौ ही. आयेगा। जैसे 
9X2=18 यहाँ (18 में के) 1 और 8 को जोड़ नौ ही आयेगा । इसी प्रकार 9%3=27 । यहाँ (27 में के) 2 और 


7 को जोड़ देने से नौ ही हुआ। इत्यादि। उक्त उदाहरण गणनापरक अंकविषयक दृष्टिकटू का उत्तम उदाहरण ' 
है जिसमें “नौ के नौ रहि जात' हेतु बौद्धिक व्यायाम करना पड़ता है। 


यौगिक शब्दों के माध्यम से तुलसी साहित्य में दृष्टिकूट की रचनाप्रक्रिया प्रायः प्रत्यविधान न करके 
शब्दों के जोड़ने घटाने के माध्यम से निष्पन्न हुई है। इस पद्धति में दृष्टिकूट निर्मित हेतु कथात्मक अभिप्राय 
तथा कहीं-कहीं भावमिश्रित कथा प्रसंगों का प्रयोग किया गया हैं। इनके उदाहरण क्रमशः अग्रांकित हैं 


विनयपत्रिका में दारून दुख. के विभंजन हेतु तुलसी andere में भगवान की महिमा एवं शरणागत 
वत्सलता की याद दिलाते 
नागराज निज वल विचारि हिय, हारि चरन चित्त दीन्हों । 
आरत गिरा सुनत रूगपति अजि, लत बिलंब न कीन्हों ॥ ? 
उक्त उदाहरण में नागराज यौगिक शब्द है जो दृष्टिकूट की रजनाप्रक्रिया का हेतु है और जिसका अर्थ 
है नाग अर्थात्‌ गज और उंनका राजा अर्थात्‌ गजेन्द्र । उक्तः यौगिक शब्द में गजेन्द्र-मोक्ष की पौराणिक कथात्मकता 
का निर्वाह है तथा दृष्टिकूट की समग्रता को व्यक्त करने के लिए भगवान द्वारा खगपति अर्थात्‌ गरूड़ को त्याग 
कर गजेन्द्र की रक्षा हेतु जाने का उल्लेख किया है क्योंकि गरूड यदि साथ हैं तो नाग की कुशल नहीं। इसी पद 
में अग्रांकित पंक्तियों में नरनारी शब्द का प्रयोग भी कथात्मक दृष्टिकूट वा उदाहरण हैं 
भूप-सदसि सब नूपविलोकि प्रभु, राखु कहयौ नरनारी! 
बसन-पूरि, अरि-दरप दूरि'करि, भूरिः कृपा दनुजारी॥ ˆ 
अर्थात्‌ नर के अवतार अर्जुन की पत्नी द्रौपदी ने जब राजसभा में ( अपनी लज्जा जाते देखकर) सब 
राजाओं के सामने पुकार कर कहा कि हे नाथ! मेरी रक्षा कीजिए तब हे दैत्यशत्रु। आपने वहाँ (द्रौपदी को 
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लाज बचाने को) TEAL के ढेर लगाकर तथा शत्रुओं का सारा घमंड चूर्ण कर बड़ी कृपा की। उक्त उदाहरण 
में ”रनारी' शब्द द्वारा दृष्टिकूट की अवतारणा हुई है! ne 


वरवैरामायण में दृष्टिकूट का एक उदाहरण रूपसंरचना की दृष्टि से सरल शब्द में आयोजित है किन्तु 
उसरे कथाप्रसंग को संकेत के माध्यम से व्यक्त किया गया है। सूर्पणखा विरूपीकरण के लिए राम मे जो संकेत 
fee है वह निम्नोक्त है 


वेदनाम कहिं अंगुरिनि खंडि अकास। 
Teal सूपनखाहि लखन के पास ॥ 


उपर्युक्त उदाहरण में वेद! तथा 'आकाश' शब्द के माध्यम से दृष्टिकूट निर्मित हुआ. है। यहाँ वेद से 
तात्मर्य है श्रुति (कान) तथा अकास > आकाश से तात्पर्य है 'नाक'। अर्थात्‌ राम ने वेद श्रुति का नाम लेकर 
आक-श में उंगलियों से काटने का इशारा किया कि इसके नाक तथा कान दोनों काट लेचा | 


pet में सामासिक शब्दों की रचना प्रवृत्ति का विशेष योगदान है। इससे नव्य अर्थबोध तथा चमत्कार 
दोन की संसृष्टि होती है। समासों में अनेक शब्दों के योग पर भी अर्थ की एकाग्रता होती है। ये समास कही 
लघु तो कहीं दीर्घ | हिन्दी साहित्य में सूरदास द्वारा सारंग एवं दधिसुत शब्दों से सामासिक शब्दों की रचना 
प्रवृत्ति एवं उसके द्वारा कूट की योजना पर विद्वानों ने गहन विचार किया है। उल्लेखनीय है कि सूर द्वारा प्रयुक्त 
इस जामासिकता का यदि कहीं कोई सानी है तो वह तुलसीदास की विनय पत्रिका में दिखाई देता है। 'कलह' 
भाव के बोध के लिए कवि ने कितने दीर्घ समास कौ रचना कर डाली है, यह इस कूटपद में द्रष्टव्य है - 


भू-सुत-सत्रु-नाथ-हितु-पितु-त्रिय-प्रिय हिय वचन दृढायौ। 
इसका भाव यह है कि भू अर्थात्‌ पृथ्वी, पृथ्वी का सुत केवाँच, केवाँच का शत्रु बंदर अर्थात्‌ हनुमान और 


हनुमन के नाथ राम, राम के हितैषी भरत, भरत के पिता दशरथ, दशरथ की स्त्री कैकेयी और कैकेयी की. 
प्रिय वस्तु अर्थात्‌ कलह। 


कहीं-कहीं दीर्घ सामासिक पदों द्वारा ही नहीं अपितु एकाधिक वाक्य प्रयोग द्वारा दृष्टिकूट की योजना हुई 
है। -म्नांकित दोहे में प्रत्यक्षत: घर का वर्णन है किन्तु कूटार्थ में कवि ने भगवदूभक्ति (राम प्रेम) का वर्णन 
किय है - | 
घर कीन्हे घर जात है, घर छांडे घर जाइ। 
तुलसी घर बन बीच ही, रहो प्रेमपुर छाइ॥ * 
इसका तात्पर्य यह है कि केवल सांसारिक घर दृढ़ करने से, अथीत्‌ उसमें फेसे रहने से, पारलौकिक घर 
(बिना भगवद्भक्ति के) जाता रहता है, अर्थात्‌ नहीं बना रहता! गृहस्थी छोड़ देने से परलोक भी नहीं 
` बनत इसलिए तुम सांसारिक घर मे आसक्त न होकर और वन में भी न जाकर श्रीरामभक्‍्ति रूपी नगर 
बनाव्न्र उसी में रहो, अर्थात्‌ सदा रामप्रेम में लगे स्हो। 


माषायी संप्रेषण में परम्परागत शब्दावली का प्रयोग किया जाता है जिसके विषय में पाठक या श्रोता को. 
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प्रत्यक्ष या परोक्ष अनुभव होता है । किन्तु Het में ऐसे प्रतीको या प्रतीकात्मक अलंकारों का प्रयोग किया जाता. 
है जिसमें भावक के सहजानुभव से कार्य नहीं चलता । उदाहरणार्थ वैराग्य-संदीपनी का निम्न दोहा द्रष्टव्य है- 


सुनत लखत श्रुति नयन बिनु, रसना बिनु रस लेत। 
वास नांसिका बिनु लहै, परसें बिना निकेत ॥ ” 


उपर्युक्त उदाहरण में विनोक्ति का संकर विद्मान है। बिना इस अलंकार का आश्रय ग्रहण किये उक्त 
_ दोहे की अर्थग्राहयता असंभव है, क्योंकि निराकार परमात्मा की गुणधर्मिता एवं प्रतीकात्मकता को इसमें 
व्यक्त किया गया है। यह विनोक्ति के माध्यम से सर्वथा सुसंगत भी है। निराकार परात्मा के वर्णन में दृष्टिकूट 
का एक अन्य उदाहरण भी दृष्टव्य है 


हम लखि, हमहि हमार, लखि हम हमार के बीच। 
तुलसी अलखहि का लखै, राम नाम जपु नीच ॥ 


उक्त उदाहरण में रामनाम के माहात्म्य को प्रतिपादित करने के लिए 'हम' तथा 'हमार' को सांसारिक 
प्रपञ्च तथा 'अलख' को निराकार परमात्मा के रूप में प्रतीकबद्ध किया गया है। सामान्यतः यह धारणा है कि 
दृष्टिकूटों के माध्यम से किसी कवि की चमत्कारप्रियता का तत्व उभर कर सामने आता है। किन्तु तुलसी 
प्रयुक्त कुछ Hel के द्वारा उत्कृष्ट दार्शनिक और रहन्यात्मक विचार व्यक्त हुए हें । विनय के पदों में कहीं-कहीं 
कूट-प्रयोग की प्रवृत्ति कबीर की उलटबाँसियों जैसी लगती है। विनयपत्रिका के अनेक पदों में दार्शनिक व्यंजना 
इतनी प्रखर है कि कहीं कहीं पूरा का पूरा पद दृष्टिकूट का उदाहरण बन गया हे । इन पदों में प्रयुक्त शब्द अपनी 
विशिष्ट प्रतीकात्मकता कें कारण इतने दुरूह बन गये हैं कि उनसे कवि का प्रकृत आशय समझना और उसकी 
अभीष्ट भाव-व्यंजना के मर्म को उद्घाटित करने में. अतिरिक्त सर्तकता एवं बुद्धि-वैभव को अपेक्षा पडती है। 
उदाहरणार्थ विनयपत्रिका के निम्नांकित दो प्रसिद्ध पद उल्लेखनीय है 


राम कहतु चलु राम कहत चलु राम कहत चलु भाई रे। 
नाहिं त भव बेगार महँ परिहौ छट्त अति कठिनाई रे ॥ 
बाँस पुरानं साज सब अठकठ सरल तिकोन खटोला TI 
हमहि दिहल करि कुटिल करमचंद मंद मोल बिनु डोला रे॥ 
विषम कहार भार मदमाते चलहि न पाउ बटोरा रे। 

मन्द बिलन्द अभेरा दलकन पाइय दुख झकझो रा रे॥ 

काँट कुराय लपेटन लोटन ठावहि ठाउँ बझाऊ रे। 

जस जस चलिअ दूर तस तस निस बासन भेट लगाऊ रे॥ 
मारग अगम संग नहि संबल नाउँ गाउँकर भूला रे॥ 


तुलसिदास भाव त्रास हरहु अब होउ राम अनुकूला रे ॥ 


“ 


उपर्युक्त दृष्टिकूट शैली का छंद कबीर की शैली पर उलटबाँसी के रूप में कथित जीव के लिए चेतावनी 
के रूप में प्रयुक्त है कि श्रीराम का नाम स्मरण करते चलो, नहीं तो भव की बेगार में फॅसकर जन्म-जन्मान्तर 
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तक संसार भार का संकट जीव के कंधे पर नान. योनियॉ में अवतारित होकर झेलते रहोगे। उक्त पद का 
अभिप्राय पद में प्रयुक्त विशिष्ट शब्दों के अग्रांकित निहितार्थ में संयोजित है जैसे - 


HORS = अटपट; सरल = सडा हुआ; तिकोन खटोला = डोला (त्रिगुणात्मक प्रकृति युक्‍त शरीर); मार 
= कामदेव; विषम = Sate या ज्ञानेन्द्रिय रूपी असम (फूट:) ; मन्द बिलन्द = ऊँचा-नीचा; पाउ = पाँव 
(विवेक) ; अभेरा = धक्का; दलकन = झटंका.; कुराय = कंकडी; लोटन = झाडियाँ या उलझन; लपेटन = 
सर्पादि अथवा लम्बी पत्तियाँ; बझाऊ = काँटेद र झाड़ियाँ; लंगाऊ = कोई सरोकार; सम्बल = राहखर्च 
(सुकर्मा का सम्बल); भवत्रास = सांसारिक का बुर्नजन्म. होने का भय; अनुकूल = प्रसन्न 


केसव कहि न जाइ का कहिये! . 
देखत तव रचना विचित्र समुझि मनहि मन रहिये॥ 
सून भीति पर चित्र रंग नहि तनु बिनु लिखा चितरे। 
ara मिटै न, मरे भीति, दुख पाइय एहि तन हेरे॥ 
रविकर नीर बसै अतिदारूण म्कररूप तिहि माही . < 
बदनहीन सो ग्रसै चराचर पान करन जे जाहीं॥ 
कोउ कह सत्य झूठ कह. कोऊ जुगल प्रबल करि.माने। 


तुलसिदास प्ररिहरै तीनि भ्रम नो आपन पहिचाने॥ 


उक्त पद में संसार के मिश्यात्व क्रा कूटात्मक चित्र है। कबीर आदि के कूट पदों की शैली में प्रस्तुत पद 
में शंकर अद्वैत की न्यायं प्रणाली सै भ्रमात्मक बुद्धि से सृष्टि को कल्पित मान कर उसके मिथ्यात्व जनित वैचित्र 
का चित्रण हुआ है। कवि के अनुसार यह संसार विचित्र रचना इसलिए है क्योंकि यदि इसे एक चित्र मान लिया 
जाय. तो यह चित्र बिना आधार फ़लक-के निराधार शून्य में निर्मित है। इस चित्र में कोई रंग नहीं है अर्थात्‌ 
सृष्टि की सम्पूर्ण रचना के विविध इंग हमारी वासनाओं के परिणाम हैं। लाल-पीला, काला-सफेद प्रभृति वर्ण 
भेद सूर्य किरणों के प्रभाव से प्रतिभासित हैं, अन्यथा समंस्त वनस्पतियाँ, पर्वत, मनुष्य, पशु के सम्पूर्ण रंग 
कात्पनिक एवं वासनात्मक हैं। इस चित्र का रचनाकार निराकार है, अर्थात्‌ नैसर्गिक कार्यकारण से नाना रूपों 
एवं नाना वर्णो में चित्र स्वतःस्फूर्जित एवं निर्मित होते रहते है।इस की एक अन्य विशेषता यह भी है कि-ये चित्र 
हम री वासना तथा संसक्ति के अभिन्न अंग है, अनः अनष्टधर्मा वासना के साथ ही ये भी अनष्टधर्मी हैं। यह 
सृष्टि क्षणभंगुर है, पुत्र कलन्रादि से युक्‍त इसकी क्षणभंगुरता को देखकर महान पीड़ा होती है। यह सम्पूर्ण 
सृष्टि मिथ्यात्मक एवं असत्य है। सूर्यकिरणों के जल की मरीचिका में कालरूपी एक भयंकर मगर निवास 
करता है। वह कालरूपी मगर बदनहीन है किन्तु नचराचर उसका भोजन है। 


वस्तुतः इस मिथ्यात्व का आभासित रूप जो ऐन्द्रिय संसक्ति एवं संवेदनाओं का विषय है, सत्य की ही 
तरह आभासित होता है | जो इस मिथ्यात्व के सत्य को सम्यक्रूपेण समझ चुके हैं वे मुक्त की भाँति आचरण 
करते है, उन्हें यह संसार मिथ्या प्रतीत होता हैं। टोसरे प्रकार के वे पारमार्थिक पुरूष हैं जो संसक्तिरहित हैं 
किन्तु कर्तव्यबोध के लिए ऐहिक जीवन व्यतीतं कर रहे हैं, उन्हे संसार उभयात्मक है। तुलसीदास जी का 
कथन है जो उक्त तीनों प्रकार के भ्रमों के परित्याग करता है उसे ही वास्तविक स्वरूप की प्रतीति होगी। 
ध्यातव्य है कि तीन wat के परित्याग से वियोगी हरि जी ने यह निष्कर्ष निकाला है कि यहाँ अद्वितवाद, 


ग 
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ह्वैतवाद तथा विशिष्टाद्वैतवाद तथा द्वतादैतवाद का विरोध है।  विनयपत्रिका के टीकाकार श्रीकांत शरण एवं 
` अंजनिनंदन शरण ने इस पद की टीका में तीन wat के परित्याग की विषशिष्टाद्वैतवादी व्याख्या की है। . 
पूर्वमीमांसा, उत्तरमीमांसा एवं अद्वैतवादी इस जरा को सत्य, असत्य एवं सत्यासत्यवादी मानते हैं, यह 
दृष्टिकोण दोनों विद्वानों का है। दोनो इसमें सम्प्रदायो का विरोध नहीं देखते, दृष्टिकोणों का विरोध देखते - 
हैं ॥* वस्तुस्थिति यह है कि उक्त दृष्टिकूट पद में गोस्वामी जी ने स्पष्टतया किसी सम्प्रदाय का नाम नहीं लिया | 
उनके कूठार्थी प्रयोग से पद का अभिप्राय अनेक मतावलम्बियां के लिए उनकी दार्शनिक चेतना के अनुरूप . 


व्याख्येय है। इन मतावलम्बियोँ का संकेत कबि ने कोड शाब्द द्वारा ‘fear है और अपना मंतव्य भी स्पष्ट कर | 
` दिया है कि वे किसी सम्प्रदाय के बाडे में बंधकर जीव-जगत एवं ब्रह्म को नहीं देखते | 


तुलसी साहित्य में आध्यात्मिक तथा दार्थनिक दृष्टिकूट प्रभूत मात्रा में उपलब्ध होते हैं। कवि ने कहीं 
कहीं दार्शनिक एवं आध्यात्मिक शब्दांवली के प्रयोग द्वारा सौन्दर्य वर्णन किया है। इन अवसरों पर दृष्टिकूट की . 
नियोजना अत्यन्त वैशिट्यपूर्ण हो गयी है। 


a एवं भ्राताओं समेत सरयू नदी के तटवर्ती प्रदेश में राम के विहार वर्णन का सौंदर्याकंन कवितावली 
` में कवि ने निम्न शब्दों में किया है 


सरजू बर तीरहि तीर फिरे रघूबीर सखा अरू बीर सबे। 
धनुहीं कर तीर, निषंग कसे, कटि पीत दुकूल नवीव फबै ॥ 
तुलसी तेहि औसर लावनिता दस चारि नौ तीन इकीस सबै। 


मति भारति पंगु.भई जो निहारि, बिचारि फिरी उपमा नफबै॥ 


उक्त पद में 'दस चांरि नौ तीन इकीस सबै' के माध्यम से दृष्टिकूट निर्मित किया गया है। इसका एक अर्थ 
तो यह है कि - तुलसी दास कहते हैं कि उस अवसर पर रघुबीर की टोली की छबि (लावण्य) दसों दिकपालों, : 
चारों अर्थात्‌ कृष्ण, बलदेव, प्रद्युम्न तथा अनिरूद्ध - इस प्रकार से चंतुर्ब्यूहियों, तीनों अर्थात्‌ ब्रह्मा, विष्णु, 
महेश - देवों से भी अतिशय अनुपम दिखलाई दे रही थी। इस दल की शोभां विषयक झनुपमता को देखकर _ 
वाणी देवी (सरस्वती) की बुद्धि भी कोई उपयुक्त उपमा खोजने में समर्थ नहीं हो सकी, फलतः निराश होकर . | 
अपने स्थान पर वापस चली गयी। | n 


_ . उपर्युक्त दृष्टिकूट पद के संख्यावाची वाक्यांश “दस चारि नौ तीन इकीस सबै' के अर्थ अनेक प्रकार से | 
घटितं होते हैं तथा उससे काव्य का रसास्वादन किंचित्‌ भी क्षीण नहीं होता | उपरिवर्णित अर्थ के अतिरिक्‍त 
उक्त पद के संख्यावाची शब्दों की अधोअंकित तीन मान्य भावव्यंजनाएँ ध्यातव्य हैं 


(क) दस = जामल (रूंद्रयामंल तन्त्र आदि); चारि = धनुर्वेदादि उपवेद; इकीस = इलने ब्रह्माण्ड। 


` _ (ख) दस = माधुर्य गुण के दस भेद; चारि = प्रतापं के चार गुण; नौ = ऐश्वर्य के नौ गुण; तीन. प्रकृति 
के तीन गुणं;.इकीस = मुहावरे के रूप में अर्थ ग्रहण करने से बढ्ना। | 


(ग) दसचारि = भू, भुवः प्रभृति दस और चारं अर्थात्‌ चौदह लोक ; नौ = भारतादिक नौ खण्ड; तीन. 
= लोक (स्वर्ग, मर्त्य एवं पाताल); इकीस = ब्रस्माण्ड। ` | 
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तुलसी-साहित्य में दृष्टिकूट-वैभव “Tulsi Shaitya Me Dristikoot Baibhav) 


पदगत संख्यावांची वाक्यांश का उपर्युक्त में से कोई भी अर्थ क्यों न घटित किया जाय उसकी भावगंत. 


व्य्जना यही है कि सर्वच निहार और विचार कर सरस्वती की बुद्धि थक गयी, किन्तु भगवान श्रीराम के उस 
सतय की सुंदरता की उपमा नहीं पा सकी । उल्लेखनीय है कि उपर्युक्त समस्त अर्थगत व्यंजनाएँ सौंदर्य निरूपण 
में सार्थक सिद्ध हुई है और इनकी सिद्धि का मूलाथार है पद में निहित दृष्टिकूट वैभव। 


अस्तु उपर्युक्त विवेचन के आधार पर यह कहना समीचीन एवं.युक्तिसंगत होगा कि तुलसी साहित्य में 


क्य की कूटात्मक शैली का प्रयोग मिलता है। कवि ने इस शैली को अपने बिविध ग्रंथों में न केवल अपनाया... 


है अपितु इसे प्रंसंगवश व्याख्यायित एवं परिभाषित्त भी किया है। काव्य की इस कूटात्मक शैली का निरूपण 
दृव्टिकूट के रूप में तुलसी साहित्य में प्रचुर मात्रा में विद्यमान है। काव्य की इस शैली को अंगीकार करने कें 
प्रेन्क तत्व के रूप में यह अनुमान करना असंगत न होगा कि उन्होंने अपने समय तक की प्रचलित प्राय: सभी 
Solara एवं अलंकारो से अपंने काव्य को समृद्ध बंनाया था अतः दृष्टिकूटां का प्रयोग इसी सहज 


सृजनधर्मिता का प्रतिफलन है। ये दृष्टिकूट अर्थगे रव के आधार पर भेदोपभेद की दृष्टि से उक्तिबैचित्र्पूर्ण, 


गपनापरक, कथात्मक एवं मिश्चित कोटि के हें । रूपसंरचना की दृष्टि से तुलसी ने सरल, यौगिक एवं सामासिक 
शब्दों के प्रयोग द्वारा दृष्टिकूट पदों कीरचना की है।-विद्यापति एवं सूरदास द्वारा रचित श्रृंगारिक दृष्टिकूट 
per की तुलना में तुलसी साहित्य में श्रृंगारिक दृष्टिकूट अत्यल्प हैं, किन्तु दार्शनिक एवं आध्यात्मिक 


अर्धव्यंजना परक दृष्टिकूट प्रयोग की दृष्टि से तुलसी-साहित्य अत्यन्त समृद्ध है। सिद्धां एवं नाथों की 'अटपटि ' 


बाती' तथा संतों एवं सूफियो की उलटबाँसियां ट्था प्रतीकों में निहित दृष्टिकूटों के वजन पर गुणवता एवं 
परिमाण की दृष्टि से तुलसी साहित्य, विशेषतः विनयपत्रिका में अपने विशिष्ट वैभव के साथ विद्यमान हैं। 
जहाँ एक ओर कवितावली, रामाज्ञा-प्रश्‍न, वैराग्यमंदीपनी तथा दोहावली आदि ग्रंथों में गणनापरक दृष्टिकूटों 
का सफल प्रयोग हुआ है, बहाँ दूसरी ओर रामचरित मानस में प्रयुक्त दृष्टिकूट तथा कूटार्थी शब्दावली अपने 
वैश्व से विद्वान अध्येताओं को नित नूतन अथन्विअण का आमन्त्रण देती है। साहित्य लहरी की भाँति तुलसी 
की यद्यपि ऐसा कोई एक ग्रंथ तो नहीं मिलता जिसमें दृष्टिकूट पदों का साभिप्राय नियोजन संयोजन हो तथापि 
वैदिक युगीन दृष्टिकूटो से लेकर अपने समसामयिक दृष्टिकुटों की वर्ण्यविषयगत एवं रूपसंरचंनागत वैविध्यपरक 
परम्परा की छटा से तुलसी साहित्य पर्याप्त समृद्ध = तुलसी साहित्य में विद्यमान दृष्टिकूट-वैभव उनके अगाध 
पाण्डित्य एवं शब्दभांडार की विषयानुरूप प्रसंगानूकूल सहज स्वाभाविक परिणति है। इसके लिए न तो कवि 
ने अतिरिक्त श्रम किया है और न इसके माध्यम ने वह चमत्कार प्रदर्शन का रंचमात्र आकांक्षी ही है। 
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कारक-व्यवस्था : समस्या और समाधान 


डॉ. धर्मदेव तिवारी “शास्त्री” * 
हिन्दी-विभाग गुवाहाटी विश्वविद्यालय, 
गुबाहाटी, भारत 


1. कारक की अवधारणा : संस्कृत में कारक की अवधारणा रही है - 'क्रिया जनकत्वं कारकम'। इस 
आजार पर कारक के छह भेद होते हैं, हिन्दी ने उदारता से काम लिया है। सम्बन्ध ओर सम्बोधन को भी 
कारक के भेदों के अन्तर्गत ग्रहण कर उसे आठ मान लिया है। इस आधार पर कारक की अवधारणा हुई - 
'शऊदों के जिस रूप से वाक्य के दूसरे शब्दों के साथ उनका सम्बन्ध सूचित हो तथा वे क्रिया के निष्पादन में 
TCH या प्रत्यक्ष रूप से सहायक हों, उसे कारक कहा जाता है। इस आधार पर कर्ता, कर्म, करण, संप्रदान, 
अपादान, सम्बन्ध, अधिकरण और सम्बोधन - ये आठ कारक के, प्रकार्य की दृष्टि से, भेद हैं। 


2. निष्पत्ति के आधार पर कारक के भेद: कृ + अक = कारक। यानी कारक की निष्पत्ति 'कृ' धातु 
से हुई है। जब हम कारक के अन्य भेदों की निष्पत्ति पर विचार करते हैं, तब पाते हैं कि कारक के कुछ भेद T 
धानु से और कुछ अन्य धातु से निष्पन्न हुए हैं। “कृ धातु से निष्पन्न कारक भेदों को हम मुख्य कारक और अन्य 
से नेष्पन्न कारक भेदो को गौण कारक कह सकते हैं। इस प्रकार कारक के भेदों के दो वर्ग बनते हैं, जो इस 
प्रकार हैं - 


मुख्य कारक भेद गोण कारक भेद 
कर्ता, कर्म, करण और अधिकरण सम्प्रदान, अपादान, सम्बन्धः और सम्बोधन 


3. कारकीय विभक्तया : हिन्दी के ज्याकरणों में कारक चिहनों या विभक्तियों तथा कारक में 
अन्तर को लुप्त कर द्विया गया। इससे अनेक प्रकार की कठिनाइयाँ उत्पन्न हो गयी। संस्कृत में कारक और 
विनक्तियों में स्पष्ट अन्त्र दिखलायी पड़ता है। उस अंतर को हिन्दी में भी रखना चाहिए था। ध्यान रखना 
चा हेए कि कारकों के चिह्न नही होते, बल्कि विभक्तियों के. चिह्न होते हैं। विभक्ति चिह्न विभिन्न कारकों 
में नगते हैं। यदि इन्हें कारक चिह्न स्वीकार किया जाएगा, तो वे चिह्न कारक विशेष से जुट जाएंगे और फिर 
उन्का दूसरे कारकों के साथ जोड़ने में असंगति ल्गेगी, किन्तु विभक्तियाँ स्वतंत्र होती हैं और प्रतिपाद्यानुकूल 
एक ही विभक्ति कई कारकों में जुट जानें में अंस्गति नहीं होती है। कुछ विद्वानों का तर्क है कि संस्कृत की 
वितक्तियों से हिन्दी की विभक्तियों का विकास बही हुआ है। अतः इन्हें कारक चिह्न ही Heat चाहिए न कि 
विनक्ति। मेरा अनुरोध है कि पहले तो हमें संस्कृत से उनका विकास खोजना चाहिए यदि उनका विकास न 
भी मिले, तो उन्हें विभक्ति कहने में कोई हर्ज नहीं । दूसरा तर्क यह है कि संस्कृत की विभक्तियाँ शब्दों के साथ 

* संपर्क | 
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मिल जाती थी, किन्तु हिन्दी की नहीं ge दृष्टि से भी इन्हें कारक चिह्न ही कहना चाहिए। यह भाषा की 
प्रकृति की व्यवस्था है। संस्कृत की व्यवस्था हिन्दी की व्यवस्था से भिन्न थी | संस्कृत योगात्मक भाषा है, पर 
हिन्दी वियोगात्मक। अतः इस दृष्टि से विभक्तियों को विभक्ति ही कहना चाहिए कारक चिहन नहीं 


अंग्रेजी में प्रीपोजीशन से कारक बनते हैं। इस आधार पर कुछ विद्वानों ने पोष्टपोजिशन की परिकल्पना 
कर ली और उसका हिन्दी अनुवाद परसर्ग कर fear अनेक भाषा वैज्ञानिक या वैयाकरण विभक्तियों को 
'परसर्ग' कहना उचित समझते हैं। इससे भी हमारा काम सरल नही होता और विभक्ति की अवधारणा स्पष्ट . 
नही हो पाती | अतः मेरे विचार से विभक्तियाँ को केवल विभक्ति ही कहना चाहिए। सात विभक्तियाँ हैं। 


विभक्ति 


प्रथमा 
द्वितीया . 
तृतीया 
चतुर्थी 
पंचमी 
षष्ठी 
सप्तमी 


उनि 


- 


4.1.1. विभक्तियों के प्रकार्य 
अतिरिक्त विभिन्न कारकों में प्रयोगानुसार प्रथमा की शून्य विभक्ति आती है। नीचे उदाहरण दिये जा रहै हैं 


1: राम जाता है। मुख्य कर्ता 
2. राम से रोटी खांयी जाती है। मुख्य कर्म 

3. राम के हाथों किताब भेज देना! करण 

4. राम ने लड्डू हाथों हाथ बेच दिया। अपादान 

5. हमारे हाथ एक भी लड्ड़ नहीं आया। अधिकरण 


डॉ लक्ष्मी नारायण शर्मा ने शून्य विभक्ति के प्रयोग-संदर्भो पर विचार किया है। उनके अनुसार 
निम्नलिखित संदर्भो में इसका प्रयोग होता है। 


उद्देश्य 

उद्देश्य पूर्ति 
स्वतंत्र कर्ता 
स्वतंत्र उद्देश्य पूर्ति 
मुख्य कर्म 

कर्म पूर्ति ` 
सजातीय कर्म . 
अनिश्चित कर्म 


७ 93३ क एा क > ७७ YS 


- 


चिह्न 

शून्य ` 

कों 

ने, से, द्वारा | 

को, के,लिए :: T 
से 

का 

मे, पर 


प्रथमा विभक्ति मुख्य कर्ता, मुख्य कर्म के साथ आती है। इसके 


आंधी आई थी 
वह कुत्ता बहुत वफादार है। 
हमलोग बनारस जाएँगे। 


बूढ़े का विवाह करना सबको बुरा लगा। 


राम रोटी खाता है। 
राजा ब्राह्मण को गुरू मानते थे। 
अशोक ने कई लड़ाईयाँ लडी | 


मैने शेर नहीं देखा। 
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3. क्रियावाची कर्म - स्वीकार कर लेना चाहिए। 


10. साधन ' ' - ऐसा न आँवों देखा और न कांनों सुना। 
11. अप्राणिवाची कर्म - ठीक समय पर दवा देनी चाहिए। 

12. स्थानवाची संज्ञा - इस जगह बहुत भीड़ है। 

13. कालवाची संज्ञा - इस समय नहाँ बैठो। 


इस प्रकार प्रथमा की शून्य विभक्ति शक्तिघाली है।इसका विकास संस्कृत की शून्य विभक्ति से है। 


4.1.1.1. कर्ता कारक : क्रिया के व्यापार के आश्रय को कर्ता कहा जाता है। दूसरे शब्दों में जो काम 

करने वाला होता है, उसे कर्ता कहते हैं। इसमें प्रथमा विभक्ति होती है। यथा, राम जाता है, राम जाएगा, राम 

घर गया | कर्ता के दो भेद होते हें । 1. मुख्य कर्ता और 2. गौण कर्ता । मुख्य कर्ता वह है, जिसके अनुसार क्रिया 

होती है। सीता खाती है। गौण कर्ता वह है जिसळे अनुसार क्रिया नहीं होती है। यथा, राम ने रोटी खायी। 
सीता से रोटी खायी जाती है। इत्यादि | 


4.1.2. द्वितीया विभक्ति : द्वितीया विभक्ति का चिह्न 'को' है, जो कर्मकारक में लगती है। यथा, राम 
मोहन को मारता है। सर्वनाम के साथ 'को के स्थान पर एक वचन में y और बहुवचन में 'ए विभक्ति आती 
है। यथा, मुझे, उसे, तुम्हें, उन्हें इत्यादि | 


4.1.2.1. को” का विविध प्रयोग : बाध्यता बोधक अर्थ में 'को' का प्रयोग कर्ता कारक के साथ होता 
है। यथा, राम को वहाँ रहना था। मुझे पढ़ना है। तुम्हें पढ़ना होंगा इत्यादि। 


4.1.2.2. औचित्यबोधक क्रिया : में कर्ता के साथ 'को' का प्रयोग होता है। यथा, हमें इस विषय पर 
विचार करना चाहिए। राम को पढ़ना चाहिए। आपको यहाँ रहना चाहिए। इत्यादि। 


4.1.2.3. निष्क्रियता बोधक : अर्थ में कता के साथ “ar विभक्ति आती है। यथा - श्याम को इसकी 
जान्कारी है। सीता को भूख लगी है। उसे संतोष हुआ। पिताजी को आराम मिला। इत्यादि। 


4.1.2.4. अधिकारी कर्ता के साथ : 'को' का प्रयोग होता. है। यथा, हमें बुखार है। उसे चिन्ता है। 
दशरथ को चार बेटे थे। इत्यादि। 


4.1.2.5. निश्चयार्थं में : बिल में साँप को देखो। चित्र को बनाओ। आम को सडने मत दो। इत्यादि। 


4.1.2.6. द्विकर्मक रहने पर गोण कर्म के साथ विभक्ति लगती है। यथा, श्याम को भैंस बेच दो। 
शयान का घर भेजो। इत्यादि । 


4.1.2.7. प्रेरणार्थक क्रिया : में गौण कर्म के साथ 'को' विभक्ति आती है। यथा, नौकर से बेटे को 
सामान भिजवाया है। शिक्षक से बेटे को पढ्वाना है | 


4.1.2.8. सजीव कर्म के साथ विभक्त आती है। यथा, छात्रों को बुलाओ। 
4.1.2.9. सम्प्रदान : में को” विभक्ति आतो है। यथा, शिक्षक को प्रति-माह पैसे दो। इत्यादि। 
4.1.2.10. नमस्कार, आशीवाद अर्थ : में नंज्ञा के साथ ‘ay विभक्ति आती है। यथा, गुरू को प्रणाम | 
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शिष्यों को आशीर्वाद | इत्यादि 


4.1.2.11. अधिकरण : में 'को' विभंक्ति आती हे । यथा, नीचे को देखो। ऊपर को देखो। भीतर को 
जाओ | इत्यादि 


4.1.2.12. कालबोधक के साथ : सोमवार को, दस तारीख को छुट्टी है। 
4.1.2.13. उद्देश्य साधन के साथ : पढ़ने को जाता है। खाने को रोटी दो | 


आचार्य देवेन्द्र नाथ शर्मा ने को” का विकास 'कम्‌' से माना È कम्‌ > कव > कड > को यह विकास कृतं/ 
की अपेक्षा अधिक सुकर है। 'म' का a’ होता है, यथा, ग्राम > गाँव। 


4.1.3. ने” का प्रयोग। करण कारक : हिन्दी के ऊपर जटिलता का जो आरोप:लगाया जाता है, उसमें 
ने' का प्रयोग को भी शामिल किया जाता है। यहाँ स्पष्ट कर लेना चाहिए कि T कर्ता का सर्वांशत: चिह्न 
नहीं, बल्कि वह गौण कर्ता के साथ भूतकाल की सकर्मक क्रियाओं के सामान्य भूत, सन्दिग्ध भूत, पूर्ण भूत और 
आसन्न भूत में लगता है। इस प्रकार वह अपवाद स्वरूप है और जो अपवाद स्वरूप होता है, वह समस्या नहीं 
हो सकता संस्कृत में होता है - 'बालकेन पुस्तकम्‌ पठितम'। इसका हिन्दी अनुवाद होगा - बालक ने पुस्तक 
पदी | इस प्रकार यह तृतीया विभक्ति का चिह्न निश्चित होता है, जो अपवाद स्वरूप कर्ता के साथ आता हे | 
हिन्दी के वैयाकरणा ने इसे सुलझाने के स्थान पर अधिक उलझा दिया है। उलझाने का पहला कारण है 
. विभक्ति और कारक के पार्थक्य को मिंटाकर केवल कारक को ही स्वीकार करना और ने' को कर्ता कारक 

` का चिह्न स्वीकार कर लेना। यदि इसे तृतीया विभक्ति का चिह्न मानकर गौण कर्ता के साथ जोड़ा जाता, तो 
आज 'ने' की समस्या समस्या नहीं होती। आचार्य देवेन्द्रमाथ शर्मा ने विभक्तियों की चर्चा की है और स्वीकार 
किया है कि विभक्ति के चिह्न होते हैं, कारक के महीं । विभक्ति कारक नहीं हैं। यानी ने', 'को', 'से' आदि 
कारक नहीं हैं। संस्कृत में विभक्ति और कारक की अलग-अलग अवधारणा रही है। इसीलिए कारक और 
विभक्ति में समस्या नहीं आयी। हालांकि यह कहावत प्रचलित है कि 'कारक कठिन कंठ नहीं आवे, समास 
` मुगड़ा ले धावे। इससे कारक की जटिलता का बोध होता है अवश्य, उसे जटिल संमझकर किसी ने उसकी 
उपेक्षा नहीं कि। ने' के प्रयोग के सर्वसम्मत विधान है, उस विधान को स्मरण रखने के लिए ब्रह्मा की मेधा की 
आवश्यकता नहीं, बल्कि उस पर थोड़ी-सी सांवधानता की आवश्यकता है। आचार्य देवेन्द्र नाथ शर्मा मे इसे. 
हिन्दी की 12% समस्या बतायी है, जो उचित है। अब विचारणीय यह है कि 88% प्रतिशत समस्या नहीं है, 
केवल 12% समस्या को संपूर्ण समस्या मान लेना कितना हास्यास्पद है। अनेक विद्वानों ने ने! का विकास एन 
> नए > ने माना है, जो सर्वाधिक विश्‍वसनीय. लगता È | 


4.1.4.1. “से? का प्रयोग : 'से' तृतीया और पंचमी दोनों विभक्तियाँ का चिह्न है, जो क्रमशः करण 
और आपादान कारक में आता है। सर्वप्रथम यह विचारणीय है कि एक ही से का प्रयोग करण यानी साधन और 
अपादान यानी .अलगाव दोनों में कैसे होने लगा। आचार्य देवेन्द्र नाथ शर्मा ने इसका समाधान करते हुए कहा 
है कि संस्कृत के परवर्तीकाल में तृतीया और पंचमी दोनों विभक्तियों के लिएं त: का प्रयोग होता था। यथा 
चरित्रतः पतितः (चरित्र से गिरा हुआ) करण, ग्रामतः आगच्छति (गाँव से आता है) अपादान। इसी तः से 
(त: > सो > सेः) T विभक्ति का विकास हुआ है। 'तःझसोझसे' | संस्कृत में 'त' का 'स' होता था। यथा, ‘AT 
. शब्द की प्रथमा विभक्ति के एकवचन में 'स' स रूप होता है। 
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सूक्ष्मता से विचार करने पर यह स्पष्ट होता है कि विभिन्न परिस्थितियों में प्रयोग के आधार पर 'से' का 
प्रयोग कर्ता, कर्म, करण, सम्प्रदान, आपादानं, अधिकरण कारक में होता हे । यथा, | 

4.1.4.1. कर्ता + से का प्रयोग कर्मवाच्य, भाववाच्य के वाक्यों में गौण कर्ता के साथ होता है । यथा राम 
से पढ़ा नहीं जाता । राम से किताब पढ़ी नहीं जाती । दुःख के कारण उससे हंसा नहीं जाता | इत्यादि | 

4.1.4.2. प्रेरित कर्ता के साथ A आता È । यथा, राम अपना हर काम नौकर से करवाता है. इत्यादि | 


4.1.4.3. गौण कर्म के साथ से' का प्रयोन आता है। यथा, यदु आप से कुछ कहना चाहता है। इसका 
उत्तर शिक्षक से पूछना है । 


4.1.4.4. साधन के साथ यानी करण कारक में से' का प्रयोग होता है। 

4.1.4.5. रीति के साथ - तेजी से भाग गया। जल्द से जल्द चलिए। . 

4.1.4.6. करण के साथ - पानी से भींग नया। बाढ़ से बह गया दर्द से कराहतां है। 
` 4.1.4.7. के प्रति के अर्थ में - मोहन सोडन से घृणा / ईर्ष्या करता है। 


` 4.1.4.8. के साथ के अर्थ में - सांप से मत खेलो। आग से मत खेलो। चटनी से भात खाता है। राम से 
मिज्ञना। 


4.1.4.9. सम्प्रदान में 'से' का प्रयोग - मवलब से मित्र बनते है। 

4.1.4.10. अपादान (अलगाव) - विद्यातय से आता है। 

4.1.4.11. भय के साथ - दुशमन से डरटा है। शेर से डरता है। 

4.1.4.12. आरंभ के अर्थ में - यहाँ से हले / आगे बढ़ो। | 

4.1.4.13. दूरी के अर्थ में - पटना से गया कितनी दूर है। पटना से कलकत्ता दूर है। 
4.1.4.14. तुलना के अर्थ में - राम से श्याम तेज है। वह तुम से बड़ा है। 

4.1.4.15. क्रियार्थक संज्ञा के साथ विरोध में - गलती करने से / वहाँ जाने से / नहीं मानता। 
4.1.4.16. के भीतर के अर्थ में - मन से वराब /दिल से खराब है। 

4.1.4.17. के बाद के अर्थ में - परसों से तत आना। '' | 

4.1.4.18. पर से के अर्थ में - हिमालय = (पर से) गंगा निकलती है। 

4.1.4.19. में से अर्थ में - घर से बाहर (चर में से) दिल से (में से) तुम्हारा प्रेम खत्म हो गया। 
4.1.4.20. तुलना के अर्थ में - राम श्याम से बुद्धिमान है। 

4.1.4.21. के ऊपर के अर्थ में - छत से निरां (छत के ऊपर से गिरा) | 

4.1.4.22. के द्वारा के अर्थ में - कलम से (के द्वारा) लिखता है। 

4.1.4.23. कारण के अर्थ में - गर्मी से (के कारण) रहा नहीं जाता। 

4.1.4.24. का के अर्थ में - वह दिल से (का) साफ है। 

4.1.4.25. के साथ के अर्थ में - श्याम से दोस्ती करो (के साथ) 
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4.1.4.26. के अनुसार के अर्थ में - छात्रों को कक्षा में समय से (के अनुसार) आना चाहिए | 
4.1.4.27. के प्रति के अर्थ में - भगवान से (के प्रति) प्रार्थना करों। 


4.1.4.2. करण कारक में शून्य विभक्ति का प्रयोग : 

4.1.4.2.1. साधन अर्थ में - यह आँखों (से) देखी घटना है। 
'4.1.4.3. सहित, समेतं, साहचर्य का प्रयोग करण कारक में होता है : 

4.1.4.3.1. सहित - अन्य राष्ट्रों सहित ( के साथ ) भारत भी शांति चाहता है। . 
4.1.4.3.2. समेत - वह बाल-बच्चों समेत (के साथ) चला गया। 


` 4.1.4.3.3 साहचर्य - किसी साहचर्य की आवश्यकता है (के साथ) | 


अधिकरण : में, पर - जो क्रिया का आधार होता है, उसे अधिकरण कहा जाता है। घर में बैठा है। छत 
पर टहल रहा है। के ऊपर, के बीच, भीतर आदि का प्रयोग भी अधिकरण के चिहनों जैसे ही होता है। कभी- 
कभी प्रथमा विभक्ति का शून्य चिह्न भी लगता है । यथा - किसी ने लड़के से पूछा - तुम्हारे पिताजी कहाँ हैं? 
लड़के ने उत्तर दिया - “घर हैं” यहाँ में पर लुप्त है 


सप्तमी विभक्ति के विविध प्रयोग | 

| 'में' का प्रयोग : 1. संप्रदान कारक में : इस घर में (के लिए) बहुत सामान चाहिए। विपिन की बीमारी 
में (के लिए) काफी खर्च हो गया। 

2. अधिकरण में 'में' का प्रयोग विभिन्न अवसरों पर होता है यथा - 

2.1 समयवाची संज्ञा के साथ - में' का प्रयोग। 

2.1.1 निश्चयात्मक समय सीमा : तुम दो वर्षो में एम.ए. पास कर लोगे। 

2.1.2. लगभग के अर्थ में - पाच-सात मिनट में वह आ जाएगा। - 

2.1.3. समय सीमा के अन्दर - महीने में दो बांर आना होगा! 

2.1.4. समय-सीमा के अंत में - पंचवर्षीय योजना में (के अंत में) विकास दीख पड़ता है। 

2.1.5. के बीच - इतने में पिताजी ने बुला लिया। 

2.1.6. के बाद - वह यहाँ आया था, किन्तु दस मिनट में (के बाद) चला गया। 

3. स्थानवाचक 

3.1 के भीतर / अन्दर - घर में (घर के भीतर) साँप है। 

3.2. तुस्यार्थ - राम-श्याम में कौन बड़ा है? 

3.3. समूह से - सोहन अपने गाँव में सबसे बड़ा है। 

3.4. कीमत - यह घोड़ा कितने में खरीदा गया है। 

3.5. गुण / स्वभाव - फूलों में सुगंध होती है। पुरूषों की अपेक्षा औरतों में अधिक करूणा होती है। _ 
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3.6. सामर्थ्यं या असमर्थता बोधक - उसमें झगड़ा करने की सामर्थ्य नहीं है। वह स्कूल जाने में असमर्थ है 
3.7. तल्लीनता सूचक - वह पढ़ने में तल्लीन है। | 
3.8. स्थितिवाचक - नजदीक में खेलना, दूर में रहता हे । 


4. पर' का प्रयोंग : सप्तमी विभक्ति के पर' चिहन का प्रयोग सम्प्रदान और अधिकरण कारक के साथ 
होत है। यथा - सम्प्रदान: के लिए: हरि की बीमारी पर बहुत खर्च हुआ है। छोटे पाठ पर अधिक समय दिया 
जा चुका। 


अधिकरण : 4.1. ऊपर के अर्थ में : छत पर बैठा है। 

4.2 बल के अर्थ में - स्टेशन पर घर है . 

4.3. चढ़ने के अर्थ में - पेड़ पर चढता है। i व 

4.4. अनुमान के अर्थ में - देखने पर ऐसा लगता है । | 

4.5. खराब अवस्था के अर्थ में - गरीब पर विपत्ति टूट पड़ी। . 

4.6. दण्ड / कर के अर्थ में - बेकशुर लोगों पर दण्ड विधान हुआ | अध्यापकों पर कर थोप दिया गया है। 

4.7. कारण के अंर्थ में - गुण्डों के कहने पर संजय ने मोहन को मार दिया। 

4.8. रोक के अर्थ में - सिगरेट पर रोक लगाओ। 

4.9. चेहरा मिलने के अर्थ में - बेटा बाप पर गया है। | 

कुछ लोग यहाँ, वहाँ, कहाँ, जहाँ जैसे अव्ययों के साथ पर का प्रयोग करते हैं, जो अनावश्यक है। यथा- 
यहाँ आओ, वहाँ जाओ इत्यादि | ऊपर के पहले सम्बन्ध वाचक यानी षष्ठी विभक्ति का चिह्न आता है, किन्तु 
पर ळे पहले नहीं। 

5. जटिल विभक्तियाँ : | 

5.1. के आगे - विश्वविद्यालय के आगे एक वृक्ष है। 

5.2. के सामने - विश्वविद्यालय के सामने एक वृक्ष है। 

5.3. के सम्मुख.- विश्वविद्यालय के सम्मुख एक वृक्ष है। 

5.4. के समक्ष - विश्वविद्यालय के समक्ष एक वृक्ष है। 

5.5. के पीछे - हमारे घर के पीछे बगीचा है। 

5.6. के-पहले - राम के पहले वह आया। 

5.7. के बाद - यदु के बाद धनु आया। 

5.8. के मध्य - गुवाहाटी और उत्तर गुवाहाटी के मध्य ब्रस्मपुत्र नद है। 

5.9. के बीच - शिक्षक-छात्र के बीच बात तय की गयी। 

5.10. के दौरान - परीक्षा कें दौरान खेलना ठीक नही। : 

5.11. के दरम्यान - हमारे:तुम्हारे दरम्यान क्या बात होगी। 
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5.12. के वक्त - रात के वक्‍त चोर आया था। 

5.13. के समय - रात के समय चोर आया था। . 

5.14. के कारण - चोर के कारण साधु जेल गया। 

5.15. के मारे - दर्द के मारे वह बेचैन है। 

5.16. के बहाने - दर्द के बहाने वह स्कूल नहीं गया। 

5.17. कें प्रति - घोडा मालिक के प्रति वफादार होता है। 

5.18. के साथ - गेहूँ के साथ घुन भी पीसा जाता है । 

5.19. के अतिरिक्‍त - आपके अतिरिक्‍त दूसरा क्षमा नहीं कर सकता । 

5.20. के बिना - अध्यापक के बिना छात्र शोर करने लगे। 

5.21. के अलावा - आपके अलावा हमारा सांथ कौन देगा ? 

5.22. के सिवा - आपके सिवा हमारा दोस्त कौन है ? 

5.23. के अन्दर - घर के अन्दर हैं। | 

5.24. के भीतर - वह घर के भीतर है। 

5.25. के अन्तर्गत - इस किताब के अन्तर्गत राष्ट्रीय चेंतना है। 

5.26. के ऊपर - छत के ऊपर कौआ बैठा है। 

5.27. के पास - घर के पास तालाब है। 

5.28. के निकट - घर के निकटं मंदिर है। 

5.29. के बदले - राम के बदले श्याम आया। 

5.30. के नीचे / अधीन / मांतहत 

5.31. के बराबर / समान 

5.32. के लगभग / करीब 
5.33. के अनुसार 

5.34. के मुताबिक 

5.35. के लायक / योग्य / / काबिल 

5.36. के अनुकूल / free / खिलाफ ` 


6. संयुक्त'विभक्तियाँ : 6.1. यथा - में + से = चोर घर में समान ले गया। 6.2. के आगे से = हमारे 
आगे से वह भाग गया। 6.3. की और से = गली की ओर से वह गया। 6.4. पर से = पेड़ पर से गिर गया । 6.5 
के संबंध में / के बारे में = ईश्वर के संबंध में मुझे मालूम नहीं। इस तरह के अनेकानेक प्रयोग होते हे | 


7. षष्ठी. विभक्ति : षष्ठी विभक्ति का चिह्न केवल 'का' है। इसका प्रयोग संबंध कारक मं होता है। 
हिन्दी के वैयाकरणो ने संबंध कारक का चिह्न दिया है का, के, की, रा, रे, री, ना, ने, नी। शिक्षक विद्यार्थियों 






` इत्यादि वाक्य बनाएँ जाएंगे | 
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को इन चिहनों को रटने के लिए कह देते हैं और विद्यार्थी तोता की तरह इसे कण्ठस्थ कर लेते हैं, जो सर्वथा 
अनुचित है। 'का' विभक्ति का बहुवचन 'के' और स्त्रीलिंग में 'की' होगी। यथा लड़का, लड़के, लड़की। T 
विभक्ति चिह्न का सम्बन्ध केवल युष्पद्‌ (तू) और 'अस्मद' (मैं) शब्दों से हैं। विद्यार्थियों को केवल इतना 
बता देना चाहिए कि 'तू' और 'मै' शब्द की षष्ठी विभक्ति में “रा” का प्रयोग होता है। इसी प्रकार AT विभक्ति: 
चिह्न भी केवल निजवाचक 'आप' के साथ आता है अन्यत्र नहीं। इतना जान लेने के बाद प्रयोक्ता षष्ठी 
विभक्ति के चिह्न का प्रयोग करने में भूल नहीं करेगा। ऐसा स्पष्ट नहीं करने से हिन्दी सीखने वालों को षष्ठी 
त्रिभक्ति प्रयोग में भ्रान्ति होने की संभावना से इनकार नहीं किया जा सकता। 


| अनेक विद्वानों ने सं Hr: से इसका विकास बताया है । संस्कृत काल में 'कृत' का प्रयोग करण, सम्प्रदान 
` और सम्बन्ध कारकों में होता था । यथा, तुलर्स दास कृत रामचरित मानस । इसका अर्थ होगा - तुलसी द्वारा | 
निर्मित रामचरितमानस-। तुलसी का रामचरित मानस । इसी तरह अर्थ कृते काव्यम्‌ यानी अर्थ (धन) के लिए 


` काव्य। 


दूसरी संभावना यह है कि संस्कृत के 'स' का 'क' में विकास पाया जाता है। यथा दंश>डंक, नासा>नाक, 
चस्यु>दस्सु>डाकू इत्यादि। इसी आधार पर डॉ. रामदेव त्रिपाठी तथा आचार्य देवेन्द्रनाथ शर्मा ने सं. की 'स्य' 
विभक्ति से का 'का' का विकास.दबी जबान से बताया है। मेरा अनुमान है कि मराठी की 'चा' विभक्ति की 
तरह ही हिन्दी की का! विभक्ति भी 'स्य' से विकसितं हुआ है। इसकी विकास संभावना होगी स्य>स्स>क्क>का | 
. हाँ, एक बात ध्यान देने योग्य यह है कि पुरानी हिन्दी में केर / केरा / केरे/ कर / आदि रूप भी षष्ठी विभक्ति 
के चिह्न के रूप में प्राप्त होते हैं, जिनका विकासं “Her से ही स्वीकार किया जाएगा | अस्तु, यह स्वीकार किया 
जाएगा कि षष्ठी विभक्ति चिहनों का विकास कृत' से हुआ है। | 


7.1. अनेक अव्ययों के साथ F विभक्ति का प्रयोग पहले दिखाया गया है। अतः उनका चर्वित-चर्वण 
करना अपेक्षित नहीं | 


87 


Arunachal University Research Journal. Vol..3 (2), 2000, 89-100 


SOCIETY, LAW AND HUMAN RIGHTS 


Sheelendra Kumar“ 
Manager, Law 
U.P. Sugar Corporation Ltd., 
Gomtinagar, Lucknow, India. 


Abstract - 


The legal system in a society is generally formulated to 
protect the interests of the powerful sections of the society. The 
laws thus passed get formally accepted in accordance with the 
power wielded by the dominant classes. For a variety of reasons - 
the interests of the weaker sections of the society often do not find 
a place in the legal system as these sections are ‘generally not - 
forceful enough to exert themselves. Gradually, in the history of 
the society and evolution of its legal system, the interests of the 
weaker sections Come to be recognized and protected. Every 
society develops according to its own genius, its structures and 
methods, criteria and solutions to its problems. However, in the. 
history of jurisprudence in our contemporary society, the will of 
powerful prevails. This also applies to international arena. The’ 
evolution of human society has not been uniform everywhere. The 
life of a society is too complex to be made fully explicated by one - 
factor. This explains cultural lag of different legal systems. The 
evolution of law is not the evolution of one or several ideas such as 
freedom, ownership, the reflection of legal precepts or the 
protection of interests. In the paper an attempt has been made to . 
identify the real demands that !aw should protect. The Universal — 
Declaration of Human Rights is the case in point. However, the. 
fact remains that the interests of a section of a society are usually 
protected only if they are powerful enough to exert themselves to 
the extent that the dominant section cannot any more ignore them 
Thus, the prevailing legal system in a society is a result of 
compromise and concession as an outcome of the conflicts of 
interests i 
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Philosophers tend to believe that questions concerning the origins of the most 
pervasive human phenomena do not admit of conclusive: answers. This is especially 
true of the origins of human society especially, the factors giving rise to the origin 
and evolution of that society. However difficult bé the task of determining these, the 
question itself is of importance in the disciplines of politics,.economics, religion and 
above all, ethics and jurisprudence. Ethics and jurisprudence, by and large, identify 
the loci of power in the dynamics of society, and consequently in its social 
institutions. The perception is encapsulated in the principle, ‘might is right’. We may 
say that, at the root of ‘right’, there is the concept of the ‘interest’ of powerful 
individuals and groups. Hobbes therefore was led to believe that man in the state of 
nature is in perpetual conflict with his fellow-men for dominance. Despite the 
seemingly workable adjustments to ensure a peaceful society, our individual and 
group interests remain largely unprotected by virtue of the inherent conflicts. 
Conflicts themselves may be accentuated by the social. distortions as expressed by 
caste, class and a host of other structures of society. This state of affairs exists from 
its very inception through various phases of development of even the most 
technologically and advanced societies of our time. 


Our society then is no exception to the phenomenon of conflicts of interests. 
No interest of any section of society gets totally protected. Generally the will of the 
dominant section of society prevails over the Interests’ of others through the 
application of coercive methods. The interests of other sections of society are pushed 
to the background, nay, more often marginalized. From time to time the marginalized 
groups may attempt to advance their interests by way of mustering whatever little 
power that is at their disposal, to obtain certain concessions from the dominant groups 
and thus emerge from the peripheral regions of society. For the most part, however, 
the latter succeed in rendering inconsequential the results of the marginalized groups 
to improve their status in society. Nietzsche may not be altogether wrong when he 
observes that, in stark reality, law is the enforcement of the will of the powerful on 
the weak thus justifying in the final analysis the rudimentary principle of might being 
right. Even a modern society, that gives us a semblance of possessing an evolved 
legal system, is no exception to this general principle. A careful analysis of the legal 
system of any society would make clear the dynamics of the interplay between the 
interests of the dominant groups of that society. The rationale behind enacting laws 
and creating a legal system is the harmonization of the conflicting interests and the 
mitigation of the harshness of strife, but, it needs to be noted, that it also results 
invariably in protecting the interests of the powerful sections of society. The legal 
system thus created gets formally accepted in accordance with the power wielded by 
the dominant classes. Moreover, though it can not be stated with certainty, the laws 
enacted are more often than not only a formalization of the practices in vogue; with 
the legal system representing the materialization of the customs and mores prevalent 
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over a long period of time. To a keen observer it would appear that even a practice in 
vogue, for a long time, should it ever become an enacted law, reflects primarily the 
interests of the dominant groups. It is a measure of its success, if it also creates an 
impression that the law in question is to be internalized by the weak as a value to be 
scught after. Hence, it may be stated that law is an instrument to: protect the 
imlividual and group interests. Thus law and legal system are used for protecting the 
_ Interests of the dominant, and primarily for suppressing the interests of the weak, if 
_ these are in conflict 7 


However, it is not suggested thereby that the laws, reflecting the rights of the 
pcwerful, do not admit change. It may be true that the recognition of the rights of the 
pcwerful groups is one of the primary functions of the state. For a variety of reasons 
113 interest of the weaker sections of the society may not find a place in the. legal 
system for they may be out of fashion; more often, they may not be forceful enough 
_ to assert themselves and obtain recognition for themselves by way of sustained 
assertion, if not also, at times by violent means. All this goes to suggest that in: the 
ccurse of time recognition and derecognition of interests do come about. A few 
examples may drive home the truth of the above statement 


| In England, before the Magna Carta, there was neither the recognition nor the 
protection of the rights of the barons by the king. They however came to ‘be 
recognized by the king only after a powerful and successful protest by the barons. 
Tke right of franchise likewise was non-existent before the Reformed Parliament. It 
was only recognized by the Parliament as-late as in 1832. Again, in ancient Greece 
institutionalized slavery. prevailed, as it was in the interest of the dominant‘section of 
. soziéty. It was, as a matter of fact, even cherished as a value, or an interest, of. that 
section of society which did not have a political voice. The assertion of the interest of 
the slave owners was so powerful that it could easily supplant even the teachings of 
the stoic philosophers. These slave owners had made out the endurance of the slave as 
ethical virtue. Stoicism made little impact on the assertion of the economic interests 
of the slave-owners. Not until Christianity’s incursion into the Gracio-Roman world 
cold the interests of the slaves assert thernselves as values to be incorporated into the 
legal system: Nietzche’s protests against Christian morals were precisely on the. 
ground that these constituted a ‘slave morality’ vis-d-vis the ‘robust aristocratic 
morality’ of the European ruling classes. . | : 


An equally interestirig example can be drawn from the history of civil rights in 
the United States of America. Even when slavery was abolished by the decree of the 
feceral government, the southern states, where slavery in the plantations was 
endemic, recalcitrantly ignored the decree and continued to suppress the recognition 
of the nghts of the black slaves. They went so far as to move the Supreme Court in 
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their attempts to stall the recognition of the interests of the slaves. Even stringent 
punishments did not deter them from their practice so long as the judiciary sided with 
them. However, the situation. witnessed a radical change only after the Supreme Court 
upheld the decree of the federal government, and came to the rescue of the slaves. 
Similarly, in India, the entry of the untouchables into the temples provides and 
equally illustrative example. The right of the untouchables, though recognized and 
protected by the state, did not find much support in the society till the judiciary 
became active to help out the untouchables. Thus, it is clear that, in the history of a 
society and evolution of its legal system, the interests of the weaker sections 
gradually come to be recognized and protected, more often in direct opposition to the 
vested interests of the powerful sections of the society, by way of a number of factors, 
_ of which the judicial support to their cause is also an important factor. ॒ 


In the evolution of a society there are no set paradigms which all societies 
may be said to invariably follow. Rather every society develops according to its own 
genius, its structures and methods, criteria and solutions to its problems. The 
evolution of its legal culture is no exception to this rule. However, in the history of 
jurisprudence in our contemporary societies, subjected to a new economic order and 
constricted by the forces of the market and sustained by technological and media 
advances, a new phenomenon is now being increasingly experienced. The impact of 
the new phenomenon was felt in a special way after the second world war. It is the 
phenomenon of the rapid adaptation of the legal idioms of a single nation, the United 
States of America, as the criterion for the evolution of the legal systems of most, if 
not all, other societies. This only reinforces the contention that the law is the will of 
the powerful imposed on the weak - now holding good even in the context of 
independent and autonomous nation states. It is the dominant power and.the will of 
the developed nations that now calls the tune and imposes its legal dictates on the 
poorer nations. The problem of human rights surfaced first in the United States 
against the backdrop of the marginalization of the black population in a white society, 
even when slavery had long been abolished. Within decades, the issue of 
marginalization and violation of human rights became alive all over the world in a 
multiplicity of forms. It appears as though the dominant nation provides the basic 
criterion, terminology, method and philosophy for the solution of the problems of all 
other nations. Before the second world war, when the United States was yet to 
establish its dominance, it may be noted that it was the power of the United Kingdom 
that provided for others a philosophy of utilitarianism with its basic principle, ‘greater 
happiness of the greatest number’. Needless to say, it was well suited to the 
requirements of the mercantile enterprises of a colonial power. This suggests that the 
evolution of a legal system is closely associated with the evolution of the human 
society itself. To this we may now turn. 
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While it is generally agreed that human societies evolved from simple to 
complex forms, there is however no unanimity on the various stages of their 
evolution. Archaeologists and paleontologists identify the progressive sophistication 
of human life as lived in the Stone Age, Bronze Age and Iron Age. Ours may be said 
to be the Plastic (perhaps even Silicon) Age. Anthropologists point out that, on the 
assumption that man lived first in primitive hordes, the institutions of marriage and 
family began with promiscuity, and passed through polyandry, through polygamy, to 
monogamy as we know it today. Economists suggest that economic activity began 
with hunting and foraging befere it progressively passed through agriculture and 
an mal husbandry to the mass production of consumer goods, thanks to the advent of 
the Industrial Revolution. (Paton, 1964). Despite these general stages of evolution, 
scholars of various disciplines are quick to acknowledge that the evolution of human 
societies has not been uniform everywhere. They admit that at best there may be only 
a certain correlation between the economic activity of a given society and the kinds of 
social institutions they have given rise to; the correlation itself being neither perfect 
no? universal. (Hobhouse et al., 1964) 


The life of a society is toe eomplex to be made fully explicable by. any one 
factor within it. Economic factors, no doubt, may be important, but these too cannot 
be the sole explicators; nay more, they may even fail to explain the significant 
differences between two societies, sharing a common economic basis. Where human 
bemgs are involved, the model of correlation of cause and effect often breaks. down 
A zasual explanation may hold good in natural sciences, but when we come to the 
social sciences, it has serious limitations in its application. Hence, we cannot, in the 
study of societies, attribute to a single factor the status of cause, and proceed to 
establish thereby an invariable concomitance between it and the rest of social life 
under the nomenclature of effect. What we then ought to aim. at, therefore, is only to 
make explicit the inter-relations among the many forces that go to create a society | 
anc its institutions. Be that as it may, there is a close relationship between the law and 
the culture of a society and its institutions especially the legal system which grows as 
- a result of the many forces that are active in a society. There is,.it may be noted, a 
definite time-lag between the creation of a new material culture and the development 
of new methods of social control, (Renner, 1964). The legal system has much to do 
wita the latter. Hence variations in.the ‘cultural lag’ of different legal systems.can be 
explained, not solely by the economic forces; rather one needs here an intensive study 
of the complex forces that have given rise to the society concerned. (Cairns, 1964) 


The lack of a unilinear determinism in the legal system is further corroborated 
by zhe hiatus that some societies experience on account of direct borrowing. The case 
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of Japan, India and Pakistan, which adopted the modern commercial codes from the 
western world without passing through certain intermediate stages that characterized : 
the evolution of the European legal system, is a pointer to this. This also falsifies the 
thesis of the Neo-Hegelians, on the evolution of the legal system and its relations with 
the social institutions, that there are immutable laws guiding legal evolution. The 
Hegelian metaphysical principle, ‘the real is the rational’, may not hold good in the 
case of legal evolution. Again, nineteenth century individualism, accepting the 
general theory of the progress of societies from the state of nature to a contract, 
elevated the theory to the status of a historical truth, and went on to believe 
felicitously that all law inevitably leads to the greater freedom of the individual. The 
collectivist theories, on the other hand, suggest that the development of laws makes 
for the greater freedom of the collectivities rather than of the individuals. Struck by 
the opposing views on legal history, other theorists have even proposed a cyclical 
theory. Yet others, like Paton, studying the evolution of law associated with the types 
of societies, distinguished four types of law: primitive, middle, classical and post- 
classical. Each of these legal systems, in Paton’s view, is associated with a particular 
type of societal evolution. However, it would be wrong to think that these are the only 
evolutionary processes. (Sorokin, 1964). 


All this suggests that there is still no clear perception of the relation between 
the process of evolution of the legal system and societies at large. The little that can 
be stated is in the negative. That the legal systems do not develop unilinearly; nor do 
they admit of a continuous development in every society; nor can the cyclical 
theorists identify with a degree of certainty the factors on the circumference of the 
legal system. Much less do we possess any conclusive evidence for the contention 
that the decay of a society is inevitable and that the social body as such deteriorates in 
the same manner as man grows and dies. (Paton, 1964). 


Evolution of Legal System 


Jurists view the evolution of law in many ways: evolution of law is the 
evolution of one or several such ideas such as freedom, ownership etc.'; the reflection 
on legal precepts” or the protection of interests. However, the problem of legal 
history is not as simple, as is sought to be presented. It does not admit of a 
straightforward or progressive movement; rather only a confused and curved 
movement in both progression and retrogression. Neither a single idea nor a precept 
nor an interest, often economic in nature, can, all by itself, explain legal evolution, 
since law is the resultant of the interplay of the many forces that go to make up the 
life of the community. Pound, the American jurist, going by the characteristics of law, 
classifies three broad generalized objectives of law. (Pound, 1964). In the earliest 
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F | 
s-ages of evolution of the legal system, the objective of law was to maintain peace; 
hence the emphasis was on the rules that assigned each one an ordered place in 
society. In the era of commercial expansion, the objective was to ensure the greatest 
possible protection of liberty and self-assertion of the individual and his enterprise. 
[aw here sought primarily to remove the old restrictions. Finally, in modern times, 
p-aying down the freedom: of indiv-dual will, the objective has been a kind of 
interference in economic matters in order to protect the interests of the weaker 
sections of the society. There clearly is an acknowledgement of a need for mitigating 
tte unwanted consequences of an enterprise taken up by a self-assertive individual 
will. It would appear therefore that law is largely a ‘protector of interests’, although 
tke question, ‘whose interest?’ as such is not of any great significance to 
jurisprudence ॒ 


Some jurists of the twentieth century were of the view “the law exists to 
protect individual and social interests”. However, this view is a facile generalization 
51106 law can be seen as the protector of the interests of the dominant groups of 
_scciety, the generalized view does not hold much water. The framing of a great many 
laws for the protection of slavery in -he ancient Greece, and of apartheid in South 
Africa in our own. times, falsify. the views of the twentieth century jurists. Hence 
Paton thinks that the ‘jurisprudence of interests’, that has acquired great significance 
tclay, is the other side of the natura. law. Hence.an attempt to study the relation 
between law and the needs of man as a rational being is crucial to jurisprudence of 
irierests. The focus itself on the interests, rather than the natural law, is explained by 
Paton in terms of the following three reasons 


Firstly, there were those who thought that natural law was a 
confused term, as so many theories were placed under its head; 
secondly, natural law was iderċified by many with Catholicism and . 
immutable rules, whereas the aew schools were often secular and 
relativist; finally, the jurisprudence of interests arose in opposition to’: - 
the jurisprudence of conceptions: (Paton, 1964) 


The interpretation of ‘protection of interests’ necessarily leads us to the study 
of ethical evolution, not only in terms of matters of fact but also of ideals. In this 
‘rezard problem relating to the dichotomy. of ‘fact and value’ are dear to the heart of 
th: moral philosophers and jurists: It is the dichotomy of ‘us’ and ‘ought’. What are 
the ends that law has achieved-in the past and is still achieving at present? The 
question relates to facts. The answer is descriptive. What are the goals that law should 
pursue? The question relates to values The answer is prescriptive. A study of legal 
developments everywhere has to take imto consideration both fact and value, because, 
as Ihering has shown, will, conscious effort and struggle precede the creation of many 
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The focus on the element of value has led many jurists to attempt a possible 
identification of the real demands that law should protect. Along these attempts 
Kohler and Pound try to formulate the ‘jural postulates of our times’. The search here 

- is for the ideal demands which law and legal system of every state have to protect at 
_ all times. The Universal Declaration of Human Rights is indeed an attempt at laying 
‘down the jural postulates demanded by the civilization of our day. (Paton, 1964). 
However noble these attempts may be, it is not easy either to identify or formulate the 
jural postulates. Radbruch, keenly aware of the difficulties, goes on to add that it is 
the ‘business of the jurists to study legal philosophy and legal values, but not to 
choose between them. The choice however:is not a matter of science but of 
conscience.” The jurist cannot afford to ignore the triangular strife between the 
threefold goals of law. The conservative, safely ensconced in his customs and habits, 
emphasizes security; the radical, concerned passionately with the social issues, 
struggle for justice; and the individual, self-enclosed and self-enhancing, pursues his 
own freedom and its many expressions. (Burdeau, 1939). Radbruch therefore thinks . 
that a legal system of a country is bound to be a tentative compromise between ideals 
logically irreconcilable. Even if a philosopher were to prove the validity of a scale of 
values, it would not by itself influence the development of the actual legal system. Its 
influence would be pervasive, only if the set of values was also accepted by the ruling 
classes in that society T 


When we come to analyse the nature functions of law understood as the 
protector of interests, one is faced with a number.of problems. Paton categorizes these 
as under (Paton, 1964) 


l. A law, be it a statute. or a precedent, often does not specifically. deal with 

the question of that interest which it is supposed to protect. This problem 

- has given rise to its classification under different heads at the hands of 

different jurists. This necessitates a microscopic analysis of the broad 
generalizations 


2. It may so happen that, even where a deliberate policy. behind the 
enactment of the statute may have been in operation, at times, the actual 
result of the law may be the opposite of what is intended thereby 

' (Tourtoulon, 1964). An old rule, intended to protect a particular interest 
may be deliberately manipulated for protecting an entirely new, often 

. conflicting interest, recognized as such at a much later time. This is often 
done by way of, what is commonly know in the parlance of jurisprudence, . 
‘fictions’. Thus, a legal rule may remain unchanged in.form, but its social 
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function may be entirely different. (Renner, 1964). 


3. Bienenfeld rightly observed that “unfortunately the struggle for the rights 
of man consists of a struggle between the rights of man”. .(Bienenfeld, 
1964). There is then the prcblem of the conflict between the rights. Law 
does not create interests, interests, often conflicting, are found to be given. 
The function of law is to effect a compromise between them. Rather than 
frequently protect one interest against another, particular rules only 
determine the boundary between the two clashing interests. A law is more 
a reason than an abstract bill of rights. Therefore a table of interests may 
not afford much help directly to the judiciary in their day-to-day work. 
Moreover, even the bill of rights may even protect the adverse interests of 
a section of the society to the detriment of the interests of another section 
of the same society. Thus ia the United States of America, in spite of a 
Bill of Rights against slavery, segregation however was protected by the 
legal system 


4. A further problem is that eny classification of interests is open-ended. 
Friedman acknowledges that any classification of interests is in the nature 
of a catalogue that admits constant additions and deletions. Even Pound 
was compelled to revise in 1342 his postulates of 1919. The need however 
for this constant change arises from the dynamics underlying all societies. 


It may be of some interest to us to note that, even for the socialistic societies, 
the concept of law in terms of interests remain valid. This is amply evident from the 
attempts of the Soviet jurists to formulate a theory of.the telos of law and the legal 
system. They based their theory on the postulate of the German individualist school 
the purpose of law is the protection of irdividual rights. It is equally interesting to see 
how the postulate was incorporated in the official philosophy of. law by the 
communist regime. Law existed to: provide the basis for ‘commodity exchange 
between equals; it was primarily to prctect the property rights. 'Pashikanis deduced 
certain conclusions from the ideologicelly postulated principles. Firstly, law, being 
merely the reflection of capitalism, is to wither away, when capitalism itself will have 
been destroyed. Secondly, under socialism, the whole national economy will become 
the business of the state. In such a state there would be only administration without 
the law. But, this did not take place in ¿ny socialist country, least of all in the Soviet 
Union. Later Soviet jurists, perturbed by the non-realization of their ideal state 
formulated in a new theory, based on developed socialism, but it too, could not 
provide an adequate base for a sound theory of the goal of the legal system. With the 
collapse of the Soviet Union, it appears ७ have fallen into limbo. Who knows, it may 
once again acquire a new form and a name in future. At any rate, Marxist jurists will 
have to evolve a firmer base for their theory, before it can be related to .a more 
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developed theory of exploitation. 


How then are we to understand the dynamics of society and its legal system, if 
there is so much of complexity in treating law as the protector of interests? It would 
appear that any understanding will have to stem from the intrinsic worth of the human 
personality. The many ideologically oriented theories offer us little assistance. 
Individualism places the liberty of man at the nucleus of its theory at the cost of 
ignoring the economic realities. What is more, it perpetuates a ruthlessness of the 
strong against the weak, strengthening the stranglehold of the interests of the 
dominant over the weaker section of society. Such a state of affairs cannot be 
tolerated by anyone with a healthy respect for the integrity of the human person. On 
the contrary, the various theories of collectivism in the Western world, and of 
communism in the socialist world, attempt to place the control of the economic forces 
in the hands of the community itself. This too, ends up ‘treating the common man as a 
cipher’ (Paton, 1964), for he is neither trusted nor treated as being capable of deciding 
his present and future. While every action of the state theoretically is in the name of 
the common man and the community, practically, however, the authority for all 
decision making rests in the hands of a small group of individuals, - the politburo or 
the corporate, as the case may be, in the collectivist theories. 


Moreover, while acknowledging the centrality of the. dignity of the human 
person, it is necessary to examine if the institutions of a society fulfill the purpose for 
which they were created. These need to be continually assessed for the part they play 
in the development-of the human personality of the individual. Bentham would test 
every institution against his utilitarian maxim of ‘the greater happiness of the greatest 
number’. Paton may be said to rephrase the Benthamian maxim to make it much more 
relevant to our times: “Every law should be examined functionally to see if in the 
main, it will assist in the development of the potentiality of the personality of the 
common man.” (Paton, 1964). Further, society must make its choice of interest on an 
empirical basis, for “it can’t foresee the exact results of any reform, but the ultimate 
_ justification for a particular society or state is the quality-moral, intellectual or 
personal — of the man it produces.” What interests of the common man need 
protection, if the end envisaged for him is to be achieved? The question itself would 
determine the course and nature of legislation, which is to protect the interests of any 
particular sections of the society 


However, the interests of a section of a society are usually protected, only if 
they are powerful enough to assert themselves to the extent that the dominant sections 
can not any more ignore them. While the prevalent laws provide protection of the 
interests of the powerful, the interests of the other groups, too, can come to be 
protected as a compromise and concession in the legal system. In fact, compromise 
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and concession are the outcome of the conflict of interests, whenever such conflict 
becomes accentuated. One would then be justified in reiterating that the law may be 
legitimately viewed as an adjustment of conflicting interests 


Notes 


! Pound, R. Philosophy of Law, chap. ii; Harvard Legal Essays p. 357 as quoted in Paton G.W., op. cit 
9. 120, Some neo/Hegelians treat legal history as showing the increasing freedom accorded to the 
human will. However, the laws of the most modern countries today show an increasing tendency to 
interfere with the will of individuals in order to protect what are deemed to be higher interest — e.g. the 
right of the labourer to decent conditions of employment. Again, the idea of ‘town and country 
planning’ shows the destruction of individual rights in order to achieve an ordered development. 


Analytical jurists generally construct the theory of state around legal precepts. The works of Austin, 
Bentham and Kelsen may be referred to in this connection 


* Protection of interests opened a whole new idea of legal philosophy which is know as ‘jurisprudence 
of interests’. Joseph Kohler seems to be the first to visualize and formulate the concept of ‘jural 
postulates of civilization’. This was developed more fully by R.Pound and J.Stone. Pound provided the 
table of three basic heads, namely: individual, public and social. J. Stone in his well-knowledged work 
‘The Province and Function of Law’ dealt exclusively with this problem in one part. Mote particularly 
chapter XX is relevant in this respect. | | 


* A survey of the writings on ‘jurisprudence of interests’ can be found in E.J. Cohen, 13, Mod. L.R 
(1950), 117. This school sought to keep legal science free of ethical valuations and asked how we can 
have a ‘jurisprudence of interests’ without a scale of fundamental values 


° Friedman, W., Lega! Theory (4" ed.), pp 144 - 148 and 310-312. Also see ‘The Legal Philosophies of 
Laski, Rabrauch and Dabin’ (translated by K. Wilk as quoted in Paton, G.W., op. cit., p. 122) 


6 Schlesinger, R. in Soviet Legal Theory, Chapt. V., (As Engles put it, with the abolition of classes, rule 
over men would be replaced by administration over things) as quoted in Paton, G.W., op. cit., p. 61. 


" Stone, J. The Province and Function of Law, 1950, Sydney, pp 487-504. Although the title of the 
chapter is ‘Law as adjustment of conflicting interests’, the author has traced the phiolosophical and the 
legal background of his thinking with the study of the works of William James, Pound and Ihering. 
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Abstract 


The debate over minorities and mainstream has become 
sharper in the age of globalizction when the physical boundaries and 
barriers are fast getting eroded. It has allowed and enabled the 
cultures. to meet and interact. People have started locating their 
identities and their assertion for recognition has become sharper 

. This has posed serious challenge to the societies which are multi 


appropriate examples where tae relationship between minorities and 
mainstream has been quite intricate and complex. It has posed, on 
many. occasions, a challenge ta the body polity itself. Federalism and 
the policy af multiculturalism are the best instruments to deal with 
this delicate relationship between minorities and mainstream 


INTRODUCTION 
The Dynamics of the Concepts `- 


Throughout the world, minorities — ethnic, religious linguistic and other 
variants — are an important problematic. So far, most of the countries -- liberal- 
democratic and erstwhile socialists as well — have not been able to handle 
appropriately the question of minorities especially their quest for dignity, equity and a 
distinct cultural identity, Recent events in ex-USSR, erstwhile Yugoslavia and other 
parts of the world have brought to the fore the question of minorities especially ethnic 
minorities and revived the related quest:on of nation and nationalism. . 
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With rejection of the policy of. forcible assimilation and ideal of ‘melting pot 
in favour of the policy of integration and ideal of ‘Salad bowl’ (where different 
identities coexist together without encroaching on each other’s identity and which 
offers a tremendous scope for maintenance of plurality), 1 was expected that 
problems related to minorities’ expectations will be over. However, the situation is 
far from the truth as minorities’ dissatisfactions are being manifested in myriad forms 
throughout the world. Hence the policy of the state towards minorities offers an 
important vantage point to probe this question 


With the advent of globalization, the discourse on minorities and the 
mainstream has become sharper and more focused. It has attracted the attention of the 
academics and the decision makers all over the world. This has been primarily 
because of two factors. First, today, every nation, in one form or the other, is a 
multicultural society where differentiation on the basis of language, race, ethnicity, 
religion etc exists. And; second, the forces of globalization instead of cementing these 
differences have sharpened and widened them. Today, a paradoxical situation is being 
witnessed all over the world. The revolution in the means of transport and 
communication has, on the one hand, helped in breaking the physical barriers 
between and within nations and has also helped the people belonging to different 
cultures in coming together but on the other hand this has led to widening the cultural 
cleavages. That is, the process of globalization has resulted in the simultaneous 
appearance of centralization (homogenization) particularly in economic life and 
localization/heterogeneity in social and cultural life leading to social, ethnic and 
cultural tensions having, in some cases, fatal impact on the nation states. The 
breaking up of the nations (Yugoslavia and also to a large extent the former USSR) 
and the emergence of regional economic groupings do substantiate the beginning of 
the process of decentralization, primarily on cultural lines. Therefore, the post Cold 
War period has strengthened the process of globalization which has resulted in the 
rise of collaborative. structures (the best example is that of the World Trade 
Organisation) cutting, on occasion, into the sovereignty (defined in terms of territorial 
integrity) of the nation states. At the same time the minorities have begun to assert 
themselves leading to rise in and emergence of sub-national movements within the 
nation-states resulting in world-wide debate and discourse on ethno-nationalism, sub- 
nationalism or in simple terms conceptualization of the discourse on ethnicity and 
nation-state 


All this gives rise to a theoretical question concerning the relationship 
between the ‘political structures/institutions’ and the ‘cultural traditions’. The plural 
or the multicultural societies do provide for some common political institutions for 
the people belonging to diverse cultural groups. The parliamentary system of 
governance and the federal political institutions are the best models available for 
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f-otecting the rights and the identities of the minorities. Besides, provisions are made 
far creating exclusive/separate institucions for the minorities so that their social and 
c=ltural identities are not swamped by the majority (a larger/monolith cultural group). 
The question is not only of protecting the rights and the identities of these minorities 
b_t also of creating opportunities and institutions for promotion and flourishment of 
tE> economic, social, cultural and political interests. India and Canada are the best 
examples of a multicultural polity waere the federal institutions have evolved and 
d=veloped and which have tried and are still trying to deal with the entire gamut of 
re_ationship between the minorities amd the mainstream, as these two parliamentary 
ax} federal democracies have been negotiating with the ethnic, linguistic, racial and 
reigious problems, Right since their emergence as sovereign-nation states, India and 
C=nada have been experimenting wich mechanisms and institutions for managing 
पऱ्या plural/multicultural societies in oder to deal with the question of minorities and 
tk= mainstream. In fact, the concepts ‘minorities and the mainstream’ are ‘basically 
scelal and cultural constructs’. 


The discourse on multiculturalism tells us that political unity does not require 
ci_tural homogeneity and any attemp: to assimilate and homogenize the ‘cultures’ 
les to ethnic strife. The ethnic turmoil in India right since the emergence of Tamil 
nationalism upto the Bodo movement (in Assam) illustrates this example. So is the 
cee with Canada where the attempis to assimilate cultures (primarily fixed in 
A=glophone and Francophone) through the policies of ‘bilingualism’ and ‘bi- 
ctkuralism?’ have not succeeded in achieving political unity, rather this has 
accentuated the cleavages between the cultures having profound impact on political 
uty and integrity of the country 


Therefore, in the paper, attempts have been made to analyze such questions in 
the context of (a) Canada’s Government’s Policy (ies) to deal with the ethnic problem 
arEing out of assertive Quebec ‘natioralism’ (b) Indian State’s Policy (ies) towards 
the ethnic minorities in North-East India and (c) response of Canadian and Indian 
ethnic groups to their respective State’s Policy (ies). 


The paper will further scrutinize the reference to terms ‘mainstream’ and. 
‘nz norities’ because these terms have been contested on many grounds. For example, 
the term ‘minorities’ in Indian Context will not be a static rather a dynamic and 
fluctuating one, given the nature of dispersion of various ethnic, religious and 
linzuistic groups throughout India. As a result, a majority in one part of India may 
bec-yme a minority in other part. The problem with government of India’s policy is 
tha it is based on the assumption of stetic nature of minorities, which is far from the 
trui. The determination of minorities can be done only situationally and depending 
upe™ the nature of the problem in questions. This is also true in the case of Canada’s 
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plural society. Similarly, despite the best attempts, it is difficult to define what 
constitutes the ‘mainstream’, culturally or otherwise the perception of a 
community/group as mainstream varies from one dyadic or triadic situation (where 
the definition or imagination of a minority vis-a-vis the ‘mainstream’ takes place) to 
another. | | 


For the purpose of this paper the term minority has been taken to mean as 
ethnic minorities in North-Eastern region of India which constitute a minority at the 
national level. Similarly in the Canadian context the French speaking people will be 
referred as minority ethnic group. The term mainstream will be taken to mean the rest 
in India in the Indian Context and the rest of Canada in the Canadian Context. 


The policy of the State can be studied at the following levels: 


i) Constitutional safeguards (V, VI, VIII Schedules, reservation of seats and, 
Panchsheela of Nehru, in Indian case) ` a. 


ii) Cultural Policy (e.g. Policy of bilingualism and biculturalism and multiculturalism 
in the context of Canada). 


iii) The question of relative economic deprivation... 


The response(s) will be examined in the light of the reactions (or feedback) to 
State’s Policy (ies) from political leadership: (e.g. demand for more political 
autonomy, intelligentsia, their perception of ‘their’ culture being attacked or state 
ruling through intermediaries (Marxist notion of Compradore bourgeoisie) and other 
social groups (e.g. students, women). : 


The Indian Case 


: Let's examine and analyze the Indian case first. Never since Independence has 
Indian federalism come under such a severe strain and stress as -it today. The 
challenge to the basic fabric of Indian polity has come primarily from the social and 
ethnic conflicts. Those social and ethnic conflicts have surfaced in the forms of caste 
and community related violence, communal hatred, linguistic chauvinism, religious 
intolerance and the increasing demand for territorial autonomy and secessionism. The 
imposition of majoritarian values over the minorities had been the main reason 
behind all this. The minorities — linguistic, religious, cultural, ethnic — feel neglected 
and dejected. They have come to realize that the majority are insensitive to their 
needs and aspirations. Such feelings have hindered the task of building a modern, 
democratic, and secular India which was the vision of our founding fathers. Various 
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factors have contributed to this rising and growing discontentment and a sense of 
alienation among the various minorities in India. And, the one and the foremost, to 
my mind, had been the failure to build and establish a true federal set up — political 
ami constitutional, economic and fiscal, social and cultural. The principles enshrined 
in our Constitution, those of federal, democratic and secular, are aimed at achieving 
the lofty goal of unity in diversity, building a coherent polity in a heterogeneous 
soziety and culture. 


Both the concepts — majority and minority are relative ones. A group — 
religious, ethnic, linguistic or cultural — which is in majority in one place becomes a 
minority in another place: For example-Hindi speaking people of North Indian when 
they go to South India, they become a minority. Similarly, Biharis staying in Bihar 
belong to the majority but when they go, to say Arunachal Pradesh or Nagaland, they 
become a minority. Therefore what is a majority in one perspective is a minority from 
another. For the sake of this paper I have used ethnic, religious, cultural and linguistic 
minorities in the context of North East India. It is so because the greatest challenge to 
Incian polity today, besides Jammu and Kashmir, is posed from the rising and 
increasing trend of insurgency in this region. Today the entire region stands on.a 
volcano. The ensuing discontent and the sense of alienation among the people may 
lead to disintegrationist processes if corrective measures in the form of giving greater 
autonomy - political, economic and cultural - are not taken immediately. Nagaland, 
Menipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram and Assam have already witnessed and are still 
witnessing, in more ominous manner today, the rising spate of insurgency. Arunachal 
is cuiet but the simmering discontent is quite visible when one talks to the people of 
the state. The pecple of the region have identical grievances against the Indian Union. 
That they have been neglected, exploited, misruled and are never treated at par with 
the people of the rest of the country so far as decision making and policy formulation 
and implementation are concerned. The insurgent groups like NSCN (National 
Socialist Council of Nagaland), PLA (People’s Liberation Army which operates in 
Manipur Valley) and ULFA (United Liberation Front of Assam) have-combined their 
strength and strategies in order to fight for ‘liberating’ and seceding the entire region. 
from the Indian Union. The NSCN and. the PLA have openly challenged the 
incerporation of Nagaland and Manipur into the Indian Republic after the British had 
left India in August 1947. Today, these insurgent groups have established a parallel 
set Jp of bureaucracy, justice, and governance in the states like Manipur, ‘Nagaland 
and. Assam. Celebrations on Independence Day and Republic Day are openly 
boycotted by calling region-wide “Bandh”..And this, that too, with a great success. 
There might be ‘external’ or ‘foreign’ hand behind this phenomenon but the decision 
makers sitting in Delhi can not wash their hands off from being responsible for such 
malaise. 
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. Our founding fathers made various provisions in our constitution for 
protecting and promoting the traditional values — religion, culture, system of 
‘administration and justice — of the people of the region. Separate schedules — the V | 
-and VI in our Constitution — aim at ensuring this. As per the provisions of this 
Schedule the tribal areas of the region are to be administered as autonomous districts 
. with the institution of District Councils and Regional Councils. These Councils are 
primarily representative bodies with the power of law making in certain specified 
fields such as management of a forest other than a reserved forest, inheritance of | 

property, marriage and social customs etc. These Councils have also the power to 
-assess and collect land revenue and power of adjudication. The introduction of local 
institutions of self-government was considered the means to secure advancement by 
peaceful and progressive administration, the growth of democratic spirit among the 
people, and to enable the hill people to play their part in achieving the larger 
objective of nation building. 


But the facts show that these Councils have not been able to play their roles 
effectively due to the bureaucratic intervention from above. The civil servants - 
known as Indian Administrative Service (IAS) — consider the chiefs of these Councils . 
illiterate and not worthy of being consulted in policy formulation. The domineering 
and the negative and also negligent attitude of these officials has been the main 
reason for the growing feeling of alienation among the people of the region. The 
people of the region consider IAS officials and ‘also the police officials such as IPS 
the instruments of the mainstream people to exploit and subjugate them. As a result 
the people of the region have not been able to develop as per their own genius which 
was the main aim of the policy of Panchshilla advocated by Nehru for the protection 
and promotion of indigenous people and their social and cultural values. . . 


In March 1995, a sub-regional workshop on Panchayati Raj Institution was 
organized by the Department of Political Science which was sponsored by the Rajiv 
Gandhi Foundation. The aim was to make the local participants aware of the 
provisions of the new Panchayati Raj Act (737 Amendment). The participants 
comprising of local academics, students and the gtass-roots level workers expressed 
the fear that the institution and strengthening of an alien and the mainstream system 
of local self-government would hinder the growth of traditional systems ''of 
governance and alienate the people further. They were of the opinion that indigenous 
and traditional institution of local self-government - if protected and promoted - 
would be more helpful in the development and protection of indigenous cultural 
social and political values and would prcve more integrationist. The strengthening of 
Panchayati Raj Institutions would mean over-bureaucratisation and more exploitation. 


- At another Workshop on Indigenous People’s Right of self-determination and 
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self-government held in the Capital, of Arunachal Pradesh, April 1995, the 
participants called for “protection of culture, customs, language and religion of 
indigenous people”. And this can be possible only when opportunities in the form of 
g-eater autonomy are provided to the local people to take the initiatives from below. 


The State policies have also been in the forms of reservation of seats for the 
- tribal people in education and employment, the creation of NEC (North Eastern 
Council) for preparing region specific plans and programs for the development of the 
emtire region and devolution of vast amount of money in the region. These measures 
hzve not borne the desired fruits, Instead of assimilating the people of the region with 
th» mainstream ethos, they are getting increasingly alienated. The money meant for 
the development of the region. has:not been properly managed 
The politics of accord and. accommodation in the Rajiv Gandhi’s era 
witnessed the signing of Assam Accord and Mizoram Accord. aimed at bringing. the 
“misguided” and the ‘disgruntled’ youths into the mainstream politics and society. Of 
lax we have seen granting of autonomy to the Bodo people of Assam through the 
reation of Bodo Areas Autonomous Council. The Government of Assam signed with 
th= representatives of various organizations of the hill districts of Karbi-Anglong and 
= Nerth Cachar region of Assam for providing greater autonomy for Karbi-Anglong 
-region through setting up of autonomous district councils under the Sixth Schedule of 
_ thz Constitution in order to promote faster development of the region. | 


The success of these accords will be largely determined by honesty with 
which they are implemented. They would succeed only when actual devolution of 
pcwer takes place without any interference from above. The situation in the North- 
Eest is quite grim today. It will become grimmer if the rulers in Delhi do not realize 
the inefficacy of ruling and dictating from above. Let the. people of North-East decide 
the definition and location of mainstream ‘for them. Already too much of mainstream 
cultures in the forms of dishonesty, crime, corruption, exploitation etc have been 
imposed on the people of the region. The need of the hour is to restructure our federal 
system in such a way that the people of the region find enough freedom and power to . 
deride their future and develop their genius in their own way. The illegal migrants 
frcn outside mainly from neighbouring Bangladesh — have already diluted and 
swamped the culture of the people mainly in Assam. The local Assamese are of the 
view that they have been marginalized both politically and culturally due to the 
incessant influx of the illegal migrants: Situation is getting. worse and: worse in 
Ar_nachal Pradesh, which is considered the island of peace in the North-East. If the 
refagee problem is not tackled honestly and effectively, the State may soon follow the 
disruptionist trend of the region z | 
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The simple message is - if India is to survive as a single unit then increasing 
social conflicts have to be managed with the help of the local people. Only then there 
will take place a real coexistence between the ‘mainstream’ and the ‘minority’. 


The Canadian Case 


Let us now examine the Canadian social and cultural mosaic and the 
challenges posed to Canadian federalism by the minority’s denunciation and rejection 
of majoritarian politics. The Canadian society, like ours, is diverse and plural 
consisting of people of different faith, culture, language and ethnic groups. The 
English Canadians and the French Canadians have usually been recognized as the two 
main ethno-linguistic groups in Canada, which led to the emergence of two nation 
theory. This two nation theory has now been challenged by other minority groups — 
namely the native peoples or the First Nations or the aboriginals and the immigrants 
comprising Carribeans, Afrikaners, Asians, Ukraininans etc. Some authors have also 
started recognizing women as a separate ethnic group. But the serious and the fatal 
challenge to the Canadian federalism has come from the French speaking Canadians 
who. account for nearly 90 percent in the province of Quebec. The demand for a 
separate nation on the basis of a distinct culture and society has been the main aim of 
the French speaking people of Quebec. Political, economic and constitutional factors 
might have worked as additional factors for such a demand. 


The federal government did respond to the demands made by the French 
speaking people of the Quebecois. The setting up of Royal Commission on 
Bilingualism and Biculturalism and the Meech.Lake (Accord) were some of the 
initiatives taken by the Federal Government in order to assuage the 
nationalist/separatist feelings of the French Canadians. The policy of biculturalism 
was abandoned before it was born due to the sharp and the powerful objections made 
by other ethnic groups particularly the Native Peoples. As such Canada adopted the 
policy of multiculturalism recognizing Canada’s changing demography and varied 
culture. It was based on the objective of achieving unity in diversity. To French 
speaking Quebecois this concept was puzzling and offensive 


The Meech Lake initiative aimed among other things at recognizing Quebec 
as a ‘distinct society’. It was overwhelmingly opposed by those who thought that the 
Meech Lake aimed at giving too much to Quebec at the cost of Federal unity. Once 
again the French Quebecois felt humiliated and dejected. The Meech Lake provisions 
were vehemently opposed by the aboriginal peoples and other provinces. The premier 
of Quebec, Robert Bourassa, was furious arguing that the idea of the award had been 
to meet Quebec’s demand and not to address the discontent of all the other provinces. 
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Suppcrt for independence for Quebec had never been stronger than it was in the wake 
of the Meech defeat. In the fall of 1990, Bourassa established a Commission on the 
furure: of Quebec. It gave a jomority report in, 1991 favouring Quebec remaining in 
Ccnfeleration only if Ottawa recognized its sovereignty in most jurisdictions. Some 
naioralist MPs from Quebec formed the Bloc Quebecois, a federal party supporting 
an incependent Quebec. To appease the Quebecois, and their leaders, Charlotte town 
Accord was produced with the help of the Premiers of other provinces and the Native 
leeders. The last referendum on the question of Quebec being the part of Canada had 
a Fair raising result. The Quebecois decided for remaining into Canada by a majority 
of 1% vote only. The Quebec question is still wide open 


CONCLUSION 


When we look at the problems and the challenges faced by both Canada and 
Incia, we can say that they are primarily because of growing schisms ‘between the 
minorty and:the majority. The failure of the federal governments in both the 
countries have led to the growing assertion of political and constitutional, social and 
culture] rights by the minority. The secessionist movements in North-East based on 
the rights to self determination and self-government have mainly been due to the 
contintous neglect of the people of the region and the failure to recognize their 
diszinct social and cultural values. The imposition of majoritarian values through the 
poktical and economic institutions such as bureaucracy, centralized planning, system 
of 100६1 self-government etc. have alienated the people instead of integrating them. 
The emphasis on assimilation rather than integration has further increased the demand 
- for recognizing North-East as a distinct social and cultural entity. The French 
speaking people of Canada feel equally concerned about maintaining and preserving 
ther d-stinct culture | $< 


But the question is, is it viable to create separate nation states on the basis of | 
distinc: race, ethnicity and culture? The growing ethnic turmoil in the aftermath of the 
dismtezration of the. Soviet Union and the Eastern Europe shows that people 
belong-ng to minority — ethnically, culturally, linguistically and socially — are trying 
to search the answer by attempting to carve out an.independent sovereign status based 


on distnct society and culture. Some times state uses its coercive power to assimilate > 


the pecple. But such experiments have failed in the past and proved not endurable. It 
- is indeed surprising as well as ironical to witness the economic integration of the 
nation states and at the same time movements for. territorial disintegration. The 
answer to my mind, lies in giving freedom to the minority to preserve and maintain 
their iGentity. Let them search their own mainstream either within the confines of a 
nation-state or without or beyond 
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| Abstract | 


The paper primarily bcsed on the author’s doctoral research 
work is a lucid exposition of the role of Charmakars in the politics of 
Maharashtra. as part of the widzr Dalit Movement in India. 


INTRODUCTION 


The term Charmakar, Chambkar, Chamar or Mochi means leather worker. 
The Charmakar or Chamar is a traditicnal artisan caste but treated as untouchable in 
the Varna System. The Constitution of India refers to them as Scheduled Caste. In the 
traditional caste hierarchy they come in the bottom because they work on leather, 
w-iich is considered as polluting by the upper castes (Patwardhan, 1973). But the 
Charmakars are engaged in traditional as well as non-traditional occupations and are 
spread in different regions of India under different nomenclatures. In Uttar Pradesh 
they are known as Raidas; in Bihar s Charmakar, Harijan, Ravidas, Chamar and 
Mochi; in Chandigarh as Jotiachamar, Reger, Raigar, Ramdas, Ravidasi and Arya; in 
Himachal Pradesh as Ravidas and Ramdasi; in Punjab as Jatia and Golia; in Tripura 
as Rishidas and Muchi; in Goa as Chanabhars, Hadis, Chamgars and Mochis; in Delhi 
as Jatavs; in Andhra Pradesh as Mochss and in Madhya Pradesh simply as Satnamis 
(Sngh, 1995) 


Traditionally the Charmakars were engaged in making leather goods such as 
foctwear. But their services were also required to prepare some parts of the 
ég-icultural implements. Because of this significant contribution in terms of services 
rerdered to the agrarian economy of the peasant society they were accepted within 
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the traditional brahminical order. Because of this Hinduisation under Brahminical 
influence, the Charmakars are often compared with the Mahars. They take pride in 
calling themselves Hindu-Chambhar and have largely chosen to remain within the 
Hindu fold without challenging its centrality in their worldview. Presently the 
concept of pollution and purity in regard to the Charmakars is receding at the 
occupational level. But despite this prevarication the process of Hinduisation among 
the Charmakars makes them nurture a sense of superiority.in relation to the Nav- 
Baudha Mahars in Maharashtra 


The Charmakars’ Occupational Crisis 


- . „At the turn of the twentieth century the Charmakars in rural Maharashtra find 
themselves dislocated from their traditional occupation. The Dhor (Tanners) 
community no longer receives raw hides in sufficient quantity because this raw 
material is diverted in large scale to factories in Kanpur and Chennai. The Chambhar, 
who receives leather from the Dhors, suffers as a result. The prices of the raw 
material already jacked up due to huge diversion, whatever the Charmakar tries to 
buy becomes extremely dear. They are in no position to afford leather either from the 
Dhor or from the factory. Besides, the ‘Moth’ required for drawing water from the 
well too is absent currently. In place of the traditional ‘Moth’ now there are diesel 
engines and electric pumps to draw water. Also the Balutedari system is no longer . 
functional in Maharashtra, wherein the Charmakars used to receive their foodgrains 
earlier. Today there is widespread use of plastic, rubber, canvas, Rexene and foam. 
The use of such cheap and non-leather materials in day to day use has posed a real 
challenge to the Chambhars’ occupation. The net result of all these factors is seen in 
the displacement of the hapless Charmakars from rural to urban areas in search of 
alternative employment. (Daily Samachar, Solapur) 


Leatherwork requires a good deal of capital investment. The rural Charmakars 
find it difficult to get such kind of financial assistance from State Scheduled Caste 
Corporations. As a result they are slowly losing out to the rich Bhoris, Khojis, Sindhis 
and Gujaratis, who have entered into this vocation as retailers and suppliers and not 
as actual manufacturers. In the urban environs of Maharashtra they have, however, 
found some occupational security and their monthly earnings averages to a 
comfortable level. But here also they are facing competition from the leading national 
and multinational companies such as Adidas, La Coste, Reebok, Bata, Carona, and 
Lakhani etc. (Ph.D. Field work) 
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Rce of the Charmakars in Dalit Movement 


The role of the Charmakars in the Ambedkarite Movement 1s significant. In 
19_4 Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar formed the Bahiskrut Hitkari Sabha, the secretary of 
whch was Sitaram Namdev Shivtarkar. The other members of the Sabha were 
Neayan Kajrolkar, Ganpat Borgharkar and Ragoba Wanmali. Another Charmakar, 
Ba_i Palwankar was one of the delegates with Ambedkar to sign the Poona Pact in 
1972. The Charmakars also participated in the Mahad’s Satyagraha under the 
leadership of Shivtarkar and in the Parvati Satyagraha under P.N.Rajbhoj. Further the 
Clermakars actively participated in the Kalaram Temple Entry Movement. However, 
the Chambhars drifted from Ambedkar over the issue of conversion and leadership. 
Arabedkar had declared in December 1935 at Foras Road in Bombay that issues of 
corversion would be decided at different caste conferences. Deorukhkar, Kajrolkar 
anc Rajbhoj, therefore, opposed him on his act of conversion without taking the caste 
lea=ers into confidence. In 1937 elections Shivtarkar and others were denied tickets 
by he Independent Party further alienating the Chamars from Ambedkar. 


After independence Babu Jagjeevan Ram gave political support to Shivtarkar 
anc his Charmakar supporters.(Kanade Lahu, 1998). In 1952, Kajrolkar even defeated 
Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar in the election. But this was part of the Congress strategy 
to =reak the unity of Chambhars and Mahars. Actually Kajrolkar did not want to 
cor est against Dr. Ambedkar in view of his stature. It needs to be understood by the 
prezent day leadership of the Republican Party of India (Interview with Rakmaji ef 
al). The Charmakars had a strong economic base which the Mahars lacked making 
then come in conflict with other Hindus and thus becoming an wedge in the Dalit 
Mcrement. The Charmakars did not feel, on account.of this differing perception on ' 
the Hindu society, the need to make common cause with the Mahars 

After the death of Balasaheb, leaders of the Ambedkarite Movement also did 
not look for leadership from. other communities. Though both P.N.Rajbhoj and 
B.F_Maurya belonged to the Chambhar caste yet had got converted to Buddhism. But 
still the Republican Party did not accept their leadership. Instead the R.P.I. leaders 
bea. up those leaders, who worked in Uttar Pradesh. and started mobilising the 
Mudim community under the blue flag. At last, B.P.Maurya quit R.P.I. and joined the 
Cor gress. Rajbhoj, on the other hand, languished without any key position in the 
Mo -ement. The Dalit Movement as such never addressed to the problems faced by 
the Vharmakars like the problems of procuring hides, tanning and marketing etc. the 
Makar and Navboudh leaders wanted Charmakars only as followers and not as 
leacers. It is largely for this reason that the Dalit Movement remained always labeled 
_ as tæ Mahar Movement 
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A major change in the politics of Maharashtra was noticed in 1995. In the 
previous Congress Government of Maharashtra the Chambhars did not have much 
representation. This was because there was a tacit understanding between the 
numerous Marathas, who constituted roughly 24% of the total population of the state, 
and the Mahars, who were mostly given tickets to be elected from the reserved 
constituencies. The BJP-Shiv-Sena Government was born taking advantage of this 
political incongruity between the Mahars and the Chambhars. Whereas the BJP gave 
tickets to Matangs, the Shiv-Sena gave tickets to the Chambhars polarizing the socio- 
political landscape of Maharashtra to come to power. In this new equation, there was 
no scope for taking in the Navboudhs as they had inherent ideological differences 
with the BJP-Shiv-Sena combine. (Interview with Kanade Lahu). 


| “The Dalit Movemment wilted, even in Ambedkar’s own time, of course large 
sections of the Scheduled Castes were entrapped enough in-their Hindu identity and 
traditional sub-ordination and they were pulled into organisations like the Congress 
and even the Hindu Mahasabha” (Anandan, 1997). In this context, it is pertinent to 
point out that the Dalit Movement through out India tended to be based among the 
largest (and relatively most advanced) Dalit caste of a particular region like 
Namasudras in Bengal, Malas in Andhra, Mahars in Maharashtra, Paraiyas in Tamil 
Nadu and Chamars in Northern India. This unwittingly gives rise to criticism of the 
movement as in fact a single caste movement. (Omved Gail in K.L,Sharma ed.). 


The Role of the State and Dilemma of Social Equality 


The Charmakars in Maharashtra through its caste association i.e. Maharashtra 
Charmakar Sangh is currently demanding social and economic rights for them. In the 
_ mean time a few of their demands benefiting. some of them like giving stalls have 
been fulfilled. Similarly, the Leather Industrial Development Corporation 
(LIDCOM), which was created in 1974 and was attached to the Industries 
Department, has been transferred to the Social Welfare Department. In this new role 
the LIDCOM is now catering to the needs of the Chambhars in a significant way. But 
still the Dalit aspiration remains far from being fulfilled, The primary role of the 
Maharashtra Charmakar Sangh was to act as a pressure group in state politics. 
Therefore, mere representation to Dalits in politics is not the only answer for their 
uplift. They need to be given direct participation in the decision making of the state 
welfare policies (Daily Maharashtra Time, 13 Nov. 1997). 


~ 
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The Dismal Record of the State in Bringing Social Welfare to the Charmakars 


The record of the state and its various agencies in bringing about the welfare of the 
Che-makars has so far been very dismal. A few disturbing instances of this poor 
record leave much room for sincere efforts in this direction. 


1. The Scheduled Caste Corporations 1.6. LIDCOM, Khadi Gram Udyog, Mahatma 
Pulz Magasvargiya Vikas Mahamandal originally intended to bring social and 
ecozomic welfare have become large avenues of corruption. The share capital is often 
diverted to other commercial goals.and to personal aggrandizement. It has also been 
observed in the effort to hijack the Co-operatives leading to multi-crore-cobbler scam 
(wreng branding) 

2. The State, through its Municipal Corporation in Kohlapur, asked the Dhor 
community to close down their tanneries (DMT, 1.2.1997) as it was alleged that the 
disciarged water from the tanneries was causing water pollution and jaundice. But 
the same State could ignore the effluents being discharged by the sugar factories 
con=olled by the Marathas. _ 

3. The State has not devised any strategy to protect the interests of the leather workers 
whc have been facing unequal competition from the big national and multinational 
braris after the opening up of the country’s economy in the wake of economic 
libealisation. The State has rather chosen to go the capitalist way allowing the poor 
to b= further marginalised in the process 

4. Tne strategy of encroachment on the workspace of the Charmakars in Dharavi 
(Mumbai) under the Slum Rehabilitation and Development Scheme is a farce of sort 
as it is full of portents of dislocation and uprooting of the community from its social 
and economic base ' - 


Dals Unity Agenda (DUA) 


In the light of the above social, economic and political experiences, the 
varicus fronts of the Dalits of Maharashtra have drawn a laudable unity agenda. The 
82४18 envisions the following 


1. Tz deconstruct the traditional and orthodox identity and habitat of Chambharwada 
Maharwada, Bhangiwada or Vasti in usage and action. _ 

2. 10 accept liberalized Hindu identity of Chambhars, Dhors, Matangs and 
accommodate them in social movement for common cause of the Dalits 

3. Tc oppose the new economic policy in the restricted spheres of the artisan castes. 

4. Tc give adequate representation to Chambhars, Dhors, Matangs in party cadres. 

5. T> have orientation camps and Shibir (Workshop) for youths to sensitize them 
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_ about Phule, Ambedkar ideology 
6. To capture state politics with the help of other secular forces 
7. To review the Dalit studies and take a balanced view of their status in society. 


CONCLUSION 


| ‘ In Maharashtra the Charmakars have been examining. their position in 
different spheres of life. As of now they have identified their interests with that of the 
Hindutva forces. But for this they are being branded as communal. But the very 
-aspiration of the Charmakars for rapid social and economic mobility needs to be 
_ taken into account. In this context the RPI has to devise corrective measures to get 
their confidence by giving them more and desirable political representation both in 
the Parliament and the State Legislative Assembly. The Charmakars support is not 
unalterable | l 
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Abstract 


The biosphere, contact zone of land, water and air on earth _ 
surface supports millions of diverse life forms collectively referred to” 
as biological diversity or biodiversity. About 10 million different 
species of organisms including micro-organisms, plants and animals 
haye been estimated to exist on earth. Of these about 3,00,000 species 
are plants including algae, fungi, mosses and higher plants. So far 
only a million species of animals and half.a million of plants and 
microorganisms have been named. All life forms have been grouped 
into five kingdoms, namely Monera, Protista, Plantae, Fungi and 
Animalia. India is very rich in biodiversity with about 75,000 species 
of animals and 45,000 species of plants. About one fifth of the faunal 
wealth of India is estimated to be found in Arunachal Pradesh 
Biodiversity is important for human beings. We cbtain our food, 
medicine, clothing and building material from bio-resources. Certain 
organisms play pivotal roles in ecosystem. Many life forms are facing 
threat from irrational human activities, and we are in danger of losing 
the wonderful diversity of life that defines our planet. Extinction of one 
of these species could be devastating to the ecosystem and human 
being that-use it i | 


The surface zoné of the earth where land (the lithosphere), water (the 
hydrosphere) and air (the atmosphere) come in contact with each other support life 
and thus, is referred to as Biosphere. It extends a little above and below (a few 
hundred metre) the surface of the land and in water and air. However, most of the life 
forms are found near the contact zone of the three realms. Biosphere supports 
numerous forms of life ranging from microscopic bacteria to gigantic plants and 
animals, which constitute the biological diversity. Different types of ecosystem exist 
in biosphere.. Different ecosystems harbor distinct sets of organisms, including 
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microorganisms, plants and animals. Thus, each ecosystem differs in its contents of 
biological diversity 


The biological diversity or biodiversity is often defined as the total variety of 
and variability among living organisms and the ecological complexes they inhabit. It 
also includes the diversity of forms right trom the molecular level through individual 
organisms, populations, communities, ecosystems, landscapes and biosphere. It 
encompasses viruses, bacteria, fungi and cther microorganisms as well as animals and 
plants which exists on earth. Human beings are the part of this biodiversity. In simple 

_ words, biodiversity may be defined as the sum total of species richness i.e. the 

number of species of animals, plants and microorganisms occurring in a given habitat. 
_ The species is the basic unit and as applied to most animals may perhaps best be 
defined as interbreeding populations of individuals. 


Biodiversity has three levels — genetic, species and ecosystem diversity. The 
genetic diversity refers to the variation of genes within the species. This includes 
distinct populations of the same species or genetic variation within population or 
varieties within a species. The species diversity refers to the variety of species within 
a region. However, the ecosystem diversity refers to different land forms or 
ecological areas. Various ecological areas include natural forests, mountains, plains 
rivers and wetlands, deserts, islands, and fresh water and marine systems, each of 
which supports different and specific flora and fauna. 


Biodiversity as a Whole 


The world harbors an estimated over 10 million different types of organisms 
including plants, animals and microorganisms (Table 1-4). Of these about 3,00,000 
species are of plants including algae, fungi, mosses and higher plants (Myers et al 
2000). So far, only a million species of animals and half a million of plants and 
microorganisms have been named and described (Mayr and Ashlock, 1991). Many 
new forms of life are yet to be researched and recorded. In addition, estimate for 
extinct species comes to about half a billion which arose, existed and declined and 
became extinct during last over 3000 million years of earth’s history. 


The number and kind of animals and plants are diverse. The diversity of flora 
and fauna has further numerous dimensions. Each species may be found existing in 
numerous different forms ranging from sexes, age classes to seasonal and ecological 
forms. Many organisms are unicellular (body consisting of a single cell) and other are 
multi-cellular (body consisting of numerous cells) of various shapes and sizes. A 
great variation in size of individual species may be found even in same ecosystem. 


~ 
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For example, in a forest of redwood or Sequoia in North Western California the 
redwood trees are 110 mt tall and bacteria only 0.000001 mt long. Our seas and 
oceans harbor microscopic plankton and gigantic animals like whale, side by side. 
There exists a great variation in life span and reproductive behaviour among 
organisms. Some organisms live for few hours others for hundred of years. Some 
divide in just 30 minutes (bacteria) whereas. other takes years to attain the 
reproductive age. Distribution and abundance of different groups of animals show 
vest variations. Some are represented by enormous number and others are extremely 
scarce. Larger animals are generally represented by fewer numbers than small 
arumals 


There exists rich diversity not only on land but also in freshwater and in 
oczans down to the greatest depths. Life forms are found even at a depth of 3600 mt 
be-ow the ocean surface. Many organisms have been reported surviving in deep sea 
bottom warm water vents. The water in these vents or cracks in sea bottom are super 
heated to temperatures above 300°C and under extremely high pressure, and rich in 
hydrogen sulphide. Even in this harsh habitat chemosynthetic sulphur bacteria and 
sereral other organisms are found. 


Table 1: Number of known species in different animal groups, distributed throughout 
the World भिका 
Animal Groups | Approximate Number 


Necn-Chordates 





Protozoa 
Sponges 
Cn daria 


30,000 
5,000 
9,000 


Platyhelminthes 13,000 
Nematyhelminthes | 15,000 
Annelida 9,000 
Mollusca 60,000 
Artropoda 9,00,000(Insecta-7,50,000) 


Eckinodermata 6,000 


Chordates f 

Fishes 25,000 
Amphibians 4,780 
Reptiles | । 7,800 
Birds व | : 9,880 
Mammals | . 4,800 
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Table 2: Number of known species in dirferent plant groups, distributed throughout 
the world 


| Plant Groups Approximate Number 


Fungi 

_| Algae 
Bryophytes . 
Vascular Plants 


-~ Fem 
Gymnosperms (Seed plants without fruit) 
Angiosperms (Flowering Plants) 
Monocots | | 
Dicots | 2,00,000 





Table 3: Number of species & subspecies in different Animal groups found in India. 


pT tale Rt a re Ha tN VIII eh OPEN की e a a 


Animal Groups ‘ Approximate Number 
Non-chordates (including all groups) | : +70,000 Species 
Chordates 


Fishes 2,500 Marine & Freshwater 
species and sub-species 


Amphibia _ 200 Species 
Reptilia | 450 Species 
Birds ` न 2,000 Species and sub-species 
Mammals 850 Species and sub-species 
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Table 4: Number of known species in different plant groups found in India 


Plant Groups -` Approximate Number: . 
Fungi | | | 
Algae 


Lichens 


Fryophytes 
१ ascular Plants 


Fern 
Gymnosperms 
Angiosperms 





-Crigin and Diversification of Biodiversity on Earth 


Life originated. on earth abcut 3500 million years ago. In this -process 
mimerous species arose from simpler to complexer, and the richness of our bio- 
d'versity is the result of this continuous process of organic evolution: The life first 
originated in water and later spread to land and air. Evidences of evolution can be 
faund in fossils. There is enough fossil evidence to show that complex organisms 
came after simpler ones: during geologic time. Older geological formations reveal 
fassils of simpler organisms. The mricrofossils of organisms with resemblance to 
modern-day bacteria and photosynthetic Cyanobacteria can be found.in earth’s oldest 
fessil-bearing geological formations. Such simple organisms are believed to be the 
aacestor of all present complex forms bf life 


Different groups of organisms evolved at different phases.of geologic history. 
F.rst prokaryotic organisms (organisms without nucleus) came. in. existence ‘and 
thereafter about 1500 million years ago eurkaryotic (organism having cells with 
nacleus) organisms.originated from thz existing prokaryotic organisms. Fossil- records 
dspict that organisms comparable tc various metazoan species originated during 
Cambrian period, some 570 million years ago. Vertebrates evolved during early 
Paleozoic times, 400 million years or more ago. Fishes appeared first and amphibians 
from fishes. Similarly reptiles evolved from amphibians, and birds and mammals 
from reptiles. Many vertebrates evolved simultaneously in numerous separate lines 
‘aad gave rise to numerous species during a particular stretch of geologic time 
(Dobzhansky, 1970; Dobzhansky et al , 1976) | । 


The process of diversification of life on earth is going on for the last 3500 
million years. It is a continuous but 2xtremely slow process. The diversification is 
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still in progress and will continue in future too. Species change slowly over 
generations. Accumulation of these changes leads to the formation of new species in 
due course of time 


Classification of Biodiversity 


Obviously biodiversity requires a system of classification for systematic 
grouping and naming of organisms, and their better understanding. Earlier all 
organisms were grouped into two kingdoms — Plant kingdom and Animal kingdom, 
including all plants and all animals, respectively. Later a new five-kingdom 
arrangement of organisms was proposed by Whittaker (1969) considering the three 
important criteria of the organisms: complexity of cell structure, complexity of the 
organisms body, and mode of obtaining nutrition. In the five kingdom arrangement, 
the subdivisions of the old two kingdoms were redistributed among three additional 
kingdoms. The five kingdoms, as proposed by Whittaker (1969) are Monera (group of 
all prokaryotic organisms viz. Bacteria), Protista (unicellular prokaryotes), plantae 
(all kinds of plants — producers), fungi (multi-cellular decomposers) and Animalia 
(multi-cellular consumers) 


Monera includes all kinds of bacteria. They are microscopic (1 to a few 
microns in length) and their cells do. not contain a nucleus. Monerans are found 
-almost every where on earth surface — in hot springs, on the underside of icebergs, in 
deep ocean floor, in deserts and on or within many other life forms. They are found in 
various shapes — rod-shaped, spherical, filamentous, spiral, etc. Protista includes 
various kinds of unicellular eukaryotes. They contain nucleus and other organelles. 
Some members of protista, such as phytoplanktons are producers, whereas others live 
as predators and parasites. All multicellular photosynthetic plants are grouped in 
Plantae. They are found on land, on sea shores and in lakes, streams. and oceans. Main 
groups are algae, mosses, ferns and seed plants with or without flowers. Fungi are 
multicellular decomposers.. They are saprophytic and live on decaying plant and 
animal matters. Yeasts, moulds, mushrooms etc. belong to this kingdom. Animalia is 
the kingdom of multicellular consumers. This kingdom includes all forms of animals 
non-chordates and. chordates. They include sponges, cnidarians (hydra‘ and jelly . 
fishes), flat, round or segmented worms, snails and other molluscs, arthropods 
= Starfishes, fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds and mammals. Animal kingdom is the — 
most diverse in terms of the number of species. Over a million species of animals are 
known, of these three quarters are insects and rest one quarter includes all other 
animal species. : 
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India is among the 12 mega-diversity countries in the world. It is very rich in 
biodiversity with about 75,000 spec:es of. animals and 45,000 species of plants. 
Among the wild fauna, India houses 340 species of mammals, 1200 species of birds, 
420 species of reptiles, 140 species of amphibians, 2100 species of fishes, 4000 of 
molluscs, 5000 of insects apart from other invertebrates. Among flora are 15000 
species of flowering plants, 5000 of 8 23०, 1600 of lichens, 20,000 of fungi, 2700 of 
bryophytes and 600 -of pteridophytes 


Regions such as North-East, Western ghats, North-Western and Eastern 
Himalayas and Andaman and Nicobar Islands harbor very rich floral and faunal 
. diversity and a good number of them are endemic species.. Owing to-very rich 
biodiversity of Indian subcontinent, :wo hot spots, the Indo-Burma and Western 
Ghats/Sri Lanka (out of 25 hot spots identified recently in world for priority 
conservation of biodiversity (Myers ef al., 2000)) have been identified including parts 
-of the Indian territory. The Indo-Burma hot spot harbours about 13,500 species of 
plants and 2,185 species of vertebrates (excluding fishes). Of these 7000 plant species 
and 528 vertebrate species have beem considered endemic. The Western Ghat/Sri 
Lanka hot spot harbours 4780 species of plants and 1073 species of vertebrates, 
including 2180 species of endemic p_ants and 355 species of endemic vertebrates 
(Myers et al., 2000) | 


North-East India - Mega-Centre of Biodiversity | 


The North-East India is one of the important megacentres of biological 
diversity. It includes a variety of ecosystems ranging from tropical wet evergreen, 
moist deciduous, sub-alpine,. alpine fcrests and grass lands to fresh waters, rivers, 
lakes, and swamp and marshy wet lends. These diverse ecosystems have equally 
diverse range of biodiversity 


| About one fifth of the faunal wealth of India is estimated to be found in 
Arunachal Pradesh. The state harbours as many as 5500.species of flowering plants 
_ out of the estimated 15000. species in India. About 1000 species of Orchids occur in 
India, and of these Arunachal Pradesh is the home of sonie 500 species (Puri et al 
1995). The. species richness of non-flowering plant. groups: ferns, mosses and 
liverworts, lichens, fungi and algae is also very high. Similarly faunal diversity of 
Arunachal Pradesh is very high. Preliminary survey in Namdapha Biosphere reserve 
revealed more than.96 species of mammals, 233 of birds, 76 fishes, 25 amphibians 
and a large numbers of reptiles. The aumber of invertebrate species is difficult to 
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assess and that could be in several thousand 2500 sq. km area of Namdapha is so rich 
that as many as 75 genera of land mammals are found out of 176 genera known from 
India (Puri et al., 1995) 


A total of 5536 species of animals have been recorded from Meghalaya. The 
largest group of species belongs to insects comprising of 3624 species. Among the 
vertebrates, Meghalaya has 139 species of mammals, 541 species of birds, 94 species 
of réptiles, 33 species of Amphibia and 152 species of fish, many of them being 
endangered (Hattar, 1999). Preliminary survey of Drosophila. fauna in Assam, 
Meghalaya, Manipur and Nagaland revealed more than 25 species, which is far below 
the actual number of Drosophila species ‘distributed in the region (cf Singh, 1987). 
Other states of the region are also rich in biodiversity. However, studies to record 


“various plant.and animal species are yet to be undertaken. 


S 


Why to Preserve Biodiversity? 


Human beings depend on bio-rescurces for almost all the food supply, ‘half of 
its medicines; much of its clothing and in some region virtually all of its fuel and 
building material and as well as, of course, an important part of its mental and 
spiritual welfare’ (Fitter, 1987) 


A wide variety of plants and animals are used by man in one or other way. 
The human population is growing at an alarming rate. To support the growing 
population we require more food, more medicine and so on. So far, man has 
cultivated only 150 species of plants to a wide extent. But great majority of global 
population is said to be fed by only 15 plant species. However, about 75,000 other 
edible plants exist. In order to feed our growing population there is necessity to utilize 
and manage some of these edible plants in a sustainable way. If we drive a plant into 
extinction we may be eliminating a potentially useful plant. On the other hand, widely 
cultivated species need constant infusion of wild genes to keep up the vigor and 
combat against pests and diseases. Certainly, it is the floral diversity where we will 
search answer to the growing food problem 


` Many plants have chemicals in them that are used as medicines. Now, man 1s 
inclined more towards searching cure of ailments from natural products. A survey has 
revealed that India alone has more than 8000 species of medicinal plants. Currently 
Indian export of herbal materials and medicines is estimated about 446 crores, which 
can-go up to 3000 crores by 2005. And, if careful planning is done it can go up to 
10,000 crore by 2010. But so far very little has been done towards sustainable. use of 
medicinal plants. Unfortunately, most of the medicinal plants are collected by 
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e=structive harvesting without paying attention. of their replenishment. Due to 
_eisappearance of forest habitats stocks of wild medicinal plants are going down day- 
y-day. And, there is every possibility -of their disappearance, if proper attention is 
kot paid well In time 


. The faunal resources are another. area which can provide solutions to some of 
fe man’s problems. The animal germplasm has only been modestly used, There is 
mnmense scope for their utilization in live stock improvement for better productivity 
ashosh, 1987). Besides, many species can be utilized for production of food, 
medicine, clothing and other useful materials. Many species we know little about-may 

. k= useful to us. Once they are eliminated however, we have lost the opportunity to 
_ we them for our own ends. As human population. continues to increase, the need for 
e«fferent kinds of food plants and animals will increase ॒ 


Certain organisms in some ecosystem appear to play key.or pivotal roles 
=xtinction of one of these species could be devastating to the ecosystem and human 
that use it. Diversity enhances community resistance to biological invasion (Elton, 

958). It is believed that ecosystem rich in biological diversity is better able to resist 
mivasions by exotic species. It has been suggested long-ago that exotic species should 
_ havea harder time taking root in a diverse ecosystem, because a whole web of species 
ould more efficiently tie up such critical resources as nutrients, light and water than 
ould a single species, leaving fewer resources for the invader | 


` All species have a fundamental right to exist without being needlessly 

iminated by unthinkable activities of man. The human species is just one of the 

millions of species that exist on earth. It has no right to eliminate other species. — 
Fuman survival depends upon co-existence with other life forms | 


Can We Afford Further Damage to Our Biodiversity? 


During the last century, many plants and animal species have either become 
extinct or reached at the verge of extinction. Currently 12.5% of all plant species are 
freatened with immediate extinction. World-wide some 273 species of.animals and 
p -ants face extinction, solely as a result of trade. Millions of live animals are shipped 
gound the world every year to supply the pet trade. Fur, leather and ivory are also 
-aded in vast quantities. Similarly many medicinal plant species are also at the verge 
c7 extinction due to their over commercial exploitation. The number of threatened 
Species 15 increasing day-by-day and if proper, immediate and strict measures are not- 
Eken, there is every possibility of their extinction in near future 
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We are in danger of losing the wcnderful diversity of life that defines our 
planet. Half of all the species in the world could become extinct in the next 100 years, 
if the current trend persists. There is an urgent need to change the. current trend and 
conserve the biodiversity of this planet, which took million of years to carve and 
shape the present day life forms. Man’s activities, directly or indirectly have already 
caused irreparable damage. Hence, we can not afford any further damage to our 
precious wealth of biodiversity. Various steps have already been taken for in situ and 
ex-situ conservation of biodiversity. Declaration of biosphere reserves (Table 5), 
national parks, sanctuaries and ecodevelopment parks are appreciable steps in the 
long way of in situ conservation of biodiversity. . 


Table 5: Ten Biosphere reserves declared in India for in situ conservation of 
Biodiversity 


Biosphere reserve - | Area Covered | ` State 
(Approx. Km’) 
Great Nicobar | 885 Andaman & Nicobar Islands 


Kaziranga 37,823 Assam 
Manas 5. 2,637 * Assam 
Mannar Gulf | 555 Tamil Nadu 
Namdapha 7,000 . | . Arunachal Pradesh 


Nanda Devi | 2,600 Uttar Pradesh 


Nilgiri 5,520 "| Karnataka, Talmil Nadu, Keral 
Nokrek l 160 Meghalaya 
Sundarbans | 9,630 . West Bengal 
Uttarakhand(Valley of flowers) 3941 Uttar Pradesh 





Some one rightly pointed out that the natural beauties of a country, its varied 
flora and fauna are an asset to its people. This asset urgently needs to be protected 
and preserved to their own advantage and to the advantage of future generations. 
Nature has endowed India with a magnificent asset of rich flora and fauna, an asset 
which cannot fail to be generally appreciated by its people if they are led to know 
something of its worth and interest ' 
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